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Supreme Court ruling 50 years ago set
modern course for religion in public schools

Ellery Schempp knew he
could get into trouble.

But he didn't anticipate that
his refusal to take part in a man-
datory Bible reading and prayer
in his homeroom class would
land before the U.S. Supreme
Court. Schempp’s planned pro-
test would become the basis of
a landmark decision, handed
down 50 years ago on June 17,
that would define how religion
could appear in public schools
for the next half-century.

The studious 16-year-old
wanted to make a point that a
Pennsylvania law requiring the
morning devotional violated
his First Amendment right
to religious freedom. So, on a
chilly Monday morning in No-
vember 1956, as an Abington
High School classmate began
reading 10 verses from the King
James Bible, Schempp quietly
read a copy of the Quran he
borrowed from a friend. But he
didn’t catch his teacher’s atten-
tion until he remained seated
while everyone else stood to
recite the Lord’s Prayer.

“I was a bit naive,” recalls
the now-72-year-old retired

physicist. “I thought it was so
transparent that these Bible
readings and prayers violated
the establishment clause of the
First Amendment that when we
pointed this out, the grown-ups
would set it right”But instead
of his teacher, principal and
guidance counselor, who had
Schempp sit outside the office
during the morning ritual for
the rest of the school year, the
grown-ups who addressed the
problem were nine high court
justices.

Despite a popular perception
that the 8-1 decision ripped re-
ligion out of public schools by
banning the ceremonial read-
ing of Bible verses, prominent
First Amendment scholars
and educators say Abington v.
Schempp marked a rare con-
sensus among conservative
and liberal justices that actually
provided a framework for al-
lowing religion into the public
school curriculum.

Schempp — the shorthand
reference to the ruling — clari-
fied that while government
can't promote or denigrate re-
ligion, the subject of faith and

Study: Religious oppression
rises despite Arab Spring

By Lauren Markoe

WASHINGTON (RNS) Peo-
ple who hoped the Arab Spring
would lead to greater religious
freedom across the Middle East
have been sorely disappointed,
and a new Pew study confirms
that the region has grown even
more repressive for various reli-
gious groups.

“In 2011, when most of the
political uprisings known as
the Arab Spring occurred, the
Middle East and North Africa
experienced pronounced in-
creases in social hostilities in-
volving religion, while govern-
ment restrictions on religion
remained exceptionally high,
according to the report by the
Pew Research Center.

The study shows the number
of countries in the Middle East

or North Africa with sectarian
or communal violence between
religious groups doubled from
five to 10 during 2011, a year
that coincided with most of
the political uprisings of Arab
Spring.

Among those groups most
adversely affected were Egypt’s
Coptic  Christians, ~ whose
churches have been bombed
and burned both before and af-
ter the February 2011 fall of for-
mer Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak.

Globally, the Pew survey of
198 countries found that the
share of countries with high or
very high restrictions on reli-
gion rose from 37 percent in
mid-2010 to 40 percent by the
end of 2011.

See Arab Spring on page 7

Pastor Sues Oklahoma
over license plates

The artwork depicted on the current Oklahoma license
plate is titled “Sacred Rain Arrow.” The piece is based on
an ancient Chiricahua Apache legend. Photo: State of

Oklahoma

(RNS) A Methodist pastor
of a suburban Oklahama City
church is suing the state, claim-
ing its license plate image of a
Native American shooting an
arrow into the sky violates his
religious liberty.

Last week, the 10th Circuit
Court of Appeals in Denver
ruled his suit can proceed.

The pastor, Keith Cressman
of St. Mark’s United Methodist
Church in Bethany, Okla., con-
tends the image of the Native
American compels him to be a
“mobile billboard” for a pagan

religion.

A trial judge threw out the
suit. But on June 11, the ap-
peals court ruled that Judge Joe
Heaton should have recognized
that Cressman’s suit contained
a “plausible compelled speech
claim?”

Cressman, a former lawyer,
claims he can’t be compelled to
use religious speech that vio-
lates his own religious beliefs.

Cressman’s lawyer, Nathan
Kellum of the Center for Reli-
gious Expression in Mempbhis,

See LAW SUIT on page 10

Even though the law forbids state-mandated or sanctioned religious activities at public
schools, it does not forbid student-led religious activities. Programs like After-School
Bible Clubs and See You At The Pole -- an annual student-led prayer effort -- are taking
root in many schools. Stock Photo.

its role in history, literature and
the arts has educational value
and can be taught in public
schools.

“Schempp  became  the
founding document for teach-
ing about religion in school,”
said Charles Haynes, a senior
scholar at the First Amend-
ment Center and director of
the center’s Religious Freedom
Education Project. “It is a very
powerful document ... that we
still use today in working out
these issues”

Bible riots

Bible reading had stirred
controversy in Pennsylvania
and other states long before El-
lery Schempp decided to take
it on, turning his family’s home
in the community of Roslyn
into a target of hate mail, van-
dalism and cat calls.

In 1844, more than 20 peo-
ple died in nearby Philadelphia
during the infamous Bible ri-
ots, sparked by a dispute over
which Bible should be read
in public schools: the Protes-

tant King James version or the
Douay-Rheims version accept-
ed by the growing number of
Irish Catholic immigrants.
Reading the Bible without
commentary before the school
day began was a compromise
reached in the early evolution
of public education between
those who wanted to remove
religion from the curriculum
and those who didn’t. Haynes
said supporters wanted to sim-
ply read passages, without dis-
Continued on page 12

Feds release first guidelines for
confronting a church shooter

By Lauren Markoe
WASHINGTON (RNS)

For the first time, the fed-
eral government has issued
written guidelines for houses
of worship that are confront-
ed with a homicidal gunman.

Vice President Joe Biden
released the new rules on
Tuesday (June 18), six months
after the school shooting in
Newtown, Conn., that left 26
dead, including 20 children.

Beyond seeking shelter and
waiting for police to arrive,
as many Newtown victims
did, the new rules also advise
adults in congregations to
fight back — as a last resort
— in a bid to stop the shooter.

The new federal doctrine
is “run, fight or hide” Af-
ter Congress failed to pass a
slew of gun safety measures
in April, Biden said the ex-
ecutive branch is doing what
it can, promising to put gun
control legislation back in
lawmakers’ hands, and point-
ing to 21 executive actions
to beef up gun safety taken
by the administration since
Newtown.

He also unveiled three
new federal guidebooks to
keep institutions safe: one for
schools, one for colleges and
one for houses of worship.

Though  shootings  at
churches and other houses
of worship remain relatively
rare, they can make inviting
targets for shooters — par-
ticularly disturbed individu-
als — who are looking for a
highly-visible target to settle
a grudge or make a political
statement.

Guns in church? What’s the world coming to? With the
increasing number of random shootings in public places,
including churches, church leaders are having to address
the issue as they would any other emergency situation. Is
your preacher, elder or deacon armed? Stock photo cour-

tesy 123RE

Last year a gunman killed
six people inside a Sikh tem-
ple in Oak Creek, Wis. In
2008, a gunman killed two
congregants inside a Unitari-
an church in Knoxville, Tenn.

In 2007, a gunman killed
two people inside the New
Life megachurch in Colorado
Springs, Colo., before being
shot and killed by an armed
volunteer.

As federal officials worked
with education officials in
crafting new school safety
rules, they also consulted cler-
gy, Biden told a White House
auditorium filled with federal
officials who have worked on
the issue. “The faith leaders
not only want us to talk about
making schools safer;” Biden

said. “They’re worried that
their congregations are at
risk. So they wanted to know,
what should they be thinking
about when someone stands
up in the middle of the con-
gregation and decides to do
something similar as we saw
in the schools”

In response to their con-
cerns, Biden said, “We gave
concrete  direction”  The
guidelines’ basic run-fight-
hide advice is similar to that
given to schools faced with
active shooters: Congregants
should first try to flee the
scene, taking people with
them but not waiting for
those who refuse to leave.

If flight is not possible,

See cloning page 4
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Commentary

Faith and Culture: Turkey Bacon and Christianity

In an effort to promote a
healthier lifestyle I occasion-
ally eat turkey bacon. Recently
I bought five packages for $10.
As I was cooking breakfast this
morning I started thinking
about turkey bacon and how it
relates to Christianity. I know,
I know, you are wondering
what type of weird associations
I generally make; but give me a
fair hearing.

I grew up on a farm and I
am most certain bacon comes
from pigs -- not turkeys. So I
began contemplating, “Why
turkey bacon?”

The turkey strips I bought
are even designed to look like
bacon, with darker and lighter
stripes (to resemble the fat I am
trying to avoid) and a scalloped
edge on one side. Yes, the vi-
sual presentation is supposed
to help me think that I am, in

fact, eating bacon, even though
I know I am not.

Why not just call them “tur-
key strips?”

I suppose the basic idea is
that people want the tradition
of bacon without the impact of
bacon. We are used to eating
four thin strips of fried meat
with our eggs and toast.

Traditions and programmed
concepts die hard; and it is
much easier to substitute
something than change a tradi-
tion or lifelong habit.

I am sure the folks who make
turkey bacon sat in a meeting
one day and discussed how to
market their new turkey strip.

They realized that getting
people to simply replace ba-
con with turkey was not going
to fly (pardon the pun). So at
some point the genius of the
group suggested that they “slip

Steve Highlander
Managing Editor RN-R,

in the back door” by produc-
ing a product that looked a lot
like bacon, and tasted some-
what like bacon, and could be
called “bacon,” but was actually
turkey. Viola, turkey bacon be-
came a reality.

You might be asking what
this has to do with Christianity.
Good question. I think we do
the same thing with religion.
There is a significant trend in
the United States today to sub-
stitute when we don't particu-
larly like something.

The idea is that we want the
comfortable feeling, but don’t
want the perceived negatives.

We want something that
looks, tastes and feels some-
what like Christianity, but
without the substance of Chris-
tianity.

We want “Turkey Chris-
“Christianity Lite:”
One-third less spiritual, yet still

tianity!”

providing some sense of satis-
faction. The apostle Paul said it
this way, “They have a form of
godliness, but deny its power.”

the
but if real bacon comes from

Pardon comparison,
pigs; real Christianity comes
from Christ. Real Christian-
ity then, looks like Christ, feels
like Christ, and acts like Christ.
However, Christ can be some-
what disconcerting, uncom-
fortable and inconvenient.

He loved everyone, includ-

ing His enemies - and taught
His followers to do the same.
He sacrificed His own life in
demonstration of the reality
of that love. He forgave in the
midst of His own suffering. He
was committed to a single pur-
pose. He lived for God, not for
Himself. He wasn’t concerned
There
was a substance to Christ that

with wealth or success.

is missing from much of our
westernized “gospel”

It is possible that the suc-
cess-oriented, Americanized
version of Christianity that is
so often touted today, is a poor
substitute for the real thing?
Are we settling for “turkey
Christianity?”

Dr. Steve Highlander is a
pastor, missionary, author and
speaker. He holds a doctorate in
Pastoral Theology and is a Cer-
tified Christian Counselor.

Upstairs Over a Vacant Lot: No place for peace?

The last newspaper column I
wrote, “Personal Peace Can Be
Priceless,” was a small sample
of a subject that receives a large
amount of attention. My part of
America known as the Missouri
Ozarks, is no exception to the
search for personal peace.

In my role as a clergyman
and as an executive with an in-
ternational ministry, I encoun-
ter situations that could steal
my peace and set my emotions
in the grip of anxiety. Because
I don't find anxiety (let alone
panic attacks) to be an attrac-
tive and positive way to live, I
take steps to protect my peace
in a private place. That place is
within me.

American

culture seems

committed to diversions that
are most easily identified as
sports, movies, and televi-
sion. The diversions dominate
the scene in many American
homes as the inhabitants make
the momentous decisions
whether they will go to the
game, watch it on television, or
catch a movie.

Sports and sporting events
in America attract more money
than most of us can count.

Movie moguls report mil-
lions of dollars spent by patrons
on a weekend on one newly re-
leased production. While this
is happening, television contin-
ues to “grind it out” and gener-
ate huge amounts of revenue.

It is true that our fascination

with sports, movies, television,
and other forms of ntertain-
ment can have a positive effect
on our society. It is also true
that these diversions can de-
tract from family life, morals,
ethics, and sound education.
It is also true that they are not
a substitute for ways to find
personal peace in a challeng-
ing, dangerous, and demanding
world.

They are merely temporary
escapes from reality.

What about my personal
place? I find it before getting
out of bed. Yes, that’s correct.
I take about five minutes to al-
low myself to be listening to the
One who gave me self. I listen
for the voice of God. Ilisten for

Seasons of Reflections:
More beautiful than the lilies

Fragrance and beauty fill the
air as the earth moves us into a
position to receive the warmth
of the sun. However, before
the beauty of summer peren-
nials is seen by the natural eye,
much work and growth has al-
ready taken place underneath
the surface of the soil.

As long as we have natural
breath there will be areas in
which we are to grow. Incred-
ible, supernatural growth can
take place, when we choose to
cooperate with God as Holy
Spirit even in a seemingly
dead state of dormancy. As
long as the Holy Spirit bears
witness with our spirit that
we are a child of God, the life-
giving blood of Jesus is the sap
that will cause us to be spiri-
tual perennials that will always
bloom after a time of appoint-

LeAnn Kennedy
President, Acts Ministry

ed rest.

Just as perennials are cut
back and enter into a state of
dormancy during the winter
months and the promise of
spring gives hope to future
beauty, our spiritual devel-
opment undergoes times of
pruning as the ugliness of flesh
and activities not conducive to

sharpening our focus on God’s
plan for our lives is cut back.
Even when it may seem that
no growth is taking place, the
promise of our God still stands
that He continues to work in us
to will and to act according to
His purpose. In time, the fruit
will be evidenced in the natu-
ral, a revelation to the garden
in which we are planted and to
the whole world of the tender
loving care of the Gardener,
who planted the Seed and wa-
tered it with His Word. As the
intensity of the rays of the love
of His Son is received into the
hearts of those who diligently
seek Him, the bursting forth of
great beauty is inevitable.

Excerpted from Ms Kenne-
dy’s book Seasons of Reflection
published by Acts Press.
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Dr. Paul C. Collins
Publisher RN-R

the inner voice that impresses
my mind, and my emotions.
Does he always speak? I would
say the answer is yes. Do I al-
ways hear his voice? I would
have to say the answer is no.
Nonetheless, it is a great way to
begin every day.

I have another personal
place. It is my recliner, in the
family room, just about 10
feet from the television set on
the wall. Several times during

the week, I turn off distractive
diversions, lean back, and con-
template the wonder of know-
ing God, in Christ, through
the Holy Spirit. One day is
very special to me in my re-
cliner personal place, and that
day is Wednesday. If you want
to know (which you probably
don’t) what old Dr. Collins is
doing between 1:00 and 2:00
on an ordinary Wednesday af-
ternoon, the answer is simple:
leaning back in a well-worn re-
cliner thinking about how great
it is to know “in whom I have
believed”

Dr. Paul Collins is the founder
and VP of Operations of Acts
Ministry, Inc and Publisher of
the Real News - Review. He is
an ordained Methodist Minister,
Presiding Bishop of Acts Church
International —and  currently
serves as senior pastor of Acts
Church in Springfield, MO.

Mind and Spirit:

Ode to contentment

I have been a dreamer since
I was very small. In grammar
school, I had a certain popu-
larity, because I could make
up fantastical stories which
my schoolmates and I would
act out. Being creative can be
a very good thing, but it has its
drawbacks. One of them is that
I have a very hard time living
in the here-and-now. Dream-
ing about the what-ifs and
the might-have-beens and the
could-have-beens does not lead
to contentment. The Apostle
Paul wrote in Philippians that
he had “learned to be content,
whatever the circumstances”
(Phil. 4:11). His circumstances
were not ideal, either: At the
time he was under house arrest
in Rome.

When my husband and I vis-
ited a remote village in the Phil-
ippines, we were surrounded by
a people who lived in huts with
no running water, no bath-
rooms, no vehicles, and who
cooked over an open fire. They
were content! Not just content,
but joyful. This was in spite of
their challenging circumstanc-
es, not because they didn't real-
ize their lives were challenging.
They had not always been so:
Up until a few years ago, they
were a drunken, warlike peo-
ple who were not happy. They
found the love of Christ and the
village was transformed. They
retained their simple lifestyle,
but gained contentment.

Contentment is not an apa-
thetic acceptance of all that
comes your way. Joyce Mey-
ers said it well in the title of
one of her books: Enjoy where
you are on the way to where
youre going. Even Paul did
not advocate apathy. He said
we are to “run in such a way as
to win the prize” (I Cor. 9:24).

Dr. Brooke Highlander
Associate Editor, RN-R

So then, we are to continue to
work towards excellence and to
meet important goals and at the
same time remaining in a state
of “rest”, or contentment. Paul
also said, “For to this end we
toil and strive, because we have
our hope set on the living God,
who is the Savior of all people,
especially of those who believe”
(I Tim. 4:10).

How can we “toil and strive”
and at the same time remain
content in whatever circum-
stance we are in? I

t definitely comes down to a
choice involving our mindset
and our attitude. Yes, we can be
wonderfully content while ly-
ing on a beach in Florida, but in
order to be content in every cir-
cumstance, we have to choose
to make contentment a lifestyle.

For me, it involves find-
ing the things I can be thank-
ful for... and there are always
things I can be thankful for.

It involves living in the mo-
ment and cherishing the people
in my life. It means that when
I am feeling unhappy with cir-
cumstances in my life, I may
wallow in it for a little while, or
get tacky and post on Facebook,
then I get a grip and change
my mind. Literally, I “take my
thoughts captive” (2 Cor. 10:4)
and choose what I think about,
because what I think about di-
rectly relates to how I feel.
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Le€’s Summit students
make commercial
promoting Branson’s
“God and Country”
Values

By Steve Highlander

LEE’S SUMMIT | BRAN-
SON, MO (RN-R) - Pam Win-
ing’s classroom at Trailridge
Elementary in Lee’s Summit
became the set for a new com-
mercial promoting the family-
oriented values of Branson,
MO.

In a show-and-tell type set-
ting, children are sharing their
experiences on their family’s
summer vacation at Branson.

Branson has long been
known for their “God and
Country” values, making it a
perfect place for a family vaca-
tion destination.

The ”Talk about Branson”
jungle was written and direct-
ed by Diana Allyn (president
of Diamond Image) and Debi
Willis.

Some of the students from
Mrs. Wining’s class auditioned
and were given speaking parts
in the commercial. Daniel
Blackham, Cooper Hovious
and Maddy Kennicutt were
chosen for the roles.

The filming of the com-
mercial was organized by Lee’s
Summit West Broadcasting De-
partment teacher, Karrie Smy-
thia. The lead camera person
was Bob Smith.

The plan is to expand this
type of commercial into occu-
pational settings.
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Preparing to endure

In last months column, I
talked about four ways to be
“one who endures to the end”
(Matthew 24:13, NASB). The
third and fourth ways were
getting into the ark of safety
and preparing to help others.
This month, I want to suggest
several ways to achieve these
two goals by living from the
kingdom of heaven.

The phrase “kingdom of
heaven” has two meanings.
First, it is a physical place ruled
by God the Father and God the
Son surrounded by the heav-
enly host. Second, it is a time
period (a dispensation to use
a theological term) that be-
gan when Jesus ascended into
heaven and that will end when
Jesus returns to rule and reign.
Like all kingdoms, it is ruled
by the king, and it is governed
by certain laws and statutes.

Underlying the laws and
statutes of the kingdom of
heaven is a fundamental gov-
erning principle found in
Galatians 6: 7-8. Here, the
principle of sowing and reap-
ing is clearly stated when the
apostle Paul says, “Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked;
for whatever a man sows, this
he will also reap. For the one
who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption,
but the one who sows to the

Oliver Burrows , RN-R
Economic Columnist

Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life”

The principle of sowing and
reaping is in direct opposition
to the principle of buying and
selling, which is the governing
principle of the secular (flesh-
ly) economic system. This is
why those striving to endure
to the end living by secular
economic principles will fail
in the end. No one can live si-
multaneously according to the
principles of the kingdom of
this world and the kingdom of
heaven, for no man can serve
two masters. (Matthew 6:24)

Thus, to live from the king-
dom of heaven and for the
King, a Christian must under-
stand and embrace the princi-
ples and laws of that kingdom.
Let me briefly suggest three
principles for you to consider.

First, remember that you no
longer have the final say over
your lives dnd possessions. In

Galatians 2:20, the apostle Paul
wrote, “I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer
I who live, but Christ who lives
in me” He recognized that the
ultimate control and direction
for his life came from God.

Second, understand that
your mission in this world is
to represent the kingdom of
heaven as an ambassador (2
Corinthians 5:20). As a result,
everything you do must com-
municate the principles by
which your heavenly home
operates.

Finally, as the apostle Paul
says in Philippians 1:21, “For
to me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain” Your lifestyle
choices must reflect the way in
which our King lived when He
was on this earth.

As the Lord wills, in next
month’s column, I will begin
to address the laws of the king-
dom of heaven.

Rev. Oliver K. Burrows III
is an ordained minister with
Acts Ministry. He hosts two
Christian and one sports radio
program in Wausau, Wiscon-
sin and across the Internet.
Oliver can be contacted via
e-mail at oliverburrows@eco-
nomictruth.org and is avail-
able to preach as well as teach
seminars on a broad range of
subjects.

A One Minute Devotional:
A Favorite Pen

Several years ago, a memo-
ry was made and a lesson was
learned. When I was working
in the nursing field, I would
usually carry several pens
while at work in case someone
needed to write a note but did
not have a pen or pencil.

Is a pen just a pen? They all
are very similar, at least. They
all do the same function; they
make marks on paper. That
may not seem to be a big deal.
There are different brands,
colors, sizes, shapes, points
that are fine, medium, or bold.
Some pens have rubber grips,
and some do not. They are
the same. Right? The thing
was that one of the pens in
my pocket had just the right
point on it. It wrote differ-
ently, and the way I preferred.
It handled the way that suited
me better than any other pen
in my collection. Obviously, I
liked it much better than the
others; so I had a decision to
make. Which pen was I going
to give away? It is interesting
how the whole of God’s Word
comes to bear on a situation in
an instant!

Did I love this “special”
pen more than I loved Jesus?
Wow! The question came to
my mind and bounced with

Nancy Collins
RN-R Devotional Columnist

piercing sharpness into my
heart of hearts! I suddenly
remembered that he gave up
everything so that I might
have everything. Instantly,
two memories came to mind.
The first was of “one of a kind”
piece of jewelry that was stolen
from me many years ago by
someone who was supposed to
be a friend and was “a shirt tail
relative” The second was of
me giving a “one of a kind gold
ring” in an offering. This is not
an apples and oranges compar-
ison. The real question is who
or what did I love more? Did
I love the jewelry more than I
loved Jesus?

I could have kept my gold
ring. I would have been the
only person that would have
known this, except the person
of the Holy Spirit. I could have
had hard feelings against the

thief that might have lasted as
long as I chose to hold on to
disdain tainted by anger (and
maybe at least a small amount
of hate for the crime and the
criminal). That would have
been a decision for self instead
of forgiving as Jesus has always
done. I gave my best pen glad-
ly; only the Holy Spirit knew
the lesson behind the gift.

Every day, anyone can be a
similar question: do you love
Jesus more than “these?” Do
you love Jesus more than hus-
band, wife, kids, house, jew-
elry, car, job, business, money,
or? or? or? What will your
answer be? Do you love this
world and its things more, or
do you love Jesus above, and
beyond, all else and all other?
If you have to think too long,
you may already have your an-
swer.

If things are going too
wrong too long, check your
love life. No matter how much
you love Jesus, he loves you
more.

Nancy Collins and her Hus-
band Dr. Paul Collins, co-
founded Acts Ministry.  She
is recently retired from Mara-
natha Village in Springfield,
Mo where she was a care plan
coordinator.

A View From Jordan Creek

I saw it first in the Inbox of
my principal email account.
0Oddly, I had Googled his name
just a week or so prior to the
announcement to ascertain if
I had somehow missed it over
the past few months or year.

Will D. Campbell, Baptist,
was dead at 88.

Will D. Campbell, native of
rural Mississippi, who came
to public attention through his
advocacy of civil rights at the
University of Mississippi and,
as representative of the Nation-
al Council of Churches, as a
principal figure in “The Move-
ment” in Nashville and beyond.

Will D. Campbell, the only
white person present with Dr.
King and his close associates
at the creation of the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence. Will D. Campbell, who
later enraged many in the civil
rights movement by his em-
brace of members of the Ku
Klux Klan.

Will D. Campbell, who de-
tested the word “redneck” and
decried the lack of love from
some members of the “beloved
community” for their equally
downtrodden and oppressed
opponents.

Will D. Campbell, champion
of the grace of God, who often
said, “Were all (illegitimate)
but God loves us anyway;,
and “If youre gonna love one,
you’ve got to love ‘em all”

Will D. Campbell, who first
enunciated that sentiment
when confronted with a chal-
lenge to his commitment to
the universal sufficiency of

Virgil Hill
RN-R Columnist

The Cross in the wake of the
murder of a close friend in the
freedom struggle by a racist
thug with a badge.

Will D. Campbell, who
believed so strongly in the
reconciliation offered by the
death of Christ as pronounced
in II Corinthians 5:17-20
that he co-founded a journal,
“Katallagete,” which, in trans-
lation, means “be reconciled”

Will D. Campbell, valiant
Navy man in the Pacific in
World War 2 who was an ac-
tivist for peace the rest of his
life. Will D. Campbell, com-
mitted Southern Christian,
who paid poignant homage
to his best buddy lost in war-a
Jew from New York.

Will D. Campbell, who op-
posed discrimination in all its
forms, abortion and capital
punishment with equal fervor.
Will D. Campbell, apolitical as
regards political party disputes
but resolutely artisan on the is-
sues to which he gave himself
as living testimony to his faith.

Will D. Campbell, who
placed his diploma from Yale
Divinity School out of public

view but whose Certificate of
Ordination from East Fork
Baptist Church was promi-
nently displayed.

Will D. Campbell, National
Book Awards honoree for
“Brother to a Dragonfly” and
prolific author of both fic-
tion and non-fiction. Will D.
Campbell, who wrote extraor-
dinary books recalling forgot-
ten figures of contemporary
history, powerful novels about
Anabaptists of centuries ago
and the recent past and about
the modern corrupted struc-
tures of denominations.

Will D. Campbell, Nash-
ville songwriter and friend of
and pastor to many significant
Country Music figures such as
Waylon Jennings, Tom T. Hall
and Johnny Cash.

Will D. Campbell, whose 40
acres at Mt. Juliet, Tennessee
became a place for weddings
and baptisms of the famous
and unknown and a site of pil-
grimage for those captured by
his vision of Christianity.

Will D. Campbell, feral
Baptist, perhaps the last true
Baptist, an inspiration to and
powerful influence on many-
including me.

Will D. Campbell, remark-
able servant of God, who could
surely have said, “T have fought
the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith”
(2 Timothy 4:7)

Virgil J. Hill is a lifelong
Ozarker and activist and is an
ordained minister with Acts
Ministry.

Acts Ministry, Inc. and
the Real News-Review

SPRINGFIELD, MO Paul
Collins, Publisher RN-R The
Real News-Review news-
paper is a part of the global
outreach of a ministry head-
quartered in Springfield, MO.
Begun in 1993, Acts Ministry
is a nonprofit, trans-denom-
inational independent orga-
nization using several means
to promote their mission
statement which is, “Unity,
In Christ, Through The Holy
Spirit”

The vision of the Real News-
Review is to be a newspaper
that will bring attention to the
power and influence of reli-
gion in today’s world. We be-
lieve this can be accomplished
by utilizing the print media to
report religion in the news.
Acts Ministry is a distinctively
Christian organization seek-
ing to present the news of all

religions in a very professional
manner while, at the same
time, maintaining a Christian
perspective.

We believe that we can re-
port the news with accuracy
even though we see events
through our paradigm as
Christians.

Acts Ministry accepts no
liability for the accuracy of
news received via the wire ser-
vices or submitted by others,
and we cannot he held respon-
sible for any statements made
by reporters whether they are
international, national or re-
gional.

While reporting the news,
we do not want to neglect
our opportunity to present
Christ to the reader. It is for
that reason that you will find
references to Jesus, how to re-
ceive him as Lord and Savior,

and live your life in accordance
with his teachings. Please take
note of the 3rd chapter of the
Gospel of John. Embedded
in the conversation between
Nicodemus (a religious man
of high standing) and Jesus,
you find what may be the best
known scripture verse in the
Bible, John 3:16. “For God so
loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal
life” (NRSV) The word “may”
is used twice. If you believe,
you “may” not perish (in any
way) but you “may” have eter-
nal life.

If you want information
about the simple plan of sal-
vation, you can contact Acts
Ministry by going to the web-
site at www.actsministry.org.
Or, you can call 417-886-0223.

The Evidence of Faith’s Substance

Why Believe Jesus is the Messiah, when many have claimed to be?

The common question I get
from skeptics is, “History is full
of people who've claimed to be
God’s Messiah. Why believe Je-
sus Christ is THE Messiah and
all the others fakes?” We can
study 8 specific texts from the
Old Testament that this future
Messiah must meet, that only
Jesus Christ does. If anyone
wants confidence in the claims
of Jesus Christ as the true Mes-
siah, the evidence in God’s
Word will give this to you.
Here’s an overview of the 8 tests
you can apply for authenticat-
ing the true Messiah.

The first is that the Messiah
must be a Hebrew. God elimi-
nates all other nations in Gen-
esis 22:18. Jesus fulfills test #1
in Matthew 1:1 (“The book of
the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham”).

The second test is that the
Messiah must descend from
Isaac. God eliminates 1/2 of
Abraham’s lineage in Genesis
21:12. Jesus fulfills test #2 in
Matthew 1:2 (“Abraham begot
Isaac”).

The third test is that the Mes-
siah must descend from Jacob.
God eliminates 1/2 of Isaac’s

Ed Croteau
RN-R Columnist

lineage by stating in Numbers
24:17 that Messiah will descend
by Jacob, not Esau. Jesus fulfills
test #3 in Matthew 1:2 (“Isaac
begot Jacob”).

The fourth test is that the
Messiah must descend from
Judah. God eliminates 11/12
of Jacob’s lineage by stating in
Genesis 49:10 that Messiah will
descend by Judah. Jesus fulfills
test #4 in Matthew 1:2 (“Jacob
begot Judah”).

The fifth test is that the Mes-
siah must descend from Jesse.
God eliminates all other fami-
lies of Judal’s tribe by stating in
Isaiah 11:10 that Messiah will
come from Jesse. Jesus fulfills

test #5 in Luke 3:32 (“... Jesus,
the son of Jesse”).

The sixth test is that the Mes-
siah must descend from David.
God eliminates 6/7 of Jesse’s
lineage by stating in Jeremiah
23:5 that Messiah will be a de-
scendant of David. Jesus fulfills
test #6 in Luke 3:31 (“... Jesus,
the son of David”).

The seventh test is that the
Messiah must be born in Beth-
lehem. God eliminates all other
cities in the world in Micah 5:2.
Jesus fulfills test #7 in John 7:42
(“... the Christ comes from...
the town of Bethlehem, where
David was?”).

And finally, the eighth test
is that the Messiah must arrive
before the Temple is destroyed.
In Daniel 9:26, God narrows
Messiah’s arrival before 70 AD,
when Titus destroys the temple.
Jesus fulfills test #8 in Mark 13:2
(“Jesus said.. Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone
shall be left upon another, that

»

shall not be thrown down.”)

Ed Croteau is a resident of
Lee’s Summit and hosts a weekly
study in Lees Summit called,
“Faith: Substance and Evidence.”

America’s Moral Compass
What is the true legacy of Christopher Columbus?

Columbus wrote in his dia-
ries that “No one should fear
to undertake any task in the
name of Our Savior, if it is just
and the intention is purely
for His Holy Service” In 1492
when Columbus journeyed to
the New World His Diaries
reported that he was sailing
to “spread the advancement
of the Christian faith” Co-
lumbus wrote in his diary: “It
was the Lord who put into my
mind the fact that it would
be possible to sail from here
to the Indies. All who heard
of my project rejected it with
laughter, ridiculing me. There
is no question that the in-
spiration was from the Holy
Spirit, because he comforted
me with the rays of marvel-
ous inspiration from the Holy
Scriptures” Let the words
of Christopher Columbus
inspire you. Don't ever fear
to undertake any task in the
name of the Lord.

In 1607 the Jamestown
settlers planted a cross and
claimed this land for Jesus
Christ. The Pilgrims landed
a few years later, John Win-
throp telling us we should be
as a City Upon a Hill - all of
these powerful images. How
about that? Our Founding
Fathers were not a bunch of
deists after all. They were
dedicated Christians.

The Pilgrims that landed
at Cape Cod, Massachusetts
wrote the first contract of gov-
ernment or covenant, the first
Constitution of America. It’s
our birth certificate, known
as the Mayflower Compact.
It begins with these words:
“In the name of God. Amen!”
That’s where America began.

Ah - but there are those
who don’t like to hear that,
and surely that must have
ended with those first Pil-
grims. But, my friends, it did
not. When finally the New

Christopher Columbus 1451-1506. This print was adapted
from a portrait by Girsch & Roehsler, published in 1892
to mark the quadricentennial of the landing of Columbus
in the Americas. Society has mixed opinions of Columbus,
however his historic voyages paved the way for worldwide
expansion from Europe. Courtesy Library of Congress

England settlements formed
their first Bond in what is
known as the New England
Confederation, they said: “. .
. that we all came to this part
of America for one and the
same end and aim, to advance
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ”

These were men and wom-
an of conviction, willing to
suffer, to be killed and die, all
because of the Word of God.
They spent hours and hours
reading the Bible and search-
ing the scriptures. They truly
had the “faith of our Fathers”
with true convictions and
were willing to give their
whole lives.

They drew up the “Birth

Certificate” of the United
States (the “May flower Com-
pact”) which began: “In the
name of God . .. Amen!”

Dee Wampler is an Author,
Defense  Attorney, Former
Prosecutor, and a Native of
Springfield, MO. He believes
America needs a moral com-
pass and advocates an hon-
est look at Americas Christian
History.
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The group American Atheists dedicated the first monument to unbelief on public land in June

(RNS) After years of fights
over religious monuments on
public land, a county court-
house in Northern Florida will
soon be the home of the na-
tion’s first monument to athe-
ism on public property.

On June 29, the group
American Atheists unveiled
a 1,500-pound granite bench
engraved with secular-themed
quotations from Thomas Jef-
ferson, Benjamin Franklin and
its founder, Madalyn Murray
O’Hair, among others, in front
of the Bradford County Court-
house in Starke, Fla.

The New Jersey - based
group, which has a member-
ship of about 4,000 atheists,
humanists and other non-be-
lievers, won the right to erect
the monument in a settlement
reached in March over a six-
ton granite display of the Ten
Commandments on the same
property.

American  Atheists sued
Bradford County after the
erection of that monument last
year, claiming its place on the
courthouse lawn represented
a government endorsement of
religion.

Both monuments were paid
for by private money. Busi-

The monument to 10 Commandments was erected on the lawn of the Bradford County,
Florida courthouse in 2012. Operating with a new strategy, the American Atheists have
exercised their right to place their own monument to atheism -- the first of its kind in the
United States to be located on public property -- nearby. The monument will be unveiled
and dedicated later this month. Photo Courtesy American Atheists.

The dueling monuments
illustrate an ongoing battle
over public displays of religion
across the country that have

Amendment scholar and
director of the Newseum’s
Religious

tion Project, says atheists are

Freedom Educa-

“Atheists are adopting a new strategy in
challenging religion in the public sphere:
if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.

Charles C. Haynes, a First Amendment scholar and director
of the Newseum’s Religious Freedom Education Project

nessman Joe Anderson paid
for the Ten Commandments
monument through the Chris-
tian Men’s Fellowship, a local
group, and the atheist monu-
ment was paid for by Ameri-
can Atheists with a grant from
the Stiefel Freethought Foun-
dation.
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gone beyond the annual De-
cember dust-ups over creche
displays on civic property. Just
this year, there have been legal
wranglings over Ten Com-
mandment displays in Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania and in
another Florida county.
Charles C. Haynes, a First

adopting a new strategy in
challenging religion in the
public sphere: if you can’t beat
‘em, join ‘em.

“This is a tactic that is be-
coming  more common,’
Haynes said. “If we can’'t get
religious symbols out of public
spaces, then we will put ours
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417-334-0076

up to counter them. If the gov-
ernment allows one groups to
put up a display, then it must
allow others”

That strategy has been bol-
stered by Supreme Court rul-
ings that have found private
religious expressions on pub-
lic property do not violate the
First Amendment so long as
other expressions are equally
allowed. In 2005, the court
ruled a Ten Commandments
monument on the grounds of
the Texas state capitol was per-
mitted because it had histori-
cal significance, was privately
funded and did not promote
one religion over others.

Of course, the strategy can
be adopted by any group - re-
ligious or non-religious. Will
Sexton, an attorney for Brad-
ford County, said that since
American Atheists announced
their monument last month,
the county has received re-
quests for monument appli-
cations from several groups,
though he did not know if they
were religious in nature. So
far, no additional monuments
have been approved.

Guidelines for privately-
funded, public monuments on
the Bradford County Court-
house lawn require that the

monuments commemorate
“people, events
which played a significant role
in the development, origins or
foundations of United States
of America or Florida law, or
Bradford County” Both the
Ten Commandments and the
atheist monument meet those
requirements, Sexton said.

The atheist monument -
which looks like a backwards,
lower-case letter “h”
graved with the words of sev-
eral Founding Fathers, as well
as a quotation from the Treaty
of Tripoli, signed by President
John Adams in 1797. It reads,
“The government of the Unit-
ed States of America is not in
any sense founded on the
Christian Religion.”

American Atheists presi-
dent David Silverman will at-
tend the June 29 unveiling.
The monument, he said, is his
group’s attempt to assert its
equality.

“This is not an attack on
religion, but rather religion’s
monopoly,” he “The
words on our monument do
not deride or mock, but rather
they clarify and correct as-
sertions that Christianity has
some kind of special place in
America over other religious
positions. It does not”

He added that American
Atheists has plans for other
monuments in other public
places.

“Everywhere a religious
monument is displayed, we
will attempt to place an equal-
izer,” Silverman said. “And 1
would like to encourage all re-
ligious groups, sects or cults to
follow suit. Everyone has the

and ideas

- is en-

said.

same rights in America, and
those rights are lost if not de-
fended”

Editor’s note:  American
Atheists President, David
Silverman, announced on
Saturday (June 29) at noon,
during his monument unveil-
ing speech, that the Bradford
County Courthouse atheist
monument in Starke, Florida
is only the first of many.

“We plan to work with lo-
cal groups to install a total of
fifty monuments nationwide,”
Silverman said.

The monuments will be
placed on government prop-
erty in places where religious
monuments currently stand.

An anonymous donor is
making this possible.

Study: gays find most
U.S. faiths unfriendly

By Adelle M. Banks

(RNS) - Gay Americans
are much less religious than
the general U.S. population,
and about three in 10 of them
say they have felt unwelcome
in a house of worship, a new
study shows.

The Pew Research Center’s
study, released Thursday (June
13), details how gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender
Americans view many of the
country’s prominent faiths: in
a word, unfriendly.

The vast majority said Islam
(84 percent); the Mormon
church (83 percent); the
Roman Catholic Church (79
percent); and evangelical
churches (73 percent)
were unfriendly. Jews and
nonevangelical ~ Protestants
drew a more mixed reaction,
with more than 40 percent
considering  them either
unfriendly or neutral about
gays and lesbians.

Ross Murray, director of
news and faith initiatives for
the gay rights group GLAAD,
said relations between the
religious and gay communities
have warmed in recent years,
but before the last decade
they were “pretty painful”
He thinks the sense of
unfriendliness comes in part
from the loudest voices of faith
speaking through an anti-gay
frame. Religious groups that
support gays and lesbians, as a
GLAAD study found last year,
get far less media attention.

“The leading anti-gay voices
always put it in religious terms,
which taints how people view
religion,” Murray said.

While Pew researchers

found that U.S. gays noted
increased social acceptance,
29 percent of those surveyed
said they personally have
felt unaccepted in a house of
worship. That compares to
39 percent who say theyve
been rejected by a close
friend or family member, and
21 percent who say theyve
been treated unfairly by an

employer.
Almost 50 percent of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and

transgender adults say they
have no religious affiliation,
compared to 20 percent of the
general population. One-third
of religiously affiliated gay
and lesbian adults say there
is a conflict between their
faith beliefs and their sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Although  many  gay
Americans seem to eschew
faith, the majority of those
who are religiously affiliated
are Christian - 42 percent.
Two percent are Jewish and
8 percent belong to another
non-Christian faith.

Just like the general public,
younger gays and lesbians are
less likely to have religious
ties. But while nearly one-
third of 18- to 29-year-olds
in the general public are not
affiliated with a religion,
almost double that share
- 60 percent - of gays and
lesbians in that age group are
unaffiliated.

The Pew survey was based
on interviews from April 11-
29 with 1,197 self-identified
gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender adults and had
a margin of error of plus or
minus 4.1 percentage points.

public monument

Some quotes
from the

Florida
monument:

“An atheist believes
that a hospital should
be built instead of a
church. An atheist be-
lieves that a deed must
be done instead of a
prayer said. An atheist
strives for involvement
in life and not escape
into death. He wants
disease conquered, pov-
erty banished, war elim-
inated”

— Madalyn Murray
O’Hair

“Question with bold-
ness even the existence
of a god; because, if
there be one, he must
more approve the hom-
age of reason than that
of blindfolded fear”

- Thomas Jefferson

“It will never be pre-
tended that any person
employed in that service
[writing the Constitu-
tion], had interviews
with the gods, or were
in any degree under the
inspiration of Heaven?”

- John Adams

“Where a religion is
good, I conceive it will
support itself; and when
it does not support it-
self, and God does not
take care to support it
so that its professors are
obliged to call for help
of the civil power, ‘tis a
sign, I apprehend, of its
being a bad one.”

- Benjamin Frank-
lin

Church

Continued from front page

hide - the guidelines describe
some of the best hiding plac-
es.

Fighting back is a last re-
sort. According to the new
rules, gathered in a 38-page
document called “Guide for
Developing  High-Quality
Emergency Operations Plans
for Houses of Worship,” fight-
ing back is advised for “adults
in immediate danger; who
should: “Consider trying to
disrupt or incapacitate the
shooter by using aggressive
force and items in their en-
vironment, such as fire extin-
guishers or chairs.

In a study of 41 active
shooter events that ended be-
fore law enforcement arrived,
the potential victims stopped
the attacker themselves in 16
instances. In 13 of those cas-
es, they physically subdued
the attacker”

The question of how best
to subdue a gunman is likely
to rekindle a debate within
many churches, particularly
in parts of the country where
it is common to carry weap-
ons: Should congregants
bring guns to church?

“Each house of worship
should determine, as part of
its planning process, policies
on the control and presence
of weapons, as permitted by
law;” the guidelines say.

It also says that individuals
must make their own deci-
sions about how best to re-
spond when confronted by
an active shooter.

Though the booklet was
unveiled at an event on gun
violence, it focuses on emer-
gency preparedness in gen-
eral, whether for a shooter,
an arsonist or a hurricane.
A special section focuses on
“active shooter situations”
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NAACP’s Rev. William Barber emerges as
leader of Moral Monday protests in N.C.

By Yonat Shimron

RALEIGH, N.C. (RNS) The
throngs of demonstrators who
flock to the grassy knoll out-
side the North Carolina State-
house each Monday know the
drill.

They listen to a fiery speech
denouncing the Republican
majority’s legislative actions.
They sing freedom songs and
chant civil rights slogans.
Then they march two by two
into the legislative building to
be handcuffed by police and
arrested for failing to obey or-
ders to disperse.

Leading them in this weekly
rite of nonviolent civil disobe-
dience is the Rev. William
J. Barber II, president of the
state€’s NAACP chapter. Since
assuming the state presidency
eight years ago, he has waged
numerous battles challenging
local and state governments
to extend educational op-
portunities, broaden the vot-
ing base, provide health care
and more generally lift up the
poor.

At a time when the country
is becoming less religious and
liberal politicians shy away
from faith-based rhetoric, this
Disciples of Christ minister,
steeped in the activist tradi-
tions of the black church, has
emerged as a galvanizing force
in North Carolina’s pushback
against the Republican-domi-
nated legislature.

And with his bear-like stat-
ure and thundery oratory, he
has towered over his secular
political counterparts.

Over the course of nearly
two months, he has prodded
480 North Carolinians to get
arrested during weekly “Moral
Monday” demonstrations.

At Monday’s (June 24) dem-
onstration, Barber expected
nearly 300 more at what is
billed “Mass Moral Monday.”

“He communicates the
message of the South with a
power I had heard only in re-
cordings of Dr. Martin Luther
King,” said Jonathan Wilson-
Hartgrove, a Christian writer
and activist in Durham who
has known the preacher since
he was in high school.

With Barber steering the
opposition to cuts in unem-
ployment benefits, health care
funding, voting rights and
environment regulations, the
movement has taken on the
feel of a church revival. Each
demonstration begins with
a call to join hands and pray.
Barber’s speech is inflected
with Dbiblical references to
Pharaoh, Goliath, good and
evil. Then there are the folksy
civil rights refrains: “Woke up
this morning with my mind
set on justicey and “Aint
gonna let nobody turn me
around”

With his photo in the news-
papers and on TV, the 49-year-
old Barber has become as well
known as Gov. Pat McCrory
and Republican leaders of the
House and Senate.

At a Durham coffee shop
last week, web developer Jim
McManus walked up to Bar-
ber to say, “Thank you for all
you're doing with Moral Mon-
day”

“I'm really alarmed at what’s
happening,” said McManus, of
Durham. Barber encouraged
his visitor to attend Moral
Mondays and stop by and say
hello.

To outsiders, North Caro-
lina is often indistinguishable
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Two clergy members march against cuts to education during the seventh Moral Mon-
day protest on June 17 in Raleigh, N.C. Photo by Anna Scott

from a host of Southern states
with equally conservative so-
cial and fiscal agendas. But in
fact, it has long been a moder-
ate state in which Democrats
controlled the governor’s of-
fice for 20 years, and until last
year, controlled at least one
body of the legislature since
the 1800s.

No one knows this better
than Barber, an avid student of
the state’s history. Barber talks
incessantly of his vision for
“fusion politics” modeled after
a period in the late 19th cen-
tury when the state’s Populist
and Republican parties, blacks
and whites, joined forces to
govern the state.

He points out he’s not wed-
ded to the Democratic Party
but rather to coalitions that
are willing to fight for just

New Gettysburg museum explores
the role faith played in the Civil War

By G. Jeffery MacDonald (RNS)

When Confederate soldiers
bore down on Gettysburg,
Pa., in 1863, a quiet seminary
building atop a ridge was trans-
formed — first into a Union
lookout, then a field hospital for
600 wounded soldiers.

Now the structure that stood
at the center of the Civil War’s
bloodiest and most pivotal bat-
tle is being transformed once
again.

On July 1, marking the 150th
anniversary of the Battle of Get-

Schmucker Hall, on the grounds of the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Gettysburg, as it might of appeared to advancing Confeder-
ate troops in summer of 1863. Photo compliments Lutheran Semi-

nary, Gettysburg

tysburg, Schmucker Hall, locat-
ed on the campus of Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Get-
tysburg, reopened as a museum
reflecting on the epic battle, the
costly war and the complex role
of faith.

Seminary Ridge Museum
will take visitors into the minds
of those who fought and ex-
plore their conflicting ideas of
freedom.

Some 750,000 soldiers died
during the Civil War and many
of them carried and quoted
from the Bible. But they read it
in divergent ways that still re-
verberate in a polarized Amer-
ica.

“People have found it com-
fortable to find a way to think
about the Civil War in terms of
valor and heroism,” said Bar-
bara Franco, executive director
of the museum. “We want to
really look at these other parts
of it — causes, consequences
— and leave people thinking
there’s more to this than just the
simple answers.”

Visitors begin with a big
view of the battlefields. They
gaze out from the cupola where
Union General John Buford
viewed advancing Confederate
brigades. They walk the creak-

ing floors where wounded sol-
diers built back strength over a
course of months. They ponder
how soldiers suffered and how
they made sense of it.

“Here were these young men,
caught up in these events, and
trying to be as faithful as they
could be as good Christians,”
said Maria Erling, professor of
church history at the seminary.
“They were consoled by those
faith commitments.”

In interactive exhibits, visi-
tors grapple with mid-19th cen-

tury moral dilemmas: Would
you harbor a fugitive slave if it
meant you could go to prison?
What motivated nurses, such
as the Catholic Daughters of
Charity, to tend to the injured
on both sides?

Exhibits also showcase re-
ligious belongings of soldiers
who fought at Gettysburg. Ex-
ample: a 3-inch-by-2-inch Bi-
ble carried by Jefferson Coates.
A member of Wisconsins 7th
Regiment and recipient of the
Medal of Honor, he was blind-
ed on the Gettysburg battlefield

but survived.

“The fact that he carried
this Bible with him tells me
a lot about him and his pur-
pose,” said Coates’ great-
granddaughter, Jean Smith
of Kansas City, who donated
the Bible to the seminary. “If
there hadn’t been some sort of
a religious context for him, he
wouldn’t have carried it”

The museum, which cost
$15 million to develop, popu-
larizes new insights from re-
cent scholarship, including
how clergy on both
sides were physi-
cally attacked for
taking unpopular
stands on slavery.

“It’s really a war
of words that pre-
cedes the war of
sabers and guns;
Franco said. “The
slavery debate is
very influenced by
biblical passages to
support one side or
the other”

As it turned out,
both sides came to
interpret Scripture
in ways that would
support their views
on slavery, with
literal  interpreta-
tions hardening in
the South and figurative ones
gaining favor in the North.

Those interpretive prin-
ciples still hold sway, Erling
added, as the regions differ on
social issues from women’s or-
dination to homosexuality.

“The North had its own
agenda, its own reasons for
reading the Bible the way it
did) Erling said. “And the
South had its own reasons for
reading the Bible the way it
did. ... That's how we have a
Bible Belt”
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causes.

“Narrow-minded, isolated
agendas aren’t going to hold
themselves up as meaningful
in the changing demograph-
ics of our country;” he said. “A
regressive agenda doesn't fit”

To that end, he rises at 6
a.m. each day and spends
countless hours crisscross-
ing the state in a black GMC
Yukon, meeting with various
constituencies and building an
ever-growing coalition.

After speaking to a con-
ference of United Church of
Christ ministers, he climbed
into his car, got on his cell
phone and joined a confer-
ence call with ministers, rab-
bis and academics. By 10 p.m.,
he set off for the 90-minute
commute back to Goldsboro
where he lives with his wife
and five children.

The feverish activism is
something he learned from
his father. Barber was born
in Indianapolis on Aug. 30,
1963 — two days after the
Rev. Martin Luther King de-
livered his “I Have a Dream”
speech from the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial. His father,
William, a minister and an ac-
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tivist, was so swept up by the
civil rights movement, he de-
cided to move his family back
to North Carolina and enroll
his only son in a segregated
school.

North Carolina’s public
school began to desegregate
in the early 1970s, and Bar-
ber’s parents helped lead the
charge.

Barber picked up the man-
tle early. He was elected presi-
dent of the NAACP’s youth
council at age 15, president of
his high school’s student body
at 17, and student government
president at North Carolina
Central University at 19.

He worked for the Rev. Jes-
se Jackson’s failed 1984 presi-
dential bid, and succeeded in
opening a voting precinct on
campus.

After completing a master’s
at Duke Divinity School, he
settled into the life of a pastor
but very quickly found him-
self fighting on behalf of his
congregants for clean water
or the right of labor groups to
organize.

“There’s no one who works
harder” said Rob Stephens,

the field secretary for the
NAACP chapter. “You can
never do as much as what he’s
going to do”

All that activism hasn’t won
him many friends among Re-
publicans in Raleigh, some of
whom have dubbed the pro-
tests “Moron Mondays” and
labeled the demonstrators
“mostly white, angry, aged
former hippies”

“They’re  counterproduc-
tive,” said Rep. Craig Horn,
a Republican who represents
Union County outside Char-
lotte, referring to the dem-
onstrations. “I appreciate the
concerns many people are
voicing, and the desire to be
heard on a number of issues.
But the way theyre going
about it serves no good pur-
pose. It’s all show and no go”

There’s no question Barber
is a polarizing figure to some,
and that may be the reason
there haven’t been any serious
face-to-face conversations be-
tween the lawmakers and the
demonstrators.

“I think intelligent black
men scare people” said the
Rev. Nancy Petty, pastor of
Raleigh’s Pullen Memorial
Baptist Church, a liberal con-
gregation active on many so-
cial justice issues.

Barber, too, may recognize
there’s little maneuvering
space with the current legis-
lature. He’s focused on legal
challenges and voter registra-
tion drives intended to stop
the government’s actions in its
tracks.

“We may not sprint for-
ward,” he acknowledged, “but
there’s a resistance to going
backward” That's why he’s
picked the slogan for his cam-
paign: “Forward together. Not
one step back”

And then there are the ar-
rests. On Monday morning,
Barber was in court to chal-
lenge them on constitutional
grounds. But on Monday

night, many will proudly wear
a gray and white pin. It reads:
“I went to jail with Rev. Bar-
ber”
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Quebec Soccer Federation lifts turban ban

However, allegations of religious intolerance and racism still linger

By Ron Csillag

TORONTO (RNS) - Que-
bec’s much-criticized ban
on turbans on soccer fields
ended this weekend after the
game’s world governing body
ruled Sikh headgear permis-
sible.

The Quebec Soccer Fed-
eration lifted the ban Satur-
day (June 15), a day after the
Canadian Soccer Association
sent out word that FIFA, the
international governing body,
approved the headgear. But
allegations of religious intol-
erance and racism still linger.

“It's unfortunate that it
took this long and this much
effort for the QSF to realize
that Sikh children should be
allowed to play,” said Prem
Singh Vinning, president of
the World Sikh Organization
of Canada.

In April, the Canadian as-
sociation urged provincial
counterparts to allow turbans,
but Quebec refused. Authori-
ties cited safety concerns and
pointed to ambiguous rules
from FIFA.

As a result of the ban, the
association suspended the
province on June 10. The
move risked turning Quebec
into a soccer pariah, prevent-
ing its teams from participat-
ing in or hosting interprovin-

Turbans, called patkas or keskis, like the one pictured above, are traditional headgear
for those in the Sikh religion. Among the Sikhs, the turban is an article of faith that
represents honour, self-respect, courage, spirituality, and piety. Many Sikhs consider
the turban an important part of the unique Sikh identity. Photo: Courtesy Wikimedia

cial matches and national and
international competitions.
Saturday, the Canadian as-
sociation quickly confirmed
the suspension was over, add-
ing it was “pleased that both
organizations could come to a
timely resolution on this im-

Acts Ministry Radio
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ActsMediaGroup.com

portant matter.”

But the lifting of the ban
did not come soon enough
to prevent 20 teams from
Ontario from pulling out of
a tournament in Quebec this
weekend.

The Quebec federation’s
executive director, Brigitte
Frot, who had initially said
that Sikh children “can play
in their backyard,” said on
Saturday that it “has been
our intention from the onset
to get a confirmation that the
FIFA allowed wearing of tur-
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bans, patkas or keskis.

“We are very happy that
the FIFA has responded to
our request and by the same
token dispelled the ambigui-
ties created by a lack of clari-
fication,” she added.

With accusations of intol-
erance and pettiness leveled
at Quebec, the ban quickly
became a political hot potato.
The province’s separatist pre-
mier scolded the Canadian
Soccer Association for inter-
fering in Quebec’s affairs.

“I believe the Quebec fed-

eration has the right to make
its own rules,” said Premier
Pauline Marois. “It's not
bound by the Canadian fed-
eration.”

She said media coverage of
the issue that painted Que-
becers as racist and intolerant
was “disgraceful”

Balpreet Singh of the
World Sikh Organization of
Canada cited a bright spot in
the episode.

“The Sikh  community
gained a lot of friends,” he
said. “A lot of people across
Canada - including Quebec
- sent us a lot of messages of
solidarity, and it was an op-
portunity for the Sikh com-
munity to maybe educate
people about who we are and
on the significance of the tur-
ban”

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The
Sikh religion originated in
India. The term “Sikh” means
disciple or student. The Sikh
religion was founded by Guru
Nanak. The essence of Sikh
teaching is summed up by
Nanak in these words: “Real-
ization of Truth is higher than
all else. Higher still is truthful
living”. Sikh teaching empha-
sizes the principle of equal-
ity of all humans and rejects
discrimination on the basis
of caste, creed, and gender.
Most male Sikhs have Singh
(lion) as their last name and
most female Sikhs have Kaur
(princess) as their last name.
Information was condensed
from Wikidedia,com. See
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Sikh for more information.

Timbuktu
artifacts

destroyed

Omar Sacirbey

(RNS) Fighting in Mali has
destroyed or damaged many
religious artifacts and buildings
in Timbuktu, an ancient Islam-
ic learning center, local experts
and a United Nations team have
reported.

“The destruction caused
to Timbuktus heritage is
even more alarming than we
thought,” said Lazare Eloundou
Assomo of UNESCO’s World
Heritage Centre, the cultural
agency that surveyed the his-
toric city May 28 - June 3.

The team found that 14 mau-
soleums, including some listed
among UNESCO’s World Heri-
tage sites, were completely de-
stroyed, while parts of the Djin-
gareyber Mosque, built around
1327 with straw, wood and
limestone, were also destroyed.

More than 4,200 historic
manuscripts were lost from the
Ahmed Baba Institute, named
after one of Timbuktus most
revered scholars, while another
300,000 were evacuated, mostly
to Bamako, and “are in urgent
need of conservation,” accord-
ing to Eloundou Assomo.

Founded in the 5th century
along the southern edge of the
Sahara Desert, Timbuktu grew
into a major intellectual and Is-
lamic learning center that once
had 11 universities.

“They’re important because
they help document a sophisti-
cated, educated civilization that
existed,” said Okolo Rashid, ex-
ecutive director of the Interna-
tional Museum of Muslim Cul-
tures in Jackson, Miss. which
has a permanent collection of
Timbuktu manuscripts and ar-
tifacts.

Jewish federations support
egalitarian space at Western Wall

The plan will allow the Western Wall to “become a spiritual center for all Jews.”

By David Herrera

JERUSALEM (RNS) -
The Jewish Federations of
North America announced
Monday (June 3) that
its trustees had passed a
resolution in favor of a
nonsegregated place where
men and women can pray
and read from the Torah at
the Western Wall, the Jewish
holy site.

Worshippers  at  the
Western Wall now have
two options: separate men’s
and women’s sections, both
under the auspices of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs,

an Orthodox institution.

The egalitarian plan will
allow the Western Wall to
“become a spiritual center
for all Jews and a symbol of
unity for the entire Jewish
community world-wide,” the
federation statement said.

The plan is the result of
months of negotiations
between Jewish Agency
Chairman Natan Sharansky
and the heads of the non-
Orthodox movements
in the US. and Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu asked Sharansky
to find a way to accommodate

N
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both Orthodox and non-
Orthodox prayer at the wall,
which operates as a de facto
Orthodox synagogue.

In May, just days after a
court ruled that the feminist
prayer group Women of
the Wall can legally pray at
the wall wearing traditional
prayer shawls, thousands of
ultra-Orthodox Jews tried
to stop the activists, some by
throwing rocks and spitting.

The Netanyahu
government responded
to escalating tensions by
reaching out to North

American Jews.

“By issuing this resolution,
the Jewish Federations are
giving voice to the strong
desire across our community
to resolve this critical issue
and ensure that all Jews
can experience the most
spiritually powerful place in
Judaism,” Jerry Silverman,
JENASs president and CEO,
said in the statement.

The plan still faces a long
road to implementation.
Recently, archaeologists said
the place earmarked for the
egalitarian section contains
ancient artifacts that cannot

be disturbed.
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British scouts to welcome atheists

The UK’ scouting program to offer an atheist version on the oath without reference to God

CANTERBURY, England
(RNS) - The British scouting
movement will soon welcome
atheists who are reluctant to
join the worldwide organiza-
tion because they must take
an oath to serve God.

Trustees from the Scouting
Association — whose patron
is Queen Elizabeth II — are
preparing to meet next week
to approve a new scouting
oath for atheists — thus put-
ting them on par with Chris-
tians, Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs
and Hindus.

While those with religious
affiliations will continue to
promise to do their duty to
both God and the queen, the
new “Atheist Promise” (as it’s
being called here) will say
something different — al-
though the exact words have
not yet been released.

This comes only a week
after Girl Guides announced
that they would give up their
promise to “love my God”
Beginning in September,
the 500,000 Brownies and
Guides will instead promise
to be “true to myself and de-
velop my beliefs”

The British wing of the
scouting organization found-
ed by Lord Robert Baden-
Powell in 1907 at Brownsea
Island in southern England
has agreed to bow to pressure
from an increasing number
of atheists. It comes at a time
when British scouting has
experienced buoyant growth
— membership increased to
525,000 last year, up from
445,000 in 2005.

Alternative versions of the
words “duty to God” have
existed for different religious

Young British boys enjoy a version of Boy Scouting similar to the Boy Scouts of America.
In recent years the programs have made an effort to include an increasing number of
immigrants. The youth pictured here is wearing a traditional British Scouting uniform.

groups for more than 40
years. But this is the first time
the British scouting leaders
have consulted on an alterna-
tive version to accommodate
the wishes of nonbelievers.
“We do not plan to change
the core promise but to of-
fer an option for those who
are without faith but who
wish to be part of the Scout
Movement and are keen to
support the movement’s val-
ues and developmental work
with young people who are
drawn from the widest range
of cultures, belief systems and
communities,” said Chris Fos-
ter, media relations officer for
the Scouting Association in

London.

The original oath is: On my
honour, I promise that I will
do my best. To do my duty to
God and the Queen. To help
other people. And to obey the
Scout Law.

In recent years, scouting
groups have reached out to
young men and women in
new immigrant communities.
Today, dozens of troops are
made up mainly of Muslims,
Hindus or Sikhs.

The new wording for athe-
ists will be devised by the
trustees of the Scouting Asso-
ciation and approved by the
worldwide movement before
they are announced.

Pope creates commission to review
scandal-plagued Vatican bank

BY Alessandro Speciale

VATICAN CITY (RNS)
Pope Francis on Wednesday
(June 26) set up a commission
to review the activities of the
scandal-plagued Vatican Bank
to ensure it works
in harmony with
the mission of the
Roman  Catholic
Church.

The move comes
only a few days af-
ter he appointed
a trusted cleric as
the bank’s oversee-
ing prelate, a posi-
tion that had been
vacant for years.
The appointment
indicates Francis’
resolve in tackling
one of the most
embarrassing  is-
sues left behind by
Pope Benedict XVI
when he resigned in February.

The Vatican Bank, formally
known as the Institute for the
Works of Religion (IOR), has
a long history of secrecy and
scandals. It has reportedly been
involved in several shady op-
erations in past years and has
been accused of having ties to
the Mafia.

Most recently, top bank offi-
cials have been put under inves-
tigation by Italian magistrates

for alleged money laundering.
The new commission created
by Francis will have the power
to access the banks data and
documents, trumping the se-
crecy that historically shrouded

Top bank officials
have been put under
investigation by
[talian magistrates
for alleged money

laundering.

its operations.

The five-member commis-
sion includes among its mem-
bers two cardinals and the
former U.S. ambassador to the
Holy See, Harvard professor
Mary Ann Glendon.

The Vatican’s chief spokes-
man, the Rev. Federico Lom-
bardi, said Francis wants to “re-
form the bank to make it more
pertinent to the church’s needs”

Under Benedict, the Vatican

started adopting international
financial transparency stan-
dards, setting up an indepen-
dent financial watchdog.

While a European monitor-
ing authority has issued a posi-
tive review of the
Vatican’s efforts, it
stressed that more
needed to be done,
especially about the
bank.

In recent weeks,
Ernst von Freyberg,
the bank’s president
- appointed during
Benedicts pontifi-
cate — said the IOR
needed to address
its tarnished reputa-
tion.

Francis was elect-
ed with a clear man-
date to reform the
Curia, the Vatican’s
central administra-
tion, after years of scandals and
reports of infighting and lack of
internal collaboration.

Speaking at his weekly gener-
al audience in St. Peter’s Square
on Wednesday, he stressed that
in the church no one is superior
to anyone else: “We are all equal
in the eyes of God. But, one of
you might say, ‘Mr. Pope, sir,
you are not equal to us But I
am just like each of you. We are
all equal”
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Oppression

Continued from page 1

And because some of the
most restrictive countries are
very populous, more than 5.1
billion people (74 percent of
the world’s population) were
living in 2011 in countries
“with high government re-
strictions on religion or high
social hostilities involving
religion, the brunt of which
often falls on religious mi-
norities,” the study’s authors
report.

The report also tracked the
proportion of the world’s na-
tions where religious groups
suffered persecution:

Christians were harassed
in the largest share of nations
- 105, but down from 111 in
the previous year.

Muslims were persecuted
in 101 countries in 2011, up
from 90 countries the year
before.

Jews were harassed in 69
countries, about the same as
the year before (68 countries).
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Pope Francis:
Christianity is
incompatible with
anti-Semitism

VATICAN CITY (RNS) In his first official meeting with a Jewish
delegation, Pope Francis on Monday (June 24) reaffirmed the
Catholic Church’s condemnation of anti-Semitism and vowed
to further deepen Catholic-Jewish relations.

“Due to our common roots, a Christian cannot be anti-Semit-
ic!” he told a delegation of the International Jewish Committee
for Interreligious Consultations, the Vatican’s official partner for
interfaith dialogue with the world’s Jews.

In his speech, Francis stated that the church condemns “hate,
persecution, and all manifestations of anti-Semitism.”

He also reiterated that the Second Vatican Council’s 1965 dec-
laration “Nostra Aetate” remains the key point of reference for
Catholic-Jewish relations.

The document had received renewed attention in recent years
as Pope Benedict X VT tried to reconcile the church with a tradi-
tionalist breakaway group that refused the modernizing reforms
of Vatican II, including dialogue with the Jews.

Benedicts relations with Jews had been also fraught with
controversy over a revived Good Friday prayer that called for
Jews' conversion and the progress toward beatification of Pope
Pius XII, whom Jews accuse of having remained silent during
the Holocaust.

Francis himself is no stranger to Jewish-Catholic dialogue. In
his native Argentina, then-Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio had strong
ties to the local Jewish community and wrote a book-length in-
terview with Rabbi Abraham Skorka.

When terrorists killed 85 and wounded 300 in a 1994 bomb-
ing at a Jewish center in Buenos Aires, Bergoglio expressed
solidarity with the local Jewish community. On the day after his
election, he personally invited Rome’s chief rabbi to his inaugu-
ration Mass at the Vatican.

“Pope Francis is a very good friend of the Jewish people and
we rejoice in the fact that he will continue to advance the path of
his predecessors in deepening the Catholic-Jewish relationship
even further;” said Rabbi David Rosen, director of international
interreligious affairs at the American Jewish Committee, after
meeting with Francis.

Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, executive vice president of the Conser-
vative movement’s Rabbinical Assembly, described the meeting
with the pope as “very positive” and “familiar.”

“You could see that he had ties with Jews back home,” she
said.

In her brief conversation with Francis, Schonfeld said she
praised the work of American nuns in combating human traf-
ficking, and hoped for enhanced Catholic-Jewish cooperation
on the issue.
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ACL]J files federal lawsuit
Against IRS on behalf of 41

conservative groups

IRS admits targeting conservative groups

(Washington, DC) - The
American Center for
and Justice filed an amended
lawsuit in federal court in
Washington, D.C. - adding an
additional 16 Tea Party and
conservative organizations, in-
cluding a pro-life group, to the
complaint - bringing to 41 the
total number of organizations
represented in the court chal-
lenge.

On May 29, 2013, the ACLJ]
filed the initial lawsuit on be-
half of 25 organizations argu-
ing top Obama Administration
officials - including those at the
Internal Revenue Service — vio-
lated the constitutional rights
of the groups by secretly target-
ing these organizations because
of their political beliefs.

“The floodgates opened af-
ter we filed our initial lawsuit,”
said Jay Sekulow, Chief Coun-
sel of the ACL]. “We have been
contacted by many additional
organizations that have been
unlawfully targeted by the IRS
- revealing that this unconsti-
tutional scheme was pervasive
and damaging to our clients. As
Congress continues its investi-
gation, and as we expand our
federal lawsuit, we're confident
that the truth will be revealed
and important questions an-
swered: How did this targeting
scheme begin? Who ordered
it? How could the White House
counsel and White House chief
of staff know about this tactic
but the President did not? We
remain dedicated to ensuring
that those responsible for this
unconscionable

Law

scheme are
held accountable”

The complaint,
which adds 16 organizations
to the original list of 25 groups,
argues that IRS officials “work-

amended

ing in offices from California
to Washington, D.C., pulled
applications from conserva-
organizations, delayed
processing those applications
for sometimes well over a year,
then made probing and un-
constitutional requests for ad-
ditional information that often
required applicants to disclose,
among other things, donor
lists, direct and indirect com-

tive

munications with members
of legislative bodies, Internet
passwords and usernames,
copies of social media and oth-
er Internet postings, and even
the political and charitable ac-
tivities of family members.”

Among the organizations
added to the complaint is a
pro-life group singled out be-
cause of its opposition to abor-
tion.

The ACLJ contends the
group, AMEN (Abortion Must
End Now) - based in Yuma,
AZ - was singled out because
of its name and because the
group is “focused on defending
the Sanctity of Life and to put
an end to abortion once and
for all” and intends to “provide
education . . . about the effects
of abortion and to present
pro-life brochures” The group
applied for 501(c)(3) status in
2010 and its application is still
pending.

In a letter dated October
20, 2010 to AMEN, an IRS
specialist in the Cincinnati of-
fice questioned the appropri-
ateness of the organization’s
goal to provide education and
awareness about its beliefs that
human life must be protected.
In fact, the letter stated that
IRS policy draws a bright line
- classifying certain activities
as political rather than educa-
tional - even questioning the

organization’s communication
strategy and content.

The IRS letter to the pro-life
group stated that the commu-
nication method used by the
group “will not be considered
educational . . . if it fails to pro-
vide a development from the
relevant facts that would ma-
terially aid a listener or reader
in a learning process” The IRS
letter also cautioned against us-
ing what it termed as “strong
emotional feelings” in an orga-
nization’s messaging.

“This is outrageous, said
Sekulow. “Now we have evi-
dence that the IRS is somehow
uniquely qualified to make a
determination about content
and regulate how a pro-life
organization can explain its
mission and beliefs. Imagine
the outcry if Planned Parent-
hood or NARAL was subjected
to this abuse. This is another
blatant example of an IRS out
of control - an agency that em-
braces unlawful and unconsti-
tutional conduct”

The ACLJ also argues that
another organization - the Ar-
lington Tea Party of Arlington,
TX - received harassing and
invasive questions from the
IRS. In a letter dated February
16, 2012, an IRS specialist de-
manded that the group provide
“a temporary Username and
Password that we could use
to review your organizations
website” The IRS also demand-
ed “hardcopy printouts” of its
social media pages, copies of
all solicitations and documents
concerning the organization’s
fundraising activities “in an
election year and non-election
year,” and “copies of handouts
to the audience” and “work-
shop materials that instructors

www.Kkillerflea.com
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Jordon Sekulow, Policy and International Operations Director for the America Center
for Law and Justice, speaks at a press conference announcing the lawsuit against the IRS

for targeting conservative groups. Photo courtesy C-SPAN

will use” at the organization’s
public events. The Arlington
Tea Party applied for 501(c)(4)
status in 2011 and the case is
still pending.

The amended lawsuit, posted
here, urges the court to find
that the Obama Administra-
tion overstepped its author-
ity and violated the First and
Fifth Amendments of the U.S.
Constitution, the Administra-
tive Procedure Act, as well as
the IRS’s own rules and regu-
lations. The lawsuit requests a
declaratory judgment that the
Defendants unlawfully delayed
and obstructed the organiza-
tions’ applications for a deter-
mination of tax-exempt status
by means of conduct that was
based on unconstitutional cri-
teria and impermissibly dispa-
rate treatment of the groups.

The suit also seeks injunc-
tive relief to protect our clients
- and their officers and direc-
tors — from further IRS abuse
or retaliation. Further, the law-
suit seeks compensatory and
punitive monetary damages to

be determined at trial at a later
date.

According to the complaint:
“The IRS scheme had a dramat-
ic impact on targeted groups,
causing many to curtail lawful
activities, expend considerable
unnecessary funds, lose donor
support, and devote countless
hours of time to responding
to onerous and targeted IRS
information requests that were
outside the scope of legitimate
inquiry”

The ACLJ now represents a
total of 41 organizations in 22
states in the lawsuit. The names
of the organizations repre-
sented are available here. Of
the 41 groups, 19 organizations
received tax-exempt status af-
ter lengthy delays, 17 are still
pending, and 5 withdrew appli-
cations because of frustration
with the IRS process.

The IRS contends that the
targeting scheme originated
with a couple of rogue IRS
agents out of the Cincinnati,
Ohio office and contends the
abusive conduct has been

halted. However, the ACLJ has
correspondence showing this
tactic was used not only in the
Cincinnati office, but also from
two offices in California - El
Monte and Laguna Niguel - as
well as the national office in
Washington, D.C. In fact, the
Washington office sent a letter
to one of our clients as recently
as April 2013.

Furthermore, the ACLJ has
letters signed by Lois Lerner,
Director of Exempt Organiza-
tions, suggesting her personal
involvement in sending inva-
sive questionnaires to 15 of our
clients in March 2012 - some
nine months after she was told
about the scheme and prom-
ised to stop it.

The ACL] has heard from
nearly 120,000 Americans call-
ing on President Obama and
members of Congress to end
the IRS abuse.

Led by Chief Counsel Jay
Sekulow, the American Center
for Law and Justice (ACLYJ), fo-
cusing on constitutional law, is
based in Washington, D.C.

D.C. Imam provides, counseling, weddings
and prayer space for gay Muslims

By Krista Kapralos

RNS) Imam Dayaiee Abdul-
lah never knows how many
people are going to show up for
Friday prayers.

Some weeks, nearly a dozen
men and women gather at
a Quaker hall in northwest
Washington, D.C., where they
kneel on prayer rugs laid out to
transform the room into a Mus-
lim place of worship.

Other weeks, Abdullah, a
convert to Islam, sits alone.

He may be the only openly
gay imam in the world, and
he formed Light of Reform
mosque more than two years
ago so people like himself could
worship without fear.

The mosque is one of just a
few in the world where openly
gay Muslims are welcome, but
even there, lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al and transgender people fear
harassment,
and often stay

“Anyone who has an inclina-
tion that is not acceptable, they
have to control themselves,” he
added. “If someone has an in-
clination to commit adultery or
an inclination to drink alcohol
or a great desire to eat pork, I
would say the same thing: Con-
trol yourselves.”

Muslim leaders in the D.C.
area don't like to talk about
Abdullah’s mosque or the wed-
dings he celebrates. Most pub-
licly oppose gay unions.

Across the nation, some have
begun to speak out. U.S. Rep.
Keith Ellison, D-Minn., and
Rep. Andre Carson, D-Ind.,
both Muslims, advocate for gay
rights.

Word of Abdullah’s mosque
has spread quickly in recent
months. He’s given interviews
to newspapers, magazines and
television programs around

Over the past 13 years, Imam

couples shared their stories.
But now, he said, they avoid the
limelight.

“They’'ve been asked too
many times,” Abdullah said.

There are about 2.6 million
Muslims in the U.S., according
to a 2010 Pew Forum on Reli-
gion and Public Life poll, but
it’s not clear how many are gay.
Eight in 10 homosexuals say Is-
lam is one of two religions most
unfriendly toward them (the
other is Mormonism), reports
the Pew Research Center.

Abdullah was 8 years old
when he told his Southern Bap-
tist parents he didn’t want to
attend their church. It was the
early 1960s, and his parents
encouraged open discussions
about religion and civil rights.

He spent his childhood pur-
suing Boy Scout merit badges
and studying various religions,
he said.

He converted

away. . > . to Islam when he

“there’s  Abdullah said he’s officiated  was 29 He was
been a lot of . . in China study-
hae speech” @t 50 gay Muslim weddings  ing Mandarin
Abdullah said. when he met

“'m doing the
work they refuse to do,” he add-
ed, referring to other imams.

Life is changing for gay Mus-
lims, even if the changes seem
infinitesimally small. A gay-
friendly mosque opened near
Paris last year. A lesbian Mus-
lim couple from Pakistan mar-
ried in a civil service this year
in England.

Western Muslims are lead-
ing the push for inclusiveness,
said Ani Zonneveld, president
of Muslims for Progressive Val-
ues, for which Abdullah serves
as director of LGBT outreach.

Abdullah provides wedding
ceremonies for gay Muslims
and interfaith couples. He also
offers counseling (available via
Skype for gay Muslims living in
countries where homosexual-
ity is not tolerated), and weekly
prayer services where men and
women kneel side by side.

But while Abdullah calls his
mosque “progressive; Imam
Muzammil Siddigi, a promi-
nent Muslim leader based at
Californias Islamic Society of
Orange County calls it “unac-
ceptable”

No legitimate imam will of-
ficiate at a same-sex wedding,
Siddiqi said.

the world. All the publicity has
brought him more work.

Over the past 13 years, he
said, he’s officiated at 50 wed-
dings. This year, he expects to
be asked to do eight or more.
He supports himself through
fees he collects for lectures,
counseling and, of course, wed-
dings, which can run up to
$2,500 and more, if it requires
travel.

“People are understanding
that they have the right both
from a spiritual and from a
legal aspect to fulfill those
dreams,” he said.

Discretion is a major ele-
ment of the gay Muslim com-
munity. Online, most gay
Muslims keep their identities
well hidden, but at Abdullah’s
mosque, publicity has trumped
anonymity. One recent Friday,
reporters outnumbered wor-
shippers five to two. One man
appeared askance when he saw
a television crew in the prayer
room. Both worshippers de-
clined to speak with reporters.

In the early years, Abdul-
lah said, reporters occasionally
asked to speak with same-sex
couples for whom hed per-
formed weddings, and those

Uighur Muslims
who taught him about Islam.
Uighurs have long faced per-
secution in China for their re-
ligion.

“I asked them, is it haram to
be Muslim and gay?” he said,
using the Islamic reference for
“forbidden.” “They said no.”

Abdullah said he’s in a long-
term relationship and doesn’t
have any immediate plans to
marry.

It's significant that Abdul-
lah was born in the U.S., said
Scott Kugle, a gay Muslim and
a religion professor at Emory
University. Culturally, Western
countries allow more question-
ing of sexuality than do others,
he said. “That doesnt mean
that people from other cultures
and regions aren’t questioning
ity he said. “They just do so
quietly”

Abdullah sees his role as that
of a pioneer, especially as more
people hear about his work and
seek him out.

“The mission I have to ac-
complish has taken on a greater
value, both personally and spir-
itually;” he said. “Not because of
the publicity, but because of the
responses.”
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Lifetree Cafes: casual discussions about God and life
Nationwide ministry creates seeker-friendly environment for non-churchgoers

WATERBURY, Conn. (RNS)
On a recent Monday evening, a
room inside Christ Community
Church was transformed into a
coffeehouse with fresh-brewed
coffee, plenty of popped kettle
corn and the thorny subject of
racism on the table.

For an hour, about 20 people
gathered around tables, shared
personal experiences about rac-
ism, watched a short documen-
tary and answered questions
meant to stimulate conversa-
tion.

The event is called Lifetree
Cafe, and its a new evangeli-
cal tool gaining popularity with
churches reaching out to poten-
tial members.

Lifetree Cafes are a fairly re-
cent venture by Group Publish-
ing, a Colorado-based Chris-
tian publishing company that is
tapping into people’s yearning
for community and face-to face
connection.

“There’s a cry out there,” said
Craig Cable, a Lifetree Cafe
representative.  “People  are
looking for hope and meaning.
Lifetree Cafes create a safe place
where people from all walks of
life can have a conversation and
talk about the struggles we deal
with”

Group Publishing tested the

Lifetree Cafes are springing up and growing all over the United State. Weekly discus-
sion groups, like the one pictured above, are open to everyone,“just as you are.” Rel-
evant and sometimes controversial topics come up. By creating and maintaining a safe
environment for discussion and even differences of opinion, everyone grows from the

experience.

to host a weekly conversation
cafe. Churches are given videos,
scripted questions, name tags
for attendees, and marketing
and promotion tools to pro-
mote the event. Churches pay
$300-$400 a month, Cable said.

Lifetree Cafes are open to

(" “Theresa cry out there. People are
looking for hope and meaning.
Lifetree Cafes create a safe place where
people from all walks of life can
have a conversation and talk about the

struggles we deal with”
\ Craig Cable, a Lifetree Cafe representative. )

~

first Lifetree Cafe in 2007 and
began licensing the program
in 2010. Since then, some 350
churches have purchased the
program, recently at a rate of
one a week.

When churches sign on,
Lifetree Cafe provides them
with all the materials they need

the public and held in church-
es, community centers, hotels
and coffee shops throughout
the country. (A Lifetree Cafe
in Loveland, Co., is held at a
homeless shelter.)

The same topic is discussed
at each cafe and sessions last
one hour. Past and future topics

include atheism, gun violence,
domestic abuse and marijuana
use. Cable said the topics ap-
peal to all denominations. They
do have a Christian message,
but they don’t “feel preachy” or
draw conclusions.

Deric Mendes, an atheist
blogger in California, said he
couldn’t resist attending a Life-
tree Cafe in a local church when
he saw one advertised earlier
this year — especially since the
week’s topic was atheism.

Mendes wrote about his ex-
perience on his blog Vicarious
Redemption. Besides some crit-
icism of the video shown at the
event, Mendes said he enjoyed
the experience and found the
people friendly and welcoming.

But there was something
strained about the evening, he
said.

“It felt like a bunch of white
neighbors in the 1960s discuss-
ing the black family who had
just moved into the neighbor-
hood,” Mendes said.

Casey Sabella, pastor of

Photo courtesy Life Tree Cafes and Group Publishing

Christ Community Church and
the weekly host of its Lifetree
Cafe, said he offers the program
to get his congregation talking
about subjects not generally
discussed during church ser-
vices.

“There’s no altar call, no
passing of the plate to collect
offerings,” Sabella said. “The
cafe is where people can come
together to have a conversa-
tion.”

While the recent Lifetree
Cafe at Sabellas Connecticut
church attracted only members
of his congregation, he hopes to
reach out to the greater com-
munity and invite people to
join in the conversation every
week. A schedule of future Life-
tree Cafe topics can be found
on the church’s website.

Bill Tooker, a Christ Com-
munity Church member, said
he found the racism discussion
helpful.

“When people start talk-
ing about something,” he said,
“change happens.”

Web site

A Nonstop
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Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Springfield
hosts a Lifetree Cafe

By Steve Highlander, RN-R Editor (SPRINGFIELD,
MO) - Every Sunday evening at 6:00 PM. an eclectic
group of people meet at the Brown Egg Coffee Shop on
the corner of Kinbrough and Madison in Springfield to
drink coffee and discuss life -- and God.

Welcome to Lifetree Cafe, hosted by Redeemer Luther-
an Church of Springfield. As you enter you are greeted
by several people , offered refreshments and encouraged
to take part in the interactive discussions.

According to LuAnn Kissee, Director of Redeemers’
Lifetree Cafe, “Lifetree Cafe is a great place to relax and
get in on some good, relevant discussion in a non-threat-
ening environment.”

The Springfield branch of Lifetree Cafe, like all other
branches, follow a weekly guide for discussion of cur-
rent topics. Lifetree Cafes (a subsidiary of Group Pub-
lishing) provides the materials, including a weekly video
story and discussion questions to facilitate each weekly
gathering.

The hour-long discussion group starts with a few
thoughts on-screen to welcome everyone and set the
stage for the evening’s discussion. “You are welcome just
as you are” “Your thoughts are welcome” “Your doubts
are welcome.” "We’re in this together” “God is here to
connect with you in a fresh way”

“Lifetree Cafe is a ‘conversation cafe,” Kissee said.
“Each week we hear real-life stories and consider some
thought-provoking questions” Everyone is encour-
aged to participate and no one’s opinion is exalted or
squelched.

The stories are human stories: Things people can re-
late to, either in their own lives, their family or some-
one they know. According to Kissee the topics can be
controversial and challenging. They are designed to
make you think and challenge you to consider alterna-
tive viewpoints. The staff is often amazed at how their
weekly topic material, prepared well beforehand, fits in
with something that has happened that very week.

The Springfield branch has been active for about a year
and a half. “Our group usually runs 15-20 people,” Kis-
see said, “but we regularly have new visitors.”

The responses are almost always positive. The group
asks for feedback weekly. “We call them “God stories”
-- testimonies from people who were impacted in some
way by evening’s discussion, Kissee said.

The group would like to invite you to join them on a
Sunday evening for refreshments, discussion and human
interaction. Everyone is welcome -- “just as you are!”

Magical

Performance that tells the
story of Neil's life through
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70's, & 80’s, like... Sweet
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Rick Santorum: From politics to Hollywood

Santorun named CEO of innovative faith-based film studio

By Kevin McDermott

ST. LOUIS (St. Louis Post
Dispatch) - It’s not the message
you might expect to hear from
Rick Santorum, the Christian-
conservative former presiden-
tial candidate: Faith-based films
tend to be lousy, and Christians
should quit trying to lock mod-
ern popular culture out of their
lives. Instead, Santorum says,
Christian conservatives should
acknowledge that modern pop-
ular culture is here to stay, and
use that platform to produce
Christian-themed films that
will also have quality and popu-
lar appeal. It’s a strategy he says
he intends to pursue in his new
role as CEO of a ground-break-
ing faith-based film studio. In
an interview here, Santorum
also stood by his strong views
against same-sex marriage, cit-
ing the necessity to adhere to
religious teachings — but then
disputed his own religion’s
leaders on the issue of immi-
gration. Santorum, a former
U.S. senator from Pennsylva-
nia and darling of the religious
right in the crowded GOP field
for the 2012 presidential nomi-
nation, was in St. Louis Monday
(June 24) to promote his own
foray into popular culture. He
has been named CEO of Echo-
Light Studios, which bills itself
as “the first movie company to
produce, finance, market and
distribute faith-based, fam-
ily films across all releasing
platforms” “For a long time,
Christians have decided that
the best way to fight the popu-
lar culture is to keep it at bay,
to lock it out of their home.
... That’s a losing battle,” San-
torum said in an interview at
Americas Center Convention

Rick Santorum speaking at the 2013 CPAC in Washington D.C. on March 15, 2013.
Photo Gage Skidmore, Courtesy Wikimedia Commons

Complex, where he was attend-
ing the International Christian
Retail Show. With “the perva-
siveness of (media) right now,
the content just seeps through.
The only option is to go out
into that arena and try to shape
the culture, too” Santorum said
one problem with Christian-
themed films was that they’ve
traditionally been aimed at just

Christian audiences, rather
than attempting to appeal to
audiences that don’t necessarily
share the movie’s messaging go-
ing in. He blamed that limited
appeal on what he said were
often the “hokey” and “cheesy”
feel of such films, with all the
filmmakers’ attention focused
on the message and not enough
on artistic quality. “Quality.

Mhe Gieat Passion [Pl
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Quality acting, quality direct-
ing, quality scriptwriting. That
is going to be a watchword for
me,” Santorum said at a news
conference talking about the
studios pending projects. He
said the goal was to produce
movies “that rival any good
Hollywood film” Dallas-based
EchoLight's first theatrical
release, “The Redemption of
Henry Myers,” is slated for re-
lease in the fall. Promotional
material describes it as a West-
ern about a bank robber who
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investment property in the 0zarks/
Branson/Kimberling City, MO Area?
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o Move-in ready furnished
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finds redemption from a widow
and her children who take him
in after he’s wounded. Santo-
rums St. Louis visit came as the
nation awaits a U.S. Supreme
Court ruling on the Defense
of Marriage Act, which de-
nies federal marital benefits to
same-sex couples. It also comes
as the national immigration de-
bate heats up in Congress. San-
torum dismissed the suggestion
from some Republicans that
the GOP should soften its offi-
cial opposition to gay marriage
rights to widen its appeal to
young people. Among his rea-
soning is that a federal stamp
of approval on gay marriage
would be a direct affront to
religious teachings and would
hurt religious institutions. “The
destruction of the institution of
marriage and a redefinition of
it will not only harm the fam-
ily but will do incredible dam-
age to the church” by labeling
church teachings as outside the
mainstream, said Santorum,
who is Roman Catholic. “It’s
going to do great damage to the
church and its ministries, and I
think, therefore, the country”
But on the issue of immigra-
tion, Santorum himself voiced
opposition to his own church’s
position. He stood by his hard-
line view against federal legis-
lation that some conservatives
claim provides amnesty for
unauthorized immigrants, even
as Catholic leaders embrace it
as a humanitarian approach.
“Certainly, the Catholic bish-
ops have a very different point
of view than I do” on the im-
migration bill, Santorum said.
“I think it's wrong, I think its
short-sighted. Every country
has a right to protect its bor-
der. (The bishops) don’t see that
right as legitimate.” (Kevin Mc-
Dermott writes for the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.)
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Table Rock Lake,
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Bull Shoals Lake?

Call Keller Williams Tri-Lakes
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Branson, MO 65616

Law Suit

Continued from front

Tenn., said the First Amend-
ment not only guarantees free-
dom of expression and religion,
it also guarantees that people
cannot be forced to say things
with which they do not agree.

“My client does not believe
he should be compelled to dis-
play an image that communi-
cates a pagan practice, that of
shooting an arrow into the sky
to draw rain from a ‘rain god,”
Kellum said.

The image is a reproduc-
tion of a sculpture by master
sculptor Allan Houser, a ver-
sion of which is owned by the
Smithsonian Institution. Titled
“Sacred Rain Arrow; the piece
is based on an ancient Chir-
icahua Apache legend about a
warrior who had his bow and
arrow blessed by a medicine
man for the purpose of ending
a drought.

A committee chose the im-
age because it is very well
known in Oklahoma and sits
in front of Tulsa’s Thomas Gil-
crease Museum.

The appeals court ruled
that Cressman had presented
enough evidence to establish
that the message on the license
plate is a “particularized claim”
that others would recognize.

Diane Clay, a spokeswoman
for the Oklahoma Attorney
General’s Office, said the 10th
Circuit is well known for its
tendency to err on the side of
freedom of speech.

The state could allow the trial
to return to Heaton’s court, file
a petition for rehearing before
the entire appellate court or
petition to be heard before the
U.S. Supreme Court.

But what do we mean
by the American
Revolution? Do we
mean the American
war? The Revolution
was effected before the
war commenced. The
Revolution was in the
minds and hearts of
the people; a change in
their religious senti-
ments, of their duties
and obligations...This
radical change in the
principles, opinions,
sentiments, and af-
fections of the people
was the real American
Revolution.
~John Adams
February 13, 1818
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Couple walks across America for Jesus

Joshua Acosta and Kerri Hegarty dedicate three summers to walk from coast to coast praying for people they meet

By Steve Highlander, Editor,
Real News - Review

NEVADA, MO - One of the
metaphors the Bible uses for
the lifestyle of the Christian
is a “walk,” indicating that the
Christian life is not a destina-
tion, but a journey. For one
couple, Joshua Acosta and
Kerri Hegarty, the concept has
a much more literal meaning.

A typical day finds Josh and
Kerri walking down the side of
a road wearing backpacks and
pushing a pet stroller. In the
stroller -- Skitch, -- their half-
Dachshund, half-Yorkie puppy.

Often confused for a home-
less family with a baby, pass-
ersby stop to ask if they need
help; or on occasion, reprimand
them for hitchhiking with a
baby - neither of which they
are doing. Josh and Kerri set
out in May 2012 to walk across
America for Jesus.

Josh and Kerri, both 22, met
in college. “We met in 2010,
Kerri said, “but we didn’t really
connect as friends until No-
vember of 2011 Kerri gradu-
ated this past semester with a
dual degree in Deaf Education
and Elementary Education, and
is headed to Las Vegas to start
a new job in the fall. Josh is
headed back to school for the
fall semester to finish his degree
in Biology and Pre-Med, with a
minor in Chemistry.

The idea to walk across the
country first came to Josh in
2009. He shares his motivation
on his website, joshwalksamer-
ica.com. “T've made a commit-
ment to myself to backpack
across the country. The idea
first formulated itself about
four years ago, and I had ini-
tially intended

in West Central Missouri for a
few days.

Josh and Kerri typically sleep
in a tent and carry only the
supplies they can get in their
backpacks and the stroller.

Those supplies include: soup,
beef jerky, cheese, peanut but-
ter, trail mix, tuna, pop tarts,
dried fruit, and Chef Boyardee
- all typical foods found in a
college dorm. (A complete list
of items can be found on their
website, along with a whole
lot of other fun facts about the
trip.)

Because they are not doing
this to raise money, they have
never asked anyone for any-
thing -- including a ride. “We
set out to walk across Amer-
ica) Josh said. “We don’t ac-
cept rides and if someone does
pick us up to take us to dinner
or give us a place to stay for
the night, they take us back to
where they picked us up and
drop us off. We want to main-
tain the integrity of the vision
to walk across America for Je-
sus”

When asked what has
changed most in their lives,
Josh was quick to say his ‘atti-
tude toward people. “T have a
greater respect of all of God’s
people. It’s easy to assume peo-
ple are self-centered, or have it
all together and don’t need any-
thing,” he said, “but when you
meet people and get the full
story of what has happened,
or is happening, in their lives,
it really causes you to see the
individual and have a greater
sense of understanding. Prayer
is needed everywhere!”

Josh also said he has gained a
great respect for God’s creation.
Most people pass by nature at
60 or 70 miles an hour. Josh

Often mistaken for a homeless couple with a baby, Josh-
ua Acosta and Kerri Hegarty (and their puppy Skitch)
have committed three summers to walk across America
from coast to coast and to pray for the people they meet
along the way. Photo: Steve Highlander, Real News -
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told a story of something that
had happened the day before.
They were three miles east of
the small town of Walker, MO
when a lady in a car stopped

to check on
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prayer and fast-
ing however, I
have come to
the understand-
ing that I am
to simply walk the land and
go where [God] will lead me. I
have decided not to do this for
any financial gain or for pub-
licity; neither am I affiliated
with any charity or non-profit
organization. My intent is just
to walk the span of the coun-
try to reach people for Christ. I
also really hope to make many
friends along the way!”

Their walk is a three-year
commitment.  They started
from Cape Henlopen, DE in the
summer of 2012 and reached
Sedalia, MO by the time they
had to stop to head back to col-
lege for fall classes. The couple
picked up the journey this
spring in Sedalia, right where
they left off last year. “We hope
to make it to Colorado or far-
ther this summer,” Josh said.
The goal is to start again next
spring where they will end this
fall, and make it to San Fran-
cisco in the fall of 2014.

To prepare for the physical
part of the trip, Josh and Kerri
would get up and meet at the
gym by 6 am and work out for
an hour and a half, before head-
ing to class. An illness put Josh
in bed for about two months
before the walk started in the
spring of 2012, and he ended
up losing much of the strength
and endurance he had gained.
It did give him a chance to work
on his spiritual life though, and
it was during this time that he
felt God gave him some dif-
ferent direction. Instead of
something Josh was going to
do for God, the walk was to be
something God was going to do
through Josh.

When asked what difficulties
they experience on the road,
the couple looked at each for a
bit and replied, “We really don’t
have any”

This seemed kind of strange
after having to sit out the storms

trusted with everything.”

~Kerri Hegerty

and Kerri pass by at about 15
miles a day. “We have time to
see nature. We hear the birds
sing and see the plants and ani-
mals -- and feel the bugs,” he
added.

“We meet lots of great
people along the way;,” Kerri
said. “Some people will invite
us to dinner or to stay at their
home or at least pitch our tent
on their property. We always
take this opportunity to get to
know people and see if we can
minister to their needs through
prayer”  According to Josh,
“Just loving on people is what
we do”

Kerri shared how the trip has
impacted her personally. “T've
always believed in God, but I
never really relied on Him in
my life]” she said. “I am learn-
ing to trust God for everything;
and that God can be trusted
with everything”

When asked to illustrate, she

they quickly
needed a place
to set up their
tent, and make
camp for the
night before it got dark. Kerri
prayed for a safe place to make
camp. At the same instant a
car stopped. The man was the
nephew of the lady who had
talked to them earlier. His
house was just up the road in
the direction they were headed
and he invited them to stay
with him for the evening.

Josh told a story about a di-
vine encounter. The story starts
two days before the encounter
itself. According to Josh, “We
had stayed with a married
couple a few towns back. John,
the husband, related to me the
amazing experiences and di-
vine connections he received
when he participated in his
church’s annual Emmaus Walk.

He gave me the necklace he
received from being a partici-
pant. It was a silver cross neck-
lace with special designations
on it. He told me that it’s pur-
pose is that it is to be passed on

Fun for
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from person to person, when
the current wearer feels that
another person needs it more
than they do. When he gave it
to me, I asked him, “Who do
I give it to?” He told me that ‘T
would just know?”

The story picks up two days
later. Josh and Kerri found
themselves in a very small town
at the end of a 19-mile day.

“We stumbled into a small
diner and had a much needed
meal, taken care of (unbe-
knownst to us) by the man we
sat next to and talked with, who
left before we even knew”

As they were leaving the din-
er, “a young man bursts into the
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diner with reckless abandon?”

Josh continued the story.
“We said our apologies for al-
most running into each other,
and Kerri and I walked outside.

Less than a minute later, he
comes back outside and kind of
sarcastically asks, “Hey, are you
guys walking?”

Josh replied that yes, in fact,
we were.

He was flabbergasted. I guess
he asked the question jokingly.

We explained to him what
we were doing and why we
were doing it”

“He just broke down to
me and started telling me all
about his current struggles and
spiritual plights. He told me
all about his home life and up-
bringing and his parents’ battle
with drugs, the trailer park life,
him having two children and
another on the way. He shared
about all the different women
he had been with and all of this
in spite of the fact that he was
only 20 years old.*

Josh and Cameron talked for
almost an hour in front of the
diner. As they were talking Josh
began to see a change in him.
One of hope.

Cameron related how he had
asked God to save him a few
years back at a youth camp,
but hasn’t done much for God
since.

“I could just tell that he had
been spiritually edified and
uplifted and changed,” Josh
shared. “I reached in my pack
and pulled out a spare Bible
that had been given to me and
highlighted some passages and
gave him the Bible to keep”

Cameron was in awe. No
one had ever given him any-
thing before.

Josh went on, “It was then
that John's words, from two
days earlier, resonated in my
head. I took off the Emmaus
Walk necklace and put it on
Cameron.”

“He fell on his knees and be-
gan crying. It was both heart-
wrenching and beautiful at the
same time. I could just feel God
in the atmosphere”

Cameron rededicated his life
to Christ on the street in front
of the diner in that moment.

Josh and Kerri moved on
shortly after that, but Cameron
told them that his life had been
seriously changed as a result of
our talking, and he was going
to, “pursue Christ like never
before”

Cameron, and people like
him, are the very reason Josh
and Kerri have committed their
summers to walk across Amer-
ica. According to Josh, “There
are broken people everywhere,
looking for some sense of hope.”

Going on this journey has
brought them closer together as
a couple. Josh and Kerri aren’t
married -- yet! According to
Josh he had some real concerns
when Kerri said she wanted to
come with him last year.

As committed Christians,
how would it look for a young,
unmarried couple to be travel-
ling across country, sleeping in
a tent? “T was iffy about it at
first,” Josh said, “but with a lot
of prayer and counsel, and the
incredible experiences we've
had, it just couldn’t have been
any other way” With a com-
mitment to God, each other
and good accountability part-
ners back home, they have re-
mained faithful to their Chris-
tian commitments.

Touching lives is what the
walk across America is all
about.

Josh and Kerri shared anoth-
er story about a man they met,
who walked with them for three
days. He was a really a hard
man, but they ministered to
him the whole time. He called
them recently to say that he had
continued to go to church and
had made it a priority in his life.
According to Josh, “Seeing the
change in people through the
hope that the Gospel brings
into people’s lives is what this
trip is all about”

Josh and Kerri are not trying
to raise money for anything.
However if people would like to
help them along the way, they
do accept donations on the web
site for necessities on their walk
and to buy Bibles to give away.

You can follow their journey,
watch the video blog, find out
more about their trip or make a
donation at joshwalksamerica.
com.
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cussion, to send a message to
an influx of immigrants about
what it meant to be an Ameri-
can.

He said the public school was
understood as a place where
students were “Americanized,”
and many members of the ma-
jority mainline Protestant faiths
believed the moral underpin-
nings of their country were
found in scripture.

“It wasn’t so much that Prot-
estants wanted their Bible read
as it was that Americans be-
lieved public schools were the
most Americanizing influence
and would prevent all kinds of
things that would happen” if
the influx of Roman Catholics
and other immigrants intro-
duced differing viewpoints, he
said.

The private Catholic school
system was born out of this
conflict. But as immigration
continued to diversify the na-
tion’s religious landscape over
the ensuing decades, the prac-
tice of Bible reading in schools
continued to cause controversy

Review

a defining characteristic of
what it meant to be American.
“One nation under God” was
added to the Pledge of Alle-
giance, “In God We Trust” was
adopted as the nation’s motto
and a National Day of Prayer
was enacted.

In this climate, Schempp
and a few of his classmates met
weekly at each other’s homes to
discuss things that were impor-
tant to them, from dating to so-
cial issues. The gatherings were
initiated by an English teacher,
whom Schempp credits with
getting him to think critically
about conscience and ethics.

At one of the sessions,
Schempp sparked a lively dis-
cussion when he brought up
how the mandatory daily Bible
reading and prayer bothered
him and appeared a clear viola-
tion of the First Amendment’s
establishment clause, which
prohibits government endorse-
ment of a religion.

“Some defended it on the
basis of tradition and that so-
ciety evolved from Christianity.

“The place of religion in our
society is an exalted one, achieved
through a long tradition of reliance on
the home, the church and the inviolable
citadel of the individual heart and mind,”

~Justice Tom C. Clark

and was either dropped by pub-
lic school officials or banned by
state courts that ruled in favor
of minority communities that
challenged the policies.

“If people want to know
when religion left the public
schools, it wasn’t through these
(post-World War II Supreme
Court) decisions. It was a long
time ago when people couldn’t
agree on sectarian teaching,’
Haynes said.

Still, a few states like Penn-
sylvania preserved the symbol-
ic practice of Bible reading and
prayer by making it the law.

The protest

In the 1950s, during the era
of McCarthyism and the Cold
War, religion became for many

A lot of Jewish kids were un-
comfortable reading the parts
about Christmas and Easter,
he recalled, also noting that the
Catholic students complained
they were taught a different
version of the prayer than what
they were forced to recite at
Abington High.

For Schempp, the read-
ing he had participated in for
more than 10 years had become
meaningless, with classmates
taking their turns stumbling
through passages they ran-
domly picked from a book they
seldom read. He recalled a time
when students found it funny
to rattle off 10 verses of bibli-
cal genealogy describing who
begat whom. Shempp took his
turn at humoring the class by
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preme Court Decision on Religion in Schools

The issue of prayer and religion in school is not just about Christianity. Approxi-
mately 95 million US citizens are not affiliated with the Christian religion. Today,
state-sponsored religion would also mean that Buddhist, Islamic, Jewish and other
prayers would be mandated as a matter of equal rights. Stock photo

once reading a suggestive sec-
tion of the Song of Solomon.

“What started to bother me
is it took on a kind of silliness,”
he said.

After he learned his friends
were also troubled by the prac-
tice, Schempp and about four
of his classmates decided they
would protest by not standing
up for the Lords Prayer dur-
ing the morning ritual. It was
Schemmp’s idea to bring the
Quran, which belonged to the
father of one of the boys, to
make a point that he believed
the Bible was not the only
source of religious inspiration.
“I knew absolutely nothing
about Islam ... I had never met
a Muslim. So, it was purely by
accident,” he said of picking Is-
lam’s holy book.

Raised a Unitarian, Schempp
was taught to embrace a diver-
sity of religious thought and re-
sisted the idea of a single source
of truth.

“That clearly influenced me,”
said Schempp, who is now an
atheist and attends the First
Parrish Unitarian Universalist
church in Bedford, Mass. “Uni-
tarians have a long history of
standing up for individual con-
science”

But one by one, his Jewish,
Catholic and Protestant friends
backed out of their plan as their
parents advised them against
it. Schempp’s parents, however,
were more supportive when
he expressed his concerns to
them the day before his protest
on the drive home from a long
Thanksgiving weekend at his
grandmother’s house.

And after the protest, when
Schempp told his parents dur-
ing dinner that he had been
sent to the principal’s office for
not participating in the Lord’s
Prayer, his dad suggested he
write to the American Civil
Liberties Union to request its
help and advice.

Ellery Schempp grabbed a
piece of his father’s company
letterhead, on which he typed
out a brief request that the
Philadelphia office of the ACLU
challenge the constitutionality
of the law.

“I thank you for any help you
might offer in freeing American
youth in Pennsylvania from
this gross violation of their re-
ligious rights as guaranteed in
the first and foremost amend-
ment in our United States con-
stitution,” Schempp confidently
concluded his letter.

Consensus decision

The ACLU took up the case,
winning at district court level,
and eventually the US. Su-
preme Court upheld the deci-
sion.

Stephen D. Solomon, an at-
torney and media law profes-
sor at New York University
who wrote a book about the
Schempp decision, “Ellery’s
Protest,” said that in his re-
search he pored over memos
and minutes of the justices’ de-
liberations on the case, learning
there was overwhelming agree-
ment among the justices on the
issue and the decision was writ-
ten by one of the four conserva-
tives on the court.

“There was broad judicial
consensus that state-sponsored
prayer and Bible reading was a
violation of First Amendment,”
Solomon said. “It was an easy
decision for them.

But the ruling was difficult
for the public to accept. It came
a year after the court’s land-
mark school prayer case, Engel
v. Vitale, in which it found that
forcing students in New York to
recite a state-composed prayer
violated the First Amendment’s
establishment clause.

Both rulings stoked a cul-
ture war between religious
conservatives and liberal secu-
larists who both overstated
that the court had banned reli-
gion from public schools.

“Both extremes had the in-
centive to overstate it. Militant
folks were happy to say that
it drove religion out of the
schools. Meanwhile, the other
side had incentive to make it
look as bad as possible to allow
Congress to do something to
reverse it,” said Michael McCo-
nnell, director of the Constitu-
tional Law Center at Stanford
Law School.

Solomon wrote that 146
resolutions were introduced
in Congress within two years
of the Schempp decision, pro-
posing constitutional amend-
ments that would overturn the
decision. School districts, pri-
marily in the South, ignored
the ruling and continued re-
ligious devotionals in public
schools.

While Pennsylvania stopped
the practice immediately after
the ruling, the Bible reading
law remained on the books.
Schempp was notified earlier
this month that a Pennsylvania
lawmaker plans to introduce
legislation to repeal the uncon-
stitutional and unenforceable
state law.

Although the Schempp and
Engel decisions banned cer-
emonial prayer and scriptural
readings, First Amendment
scholars point out that the
court didn’t ban religion from
public schools. The rulings
simply clarified government’s
role as a neutral player that
should not be in the business
of composing prayers or man-
dating students to read sacred
texts without a non-religious
purpose.

“The place of religion in
our society is an exalted one,
achieved through a long tradi-
tion of reliance on the home,
the church and the inviolable
citadel of the individual heart
and mind,” Justice Tom C.
Clark wrote for the majority
in the Schempp case. “We have
come to recognize through
bitter experience that it is not
within the power of govern-
ment to invade that citadel,
whether its purpose or effect
be to aid or oppose, to advance
or retard”

In his concurring opinion,

Justice Arthur Goldberg, one
of five liberals on the court,
warned against an extreme
interpretation of government
neutrality on religion becom-
ing a “brooding and pervasive
devotion to the secular and a
passive, or even active, hostility
to the religious.”

In fact, the court said the
teaching and study of religious
history, comparative religion
or the Bible as literature can be
valuable. “Nothing we have said
here indicates that such study
of the Bible or of religion, when
presented objectively as part of
a secular program of education,
may not be effected consistent-
ly with the First Amendment,”
Clark wrote.

Religious curriculum

Haynes said that language
triggered a movement in the
1970s and 1980s that actu-
ally infused religious studies
into the curriculum of public
schools and universities.

“Before then, the curriculum
was devoid of religion,” he said.

The movement has since
died down as the focus has
turned toward students’ rights
of religious expression in class,
athletic events and graduations.

Haynes and others contend
the lack of religious literacy in
public schools is one reason for
the tensions, prejudice and vio-
lence toward faith minorities in
the United States.

But introducing religion
into the curriculum of public
schools isn’t easy, and conse-
quently some educators would
prefer to avoid it and the con-
troversy it can attract.

“It really goes to peoples
core values,” said David Doty,
superintendent of the Canyons
School District in Sandy, Utah.
“People are very protective of
the religious values taught to
children. They can get strident
and emotional about it

Haynes said those feelings
get to the core of the severe re-
action to the Schempp decision.

“The backdrop to the
Schempp decision is a very dif-
ficult history of America de-
fining itself through its public
schools and battling over what
messages we give to kids about
what kind of country we are,” he
said. “It’s not just about religion
but religion seen as an integral
part of our self-definition”

Doty said the key to navi-
gating through this emotional
terrain is to have policies that
accommodate all sides, secular
and religious, so that students’
and parents’ rights are protect-
ed.

Doty, who has helped craft
such policies on the district
level, said it takes extra effort
to give students alternatives to
opt out of a class on the Bible
as literature or a choral group
that is performing a religious
composition and take another
comparable course.

But the effort is worth it.

“I have always felt that being
able to include religion in the
appropriate context and param-
eters in public schools is criti-
cal to saving public schools,
Doty said. “More students are
fleeing public schools for pri-
vate schools, home schools and
charter schools because of val-
ues differences. I think if public
schools persist in a hard, thick
wall of separation of church
and state, it does send the
wrong message.”

Acts Ministry announces annual ActsFest
conference in Springfield, July 18-21

By Steve Highlander (RN-R)

SPRINGFIELD, MO - Dr.
Paul Collins, founder of Acts
Ministry, Inc has announced
plans for the 2013 ActsFest
conference in Springfield, MO,
from July 18th to the 21st.

“ActsFest is a time for church-
es, ministries and friends as-
sociated with Acts Ministry to
come together for fellowship,
encouragement, teaching, WwWor-
ship, prayer and communion,’
Collins said.

Thursday’s agenda includes
a variety of day sessions in-
cluding special presentations
from Brandon Mabe, emcee of

the Baldknobbers Jamboree in
Branson. Other sessions will
include various presentations
on Acts Ministry affiliates in-
cluding: The Real News-Review
newspaper, Acts Internet Radio
and the Acts Ministry Internet
Television Channel.

Friday morning’s session will
include a panel of community
leaders discussing meeting real
needs in the community.

The afternoon session will
include a special presentation
by Rev. Randall Christie, CEO
of The Great Passion Play in
Eureka Springs, AR.

Friday evening will feature

the annual Songfest starting at
7 PM and the Holy Spirit Vic-
tory Celebration and Healing
Service at 8 PM.

All sessions and services
will be held at the Maranatha
Village Chapel or Community
Center at 233 E Norton Rd in
Springfield.

Saturday is a special day for
the ladies with a special pro-
gram and luncheon from 10
AM until 2 PM at the commu-
nity center.

Saturday evening will fea-
ture the Annual Acts Ministry,
Inc Awards and Recognition
Banquet with special entertain-
ment. Advance Reservations
are required and limited to the
first 100 guests.

The annual event wraps up
with an Sunday afternoon ser-
vice starting at 2 PM in the cha-
pel. Worship, communion and
an ordination service are the
focus of the special service.

For more information please
contact Dr. Collins at 417-886-
0223 or actsministry@sbcglob-
al.com



