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Soldier’s Wish big rig comes to Branson 
Tony Orlando to Grant a Soldier’s Wish on Veterans Day.

Best prices 
anywhere on 
Branson show 
tickets: look 
inside this 
issue or visit
actsmediagroup.com

Commentary & Opinion 
RN-R columnists share their 
thoughts on issues
pertinent to Christianity 
today,  Page 2 and 3 

Catholic judge rules in 
favor of same-sex
marriages
Judge Mary Jacobson, a dedi-
cated Catholic, looked past 
her personal opinions to legal 
precedent.  Page 4

Should schools make 
room for Muslim
holidays?

Muslim students are wanting 
their holidays included in 
school calendars. Page 5

Brazilian police get Bible 
classes to reduce stress  
Citing an increase in police 
brutality, Brazil’s police force 
has started providing Bible 
study classes for officers. 
Page 6

Cambodian dancers 
bless Buddhist temples

A specially trained Cam-
bodian dance group travels 
the USA blessing temples in 
accordance with ancient rites. 
Page 9

C. S. Lewis is one of the 
world’s most popular 
Christian writers.
Fifty years after his death, 
C.S. Lewis’ books still sell 
millions of copies each year 
and are being made into 
movies. Page 8

‘12 Years a Slave’ movie 
sparks calls for racial 
reconciliation

The true story of Solomon 
Northup, a freeman who was 
accused of being a runaway 
slave and spent 12 years on a 
plantation, in spite of being 
innocent. Page 11

Church giving at lowest 
point since the Great 
Depression 
Reports show that donations 
to churches across America at 
their lowest point, percent-
age-wise, since the Depres-
sion era Page 12

BRANSON, MO Just hav-
ing come off a successful na-
tionwide tour with the His-
tory Channel, Soldier’s Wish 
– an organization who helps 
meet the unmet needs of our 
veterans, active duty service 
members, and his or her fam-
ily members through granting 
wishes - is coming to town as 
part of the Veterans Homecom-
ing Celebration in Branson.

Soldier’s Wish is excited that 
Tony Orlando has partnered 
with us to present a wish dur-
ing his final Branson Yellow 
Ribbon Salute to Veterans at 
the Welk Resort on November 
11th. 

Recently, Soldier’s Wish Ex-
ecutive Director, Kevin Mc-
Dugle, had the privilege of 
recounting some of those mem-
ories with Tony.  

“Kevin, we both have some-
thing in common, we both love 
our veterans.”  Tony stated.  

“Forty-one years ago I trav-
eled with Bob Hope on my first 
USO tour and I have continued 
to support our veterans ever 
since. I am happy to help Sol-
dier’s Wish because you are do-

ing a great thing for our Ameri-
can heroes.”

The 53 foot Soldier’s Wish 
Semi will be in Veterans Vil-
lage (formerly Red Roof Mall) 
where it will offer daily music 
entertainment from Lindsey 
with Issues and several other 
entertainers. Visitors can reg-
ister for a free seven day get-a-
way resort stay and take a few 
moments to nominate a recipi-
ent to receive a Soldier’s Wish.

As Soldier’s Wish Executive 
Director, Kevin McDugle, ex-
plains, “unfortunately, we know 
that all too often, those who 
have put their lives on the line 
to defend our freedom come 
home with scars—both the vis-
ible kind and the invisible kind. 
And despite the best efforts of 
government and private orga-
nizations alike, sometimes they 
have needs that simply aren’t 
being met.”

“That’s where Soldier’s Wish 
comes in. Working with other 
patriotic Americans, we iden-
tify those needs and do what we 
can to meet them. Whether it’s 
something fairly simple like car 
repairs or something major like 

a vehicle, or assistance due to a 
serious illness, we make these 
wishes come true,” McDugle 
adds.

Soldier’s Wish has been trav-
eling the country as part of the 
History Channels Great Ameri-
can Cookout, introducing mil-
lions of American’s to their 
important mission of helping 
veterans, active duty service 
members and their families.

“We were in New York City, 
Chicago, Wisconsin, Tennes-
see … we even went to Sturgis 
… but there is something truly 
special about coming to Bran-
son and being a part of this 
amazing week.  I can’t think of 
an event that fits our mission 
more than this celebration of 
our American Heroes,” McDu-
gle shares.

McDugle understands how 
great the needs of our Ameri-
can heroes really are.  Both his 
father and grandfather served 
America in time of war. Dur-
ing his eight years in the United 
States Marine Corps, he was 
deployed with the 1/8 during 
the First Gulf War. His final two 
years in the Corps were spent 
as a drill instructor at Parris 
Island.

“The most rewarding part of 
my work with Soldier’s Wish is 
getting to know the amazing re-
cipients of the wishes we grant,” 
he explains. The Soldier’s Wish 
Semi and stage is a definite 
“must see” during Branson’s 
weeklong Veterans Homecom-
ing Event.  Visit www.soldier-
swish.org for updates to the 
Veterans Homecoming sched-
ule, including details of Tony 

Orlando’s presentation of a 
wish on Veterans Day.

Reuniting 
Wounded Heroes 

When Staff Sergeant Ty 
Carter learned he was being 
awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for his actions 
during an assault by more than 
400 enemy soldiers in Afghani-
stan, he wanted nothing more 
than to share the experience 
with some very special soldiers.  

When Soldier’s Wish learned 
that his comrades couldn’t af-
ford the trip, they granted the 
wish and reunited Carter with 
buddies Cody Floyd, who was 
wounded in the battle and 
awarded the Purple Heart, 
along with Kyce Holmes, who 
bravely fought alongside Carter 
in Afghanistan.  The three were 
together when the President 
of the United States presented 
Carter with the Congressional 

Branson Entertainer, Tony Orlando is working with Sol-
dier’s Wish to honor local veterans.  Photo Courtesy Tony 
Orlando

Continued on page 7

Record crowds expected for John 
Paul II, John XXIII canonizations
BY ERIC J. LYMAN

ROME (RNS) Vatican 
officials say they expect next 
year’s celebration for the 
canonizations of former popes 
John Paul II and John XXIII to 
be attended by as many as 100 
heads of state in what is likely 
to be the biggest draw in the 
city since John Paul’s funeral in 
2005.

The crowd estimates were 
made Tuesday (Oct. 22), the 
feast day for John Paul. This 
will be the last time he will be 
venerated as Blessed Pope John 
Paul II; after the canonization 
ceremony on April 27, 2014, he 
will be known as St. Pope John 
Paul II.

John Paul’s 2005 funeral may 
have been the single largest 

gathering in Christian history, 
with estimates as high as 4 
million mourners gathered in 
the Italian capital, along with 
at least 80 presidents, prime 
ministers and monarchs.

Around 1 million faithful 
were estimated to have been 
on hand for the 2011 Mass that 
beatified John Paul, and nearly 
that many for the conclave 
that resulted in Cardinal Jorge 
Bergoglio becoming Pope 
Francis earlier this year.

Next year’s canonization 
ceremony — which is expected 
to draw tens of thousands of 
visitors from John Paul’s native 
Poland — should surpass 
both those events in terms of 
attendance, according to city 
officials.

Church news outlets struggle 
to maintain their editorial 
independence and influence
BY KATHERINE BURGESS

(RNS) The closing of several 
Protestant denominational 
newspapers, magazines and 
other news services has played 
a part in eroding the standards 
of professional religious 
journalism, according to 
members of the Associated 
Church Press. 

As denominational news 
services contend with 
fiscal challenges that have 
beset secular media as well, 
church press officials worry 
these outlets have lost their 
editorial independence and 
are increasingly performing 
public relations roles for their 
denominations. 

“There has been a strong 
commitment on the part 
of many denominations to 
promote religious journalism 
that lives up to the standards of 
what professional journalism 
should be,” said Meinrad 
Scherer-Emunds, chair of the 
ACP Religious Journalism Task 
Force. “We feel that has been 
limited in more recent years.” 

Jay Voorhees, executive 
editor of The United Methodist 
Reporter, bought the digital 

assets of the publication after 
it ceased publication in May 
when UMR Communications 
closed after months of financial 
losses. 

Voorhees now runs it as 
a much smaller, Web-only 
publication. He and a few 
others work on the publication 
part time, hoping to continue 
the newspaper’s legacy. 

“We still think there is an 
important need for a voice in 
the Methodist Church that 
is independently operated 
from the official Methodist 
structure,” Voorhees said. 
“The reality is that it’s very, 
very difficult to find a funding 
model that will allow for 
independent journalism that is 
not simply regurgitating what 
is coming out in press releases 
from denominational agencies.” 

Voorhees said many church 
publications are based on print 
models, which are no longer 
financially viable. 

“I think it’s going to be 
difficult for these organizations 
to respond to these changes 
that are required by this new 
world that we live in,” Voorhees 
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Survey: Libertarian numbers are small but 
their social, political clout is growing
By CATHY LYNN GROSSMAN 

(RNS) A new statistical por-
trait of libertarians examines 
their political and cultural 
views just as a Libertarian Party 
candidate could make a differ-
ence in the upcoming Virginia 
governor’s race.

The Public Religion Research 
Institute’s annual American 
Values Survey, released Tuesday 
(Oct. 29), examines libertarians 
to try to “pin down a group that 
doesn’t fit on the traditional 
liberal-to-conservative spec-
trum,” said Robert Jones, CEO 
of PRRI.

“We were not sure we could 
find a coherent group that 
could say they oppose making 
abortion more difficult and at 
the same time oppose raising 
the minimum wage.  But we 
did.”

Like their ideological oppo-
sites, the Tea Party, which PRRI 
studied in 2010, libertarians are 
just 7 percent of U.S. adults. 
An additional 15 percent of 
Americans lean toward liber-
tarian views – socially liberal, 
economically conservative  – 
while 17 percent of Americans 
said they leaned toward the Tea 
Party. Most Americans (54 per-
cent) hold a mixture of views, 
PRRI found.

(The survey of 2,317 U.S. 
adults was conducted Sept. 21 
to Oct 3, before the Tea Party-
endorsed government shut-
down.)

PRRI found libertarians are 
overwhelmingly (94 percent) 
non-Hispanic white and mostly 
male (68 percent). They’re also 

young. The average age is 44, 
while the national average is 47; 
Tea Party folks average slightly 
older, at 51.

On religion, libertarians tilt 
to the mainline Protestants 
(27 percent) and the secular 
(27 percent say they have no 
religious identity). Only 11 
percent are Catholic, 6 percent 
identified with a non-Christian 
faith and 4 percent named an-
other Christian group. (The 
tally is less than 100 percent 
due to rounding.)

But libertarians are like the 
Tea Party adherents (chiefly 
white evangelicals and Catho-
lics) in one respect: Politically, 
they’re beginning to punch 
above their weight.

“There are opportunities for 

libertarians to play a bigger role 
in primaries,” said Jones, even 
though only 8 percent of liber-
tarians identify specifically with 
the Libertarian Party.

Such opportunities are in 
play now in Virginia’s guberna-
torial race.

Libertarian Party candidate 
Robert Sarvis has little chance 
to win next Tuesday (Nov. 5). 
However, Reason.com, a web-
site published by an American 
libertarian group, points out 
that if Sarvis wins 10 percent of 
the general election vote, then 
his party will gain the right to 
be on state and local ballots 
without having to submit peti-
tion signatures. In future elec-
tions, winning just a few state 

Gary Johnson, Libertarian Presidential candidate speaks 
to the Libertarian National Convention of 2012.  Photo 
by Derek Pomery, Source: Wikimedia Commons

See LIBERTARIANS on page 5

Announcing Acts Television Network
Acts Ministry, Inc announces the launch 
of a new Christian TV network.  Acts
Television Network (ATN) is available 
now on the Internet.  ATN will bring you  

some unique 
programming, includ-
ing:  Christian  talk, 
teaching, Branson
entertainment, and
locally produced shows 
not found anywhere 

else.  Scan the code to see some clips 
of the shows.
www.actsmediagroup.com/tv

Music to My Ears
Mondays 7:00 PM

Starring Gary S. Paxton, 
Sr., Join a living legend and 
producer of such hits as 
Monster Mash, Alley Oop, 
and He was There all the 
time, for a journey through 

his exciting career in Rock and Roll, Jazz, 
Country and Gospel music.

BRANSON NOW
Thursdays 7:00 PM

Third generation Bald-
knobber, Brandon Mabe, 
emcee and vocalist  will 
host a program featuring 
some of your favorite 
Branson Stars, talking 

about how Branson has become the Live 
show capitol of the world

Our Heroes
Tuesdays 7:00 PM

Veteran’s share their 
stories, we highlight 
veteran’s events and 
tackle issues of 
importance to veterans.  
Host, Sarah Hord works 

extensively with Military groups.



Don’t Get Lost 
in Cyber Space...

•	 Professional Website        
    Development
•	 Managed Hosting
•	 Marketing
•	 Social Media 
•	 Free Consulting
•	 Custom Application 
    Development
•	 Database Design
•	 Flipbooks and More

World Visions Internet Services, LLC is a professional website 
development, hosting and management company for businesses, 
churches and organizations. 
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The Real News - Review is 
published the 1st day of each 
month in Springfield, MO by 
Acts Media Group, a subsid-
iary of Acts Ministry, Inc.

Circulation
The Real News - Review 

distributes 27,000 free copies 
in the Branson/Springfield 
area of Southwest Missouri 
through west-central into 
the Kansas City, MO area. 
You can also access the en-
tire digital edition online at 
actsmediagroup.com   

ACTS MINISTRY

Springfield, MO 65808 
USA

Phone: 417-886-0223

Dr. Paul Collins 
   Founder - President

Dr. James (Jim) Wining 
   VP of Administration

Audrey West
   Secretary / Treasurer

Dr. Paul Collins
   Publisher

Dr. Steve Highlander
   Managing Editor

Advertising and 
Circulation Services 

Jackie Scott, Sales 
Manager 417-294-3149

Good and Faithful 
Service Company 

P.O. Box 1945 
Branson MO   65615

The vision of the Real 
News-Review is to be a 
newspaper that will bring 
attention to the power and 
influence of religion in to-
day’s world. Acts Ministry is 
a distinctively Christian or-
ganization seeking to present 
the news of all religions in a 
professional manner while, at 
the same time, maintaining a 
Christian perspective.

   We believe that we can re-
port the news with accuracy 
even though we see events 
through our paradigm as 
Christians.

The stories and opinions 
expressed in The Real News 
- Review do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions and 
beliefs of Acts Ministry, Inc, 
its board or larger body of as-
sociates.  

To suggest or submit a 
story or to write the editor 
contact Steve Highlander at 
editor@actsmediagroup.
com.

Faith and Culture: The need for religious news

Upstairs Over a Vacant Lot:  Religion wears many hats, but who cares?

Steve Highlander 
Managing Editor RN-R, 

When the Twin Towers in 
New York City were brought 
down by airplanes comman-
deered by terrorists, I was a 
fledgling college professor just 
beginning the first semester of 
my 10-year run attempting to 
make a difference in the lives of 
mostly disinterested students.

My classes on that day in in-
famy of the now famous 9/11 
began late enough I watched 
with horror, surprise, dismay, 
and a certain amount of disbe-
lief as the planes hit the towers 
and they came tumbling down 
with a roar that set the entire 
world back on its heels. 

After the scene on televi-
sion was continuing to play 
out with rescue efforts in full 
sway, I went to my first class.  
It was Introduction to Philoso-
phy.  Somehow, we all made it 

through the hour and 15 min-
utes.  One young man who was 
in the army reserves, stopped 
by my desk after class had end-
ed to inform me that he would 
be contacting his unit and vol-
unteering to be activated im-
mediately.  He was.

My next class on that fate-
ful day was in another loca-
tion on campus.  As I made my 
way across the concrete space 
that covered the nearly two-
block walk, I determined that 
I would move forward in the 
textbook to chapter 14.  The 
class was a course on religions 
of the world.

Students were in their places 
when I arrived to begin by tak-
ing roll.  Then, to their surprise, 
I announced that we would 
jump several chapters ahead 
in the schedule.  We would go 

to the chapter on Islam.  Sud-
denly, I had their attention!

 Religion wears many hats, 
but who cares?  It seems that 
everyone cares when some-
thing catastrophic culminates 
as a result of zealots taking 
extreme measures against hu-
mankind or its institutions.

 Religion that is undefiled is 
described in the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible 
in James, chapter one, verse 
27, and I quote, “Religion that 
is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care 
for orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep one-
self unstained by the world.”  
Now, in case you need some 
Old Testament insight, consid-
er the prophet Micah.  In the 
sixth chapter of his book, verse 
8, He says, “He has told you O 

will continue to line the pock-
ets of the few while the multi-
tudes are neglected.

 Has the world become a 
stage with religious mari-
onettes on strings as actors?  
Who pulls the strings?  Who 
orchestrates the movements 
of the religious marionettes?  
Could the actors behind the 
scenes be the politicians and 
other elitists whose only con-
cern is their financial security 
and comfort?

Dr. Paul Collins is the found-
er and Executive Director of 
Acts Ministry, Inc and Publish-
er of the Real News - Review.  
He is an ordained Methodist 
Minister, Presiding Bishop of 
Acts Church International and 
currently serves as senior pastor 
of Acts Church in Springfield, 
MO. 

mortal, what is good: and what 
does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?”(NRSV).

Our world has hungry, 
homeless, sick people who are 
precious to the God of the uni-
verse of universes.  America 
shares the shame.

Religion wears many hats, 
and until we care, the charade 

Dr. Paul C. Collins 
Publisher RN-R

Seasons of Reflections:  An awakening is coming to America
How much do we have to see 

with our natural eyes and hear 
with our natural ears to finally 
heed the warnings—take very 
seriously—that which those 
in the body of Christ who 
have been gifted by the Holy 
Spirit to discern the times have 
been telling us (Amos 3:7)?  
How “real” do things have to 
become for us to fall on our 
knees?

Persecution is coming to 
the American church—not the 
institutions—but to authentic 
Christian believers—authentic 
Christians who are seeking the 

Lord daily and those authentic 
Christians that are worldly and 
carnal.  Are we ready for perse-
cution?  Have our “feel-good” 
messages and motivational 
speeches prepared us for the 
spiritual war that has already 
crossed our threshold from 
our doorstep?

We’ve talked a lot about 2 
Chronicles 7:14, but has it re-
ally been a heart-felt cry from 
the depths of our souls?  Chris-
tian brothers and sisters, if we 
do not allow God to change 
US, there is no hope for our 
country.  Are we praying for 

our own personal spiritual re-
newal?  Are we allowing God 
full access to our daily lives to 
use us?  Are we positioning 
ourselves to be sensitive and 
listening for that still small 
voice in the midst of such a 
busy chaotic world?

If unbelievers do not see 
God in us—they will never 
see Him until it is too late, that 
is—when every eye will behold 
Him and every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glo-
ry of God the Father.

God is the only one who 

LeAnn Kennedy 

“Filling Your Day 
With the Spirit 

of God!”
Internet Radio  

actsmediagroup.com
A Variety of Gospel Music – Unique Christian Programming – Talk 

Autism Outreach – Branson Entertainment News and Info 
Programming You Won’t Find Anywhere Else!!

NEED PRAYER?
Acts Ministry will pray for you.  We have 

dozens of prayer circles spanning the globe 
with thousands of people praying for every 
request submitted.  There is never a charge 

or solicitation for donations.

actsministry.org

wvis.net 
417-684-1108 
Nevada, MO

A front page story in this is-
sue of the Real News - Review 
discusses how many Christian 
news outlets are being forced 
to shut down their presses.

These agencies, mostly 
funded by their denomina-
tions, are facing three prob-
lems. 1. A lack of funding, 2. 
Growing disinterest, and 3. An 
aging population in a growing 
technological age.

The question arises, “Is there 
a need for religious news re-
porting.” Another form of that 
question might be, “Is there a 
need for reporting the news 
from a religious viewpoint?”

The answer to both of those 
questions is a resounding 
“yes!”

Much of what happens in 
world and national news -- for 
better or worse -- is religious 
based.  I don’t condone the use 
of religion as a basis for vio-
lence, discrimination, hatred 

or prejudice.  I certainly don’t 
think that most religions teach 
these things at their core level. 

Most religious news report-
ing done by secular news agen-
cies focus on the negative as-
pects of that religion in society. 

 As with all philosophy or 
religious thought, there are ad-
herents within that  persuasion 
that will interpret things in a 
fundamentalist way; viewing 
their small group as the only 
true and faithful followers.  

Others will take a radical, 
often militant, interpretation 
and assume they are to force 
everyone in the world to adopt 
their narrow worldview.

I am not a pluralist.  I am 
a dedicated Christian, and as 
such, I think that Christianity 
is the right religion.  It is my 
job to share may beliefs with 
others, not force them to be-
lieve as I do.

This brings us back to the 

questions at hand.  Is there a 
need for religious news report-
ing, and should society not 
only accept it, but take steps to 
protect and support it?

As managing editor of the 
Real News - Review I get to see 
the world from a unique reli-
gious perspective.  All month 
long I review stories from 
around the world and try to 
choose ones that reflect what is 
really going on in society.  

I try to present a balanced 
view of religion in society and 
how it pertains to everyday 
life.

Personally I think we must 

be careful about tribalism: The 
“us and them” mentality that is 
so pervasive in society.  When 
we place people into broad, 
easily identifiable, groups we 
can tend to write that whole 
group off as a “them,” often op-
posed to the “us” group.  We 
do it politically, religiously, ra-
cially and philosophically. 

Once identified as a ”them” 
we are no longer concerned 
with the individual, and their 
life victories and struggles.  
This tribalism is the root of 
most conflict in the world to-
day -- be it religious or politi-
cal -- or both.

Reporting religious news 
form a human interest stand-
point is not promoting one 
religion over the other.  For 
instance, If I run a positive 
story about Muslims who are 
working to better their com-
munities and change the over-
all perception of Islam, it does 

not mean I agree with Islam.  
It does mean the people, who 
happen to be Muslims, are try-
ing to impact their society for 
the good.  If the same story 
was reported without a reli-
gious stamp it would be hailed 
on the national news.

I have observed a few trends 
over the past year. One would 
be the growing atheist move-
ment to be recognized as more 
main stream. Another would 
be younger Muslims attempt-
ing to show that not all Mus-
lims believe in terrorism.  

Without dedicated religious 
news reporting the world 
misses a rich and vibrant force 
that impacts much of daily life 
around the world.

Dr. Steve Highlander is a pastor 
and author. He holds a doctorate in 
Pastoral Theology and is a Certi-
fied Christian Counselor. He can be 
contacted through his website 
at www.c3mministries.com

can save our nation.  We need 
more of God in America—
more God in more people—
more God in more Chris-
tians.  It’s not enough to have 
God on our money and God 
in our pledge of allegiance; if 
God is not allowed FULL AC-
CESS into the hearts of those 
He has redeemed—our nation 
runs the risk of being a “differ-
ent America” than most of us 
reading this article have ever 
known.

For too long, we Christians 
have isolated ourselves from 
the rest of our family, those 
who belong or affiliate with 
other mainline denominations 
or independent churches.  God 
has authentic adopted children 
all over the place!  He finds us 
lost sheep everywhere—in all 
kinds of Christian churches 
and even in no church at all.  
We must learn to appreciate 
God’s gifts to us that He has 
placed in other believers—
even if they “camp” at a “site” 
that is not where we camp.

Persecution is coming to the 
American church.  Without 
the mercy of Almighty God, 
the intensity and frequency 
MAY be determined by how 
we exercise our rights both 
CIVIC and SPIRITUAL.  We 
should have already been pre-
pared for war.  Besides “yester-

day”, the next best time to pre-
pare is TODAY. . .TODAY if 
you hear his VOICE. . .do not 
harden your hearts. . .TODAY 
is the day of salvation. 

We MUST reach out to our 
extended Christian family—
again, I refer to those who 
“camp” at a “site” other than 
where we do.  We must net-
work.  We must pray for each 
other.  We must visit and get 
to know each other—in each 
other’s homes.  WE HAVE 
NEEDED EACH OTHER ALL 
ALONG BY GOD’S DESIGN, 
but in arrogance and pride 
we have thought of our other 
Christian brothers and sisters 
as less than ourselves, which 
means  GOD’S LOVE IS NOT 
YET PERFECTED IN US.  
And if His love is not perfected 
in us, we will be fearful in the 
days ahead, for perfect love 
casts out all fear.

Our eyes are being opened 

to a rude awakening in this 
country, but we must PRAY 
for a GREAT AWAKENING!  
Revivals have started in the 
hearts of God’s children and as 
they are radically and quickly 
changed more and more into 
the image of their Savior—
those on the outside of the 
family that ARE TO BE AD-
OPTED cannot get away from 
the love of God and they are 
saved.

Only by God’s mercy will 
our nation be spared.  If not, 
we Christians will be able to 
stand only if we are solid in 
the ways of God and know His 
Word.  How balanced are you 
in your biblical studies?  Have 
you equipped yourself with 
teachings other than the “feel-
good” messages of the last 10 
to 15 years or so?   

“Feel-good” messages won’t 
help us during persecution 
and spiritual war.  We must 
know how to arm ourselves for 
battle and after having done 
everything to stand and fight 
the good fight of faith in love 
with those around us, in the 
name and power of our God. 

We will have to come out of 
our “closets.”  Christians need 
each other—each fellowship 
of believers needs the other 
fellowships of believers—God 
made us that way.  Get to know 
the family; you will be glad you 
did!

Is Christianity—personal?  
YES!!!  We are each intimately 
involved with our God.  Is 
Christianity—private?  ABSO-
LUTELY NOT!!!!  We are to go 
and tell the good news of Jesus 
Christ and what He has done 
for us and to shine like stars in 
the universe as we hold out the 
word of life!

I pray that the “rude awak-
ening” that is dawning will 
lead to a “Great Awakening” 
as we fall on our knees, confess 
our own personal sins and the 
sins of our nation, repent, and 
seek our Great God with ev-
erything in us as never before.

Excerpted from Ms Ken-
nedy’s book Seasons of Reflec-
tion published by Acts Press. 

“I beg you be persuaded that no 
one would be more zealous than 

myself to establish effectual 
barriers against the horrors of 

spiritual tyranny, and every 
species of religious persecution.”

~~ George Washington ~~
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Of all the challenges fac-
ing rural America, including 
persistent poverty/economic 
development, meth manufac-
turing/distribution, viability of 
critical access hospitals, school 
quality and so many more, 
none are as critical long-term 
as water.

In nature, water is a finite 
resource, recycled through the 
biosphere and found in vari-
ous states including ice, clouds, 
aquifers, creeks and oceans.  It 
is neither equally dispersed nor 
equally accessible.

Our modern unceasing de-
mand for fossil fuel and grain-
based energy has placed much 
of the rural water supply in 
a precarious position.  Both 
biofuel production and hy-
draulic fracturing (“fracking”) 
consume and despoil massive 
quantities of water.  Each also 
inherently risk contamina-
tion of residual groundwater.  
Mountaintop removal and sim-
ilar surface mining methods 
wantonly destroy surface water 
resources through runoff and 
watershed destruction.  Pipe-
lines routinely leak small, often 
undetected, amounts of petro-
leum products into the soil and, 
ultimately, water tables.  Cata-
strophic ruptures, due to fal-
lible human designs or actions, 
occur despite our collective be-
lief in technological perfection 
through better engineering.

To varying degrees, indus-
trial monoculture and concen-
trated livestock agriculture uti-
lize and simultaneously pollute 
substantial quantities of water 
from both underground and 
surface sources.

Recent years of drought cre-
ated new demands for mitiga-
tion that largely involved in-
stallation of irrigation systems 
across wide swaths of crop-
land that previously depended 
wholly on rain.  This mining of 
water is unsustainable as evi-
denced by the ongoing decline 
of the great Oglala Aquifer 
throughout the Great Plains 
region.

It is through its advocacy of 
faithful creation care and re-
sponsible stewardship that the 
church must speak and act on 
this issue.  Water is a recurring 
motif in the Biblical narrative.  
From “springs of water” to “let 
justice roll down like water and 
righteousness like an everflow-
ing stream” to the universal af-
firmation of faith through wa-
ter baptism, scripture speaks of 
the centrality of water.  For the 
people of the Bible, often situ-
ated in areas where water scar-
city was the norm, the precious 
nature of this gift of God was 
acutely recognized.

The church must likewise 
lead the way on all the crises 
facing rural America as there 
is simply no other body avail-
able for the task.  Our political 
system is largely broken and 

A View  From Jordan Creek
Down on the farm - part 3

Virgil Hill
RN-R Columnist

America’s Moral Compass
“Husband” and “Wife” are now Illegal?

The U.S.  Justice Department 
is watching your every move 
– and listening to your every 
word.  And if you work for the 
Department of Justice – they 
are listening to your silence.

An internal DOJ document 
“LGBT Inclusion at Work” is 
now mandated!  This docu-
ment  violates the First Amend-
ment liberties of everyone.

You are directed to not use 
words such as “husband” or 
“wife” and are instead to use 
words such as “partner” or “sig-
nificant other.”

The document orders, “Don’t 
judge or remain silent.”  Silence 
will be interpreted as “disap-
proval” regarding anything in-
volving lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
or transvestites.  Thus, federal 
employees against their will are 
required to affirm sexual be-
haviors that every major world 
religion rejects.

The document orders, “Do 
assume that LBGT employees 
and their allies are listening to 
what you are saying and will 
read what you’re writing and 
make sure the language you 
use is inclusive and respectful.”

Employees are to “Attend 
LBGT events sponsored by 
DOJ Pride and the Depart-
ment and invite others to join 
you.” You are requested to “dis-
play a symbol in your office 

(DOJ Pride sticker) indicating 
that your office is a ‘safe space.’

If there are any offensive 
jokes or other comments, em-
ployees are directed “forcefully 
and swiftly” to turn the offend-
ers into the law.

Matt Barber, Vice-President 
of Liberty Counsel Action, 
writing for “Whistleblower,” 
June, 2013, exposed the De-
partment of Justice document.  
This DOJ memo is the latest 
example of the progressive cli-
mate of fear and intimidation 
that a radical administration  
has created for Christians, con-
servatives and other value-ori-
ented people.

Dee Wampler is an Author, 
Defense Attorney, Former Pros-
ecutor, and a Native of Spring-
field, MO.  He believes Ameri-
ca needs a moral compass and 
advocates an honest look at 
America’s Christian History.

Dee Wampler
RN-R Columnist

demonstrably unresponsive to 
the heartland.  Our cultural 
elites are either openly con-
temptuous of or utterly indif-
ferent to the countryside, ex-
cept as a place for retreats and 
sabbaticals.

The rural church must also 
recognize the changing de-
mography of the communi-
ties it serves.  As the techie 
migrants proliferate through-
out small town America with 
the spread of broadband, a 
new core of “Nones” is com-
ing to prominence in here-
tofore Christian, nominal or 
confessing/practicing, areas.  
Increasing cultural and eth-
nic diversity is simultaneously 
significantly altering the social 
environment for rural church-
es.

One admirable model for 
engagement remains the ven-
erable Catholic Rural Life 
Conference with its singular 
focus on faith in a country set-
ting.  Nearly sixty years ago it 
produced a Rural Life Prayer 
Book that still speaks to the 
daily struggles and joys of ru-
ral living.  Many denomina-
tions maintain similar minis-
tries.

As our primary source of 
food and site of the headwa-
ters of the liquid of life, the 
fate of rural America ought to 
be at the heart of our national 
identity, the top of our national 
priorities and a center point of 
our contemporary Christian 
mission.

Virgil J. Hill is a lifelong Ozark-
er and activist and is an ordained 
minister with Acts Ministry.

HELP WANTED
Help Us Improve the Real News Review

We want your input.  Please tell us what you like about the 
Real News - Reviews Newspaper and make any suggestions 
you feel would make us better.  We are always looking for good 
content, so please feel free to let us know about a person or 
organization that would make an outstanding feature story.  

Please take a couple of minutes and give us your opinions. 
You could win a free copy of Dr. Paul Collin’s Book EM-
BRACED BY THE SPIRIT.  Just send an e-mail to 

Editor@ActsMediaGroup.com

                              

The Death of Jesus Christ 
foretold in The Old Testament
 

For anyone to end up in hell, they have to trample over the dead body of Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son that He sent to be our Savior in three distinct ways: 1) save 
us from ourselves (can anyone deny they have morally failed at one time and need a 
solution to the guilt they carry inside?), 2) save us to a personal relationship with God  
who promises to completely forgive each one of us by wiping away that guilt we carry 
like a ball and chain shackled to our ankles, and 3) save us from the just punishment 
of eternal death we all deserve for our moral sinfulness.   

The Christian message is more than an emotional plea to your heart – it is also 
an intellectual plea to your mind. In this week’s article, we’re adding sixteen detailed 
requirements that anyone who claims to be the Christ must meet. Here they are for 
your consideration:
•	 Isaiah 50:6 – He is publicly struck and spit on fulfilled in Jesus – Matthew 26:67
•	 Psalm 22:7-8 – He is publicly mocked and ridiculed in Jesus – Matthew 27:31
•	 Psalm 69:4 – He is hated without a cause fulfilled in Jesus – John 15:25
•	 Isaiah 53:12 – He is crucified as a worthless criminal fulfilled - Matthew 27:38
•	 Psalm 109:25 – People shake their heads at Him fulfilled - Matthew 27:39
•	 Psalm 38:11 – Friends stand far off and watch Him die fulfilled - Luke 23:49
•	 Psalm 22:1 – His forsaken cry while on the cross fulfilled - Matthew 27:40
•	 Psalm 22:15, 69:21 – He suffers thirst on the cross fulfilled in Jesus  - John 19:28
•	 Psalm  22:16 – His hands and feet are pierced  fulfilled Jesus - Luke 23:33
•	 Zechariah 12:10 – His side is pierced during crucifixion  fulfilled- John 19:34
•	 Psalm 22:14 – His heart is broken during crucifixion  fulfilled - Matthew 27:6-10
•	 Psalm 34:20  His bones are not broken during crucifixion fulfilled - John 19:34
•	 Psalm 22:18 - His cast lots for His clothing fulfilled in Jesus - John 19:23-24
•	 Psalm 31:5 - He commits Himself in death to God  fulfilled in Jesus - Luke 23:46
•	 Isaiah 53:12 - He intercedes for sinners on the cross fulfilled  - Luke 23:34
•	 Isaiah 53:9 = He is buried in a rich man’s tomb fulfilled-= Matthew 27:57-60

Next month, we’ll put all these prophecies together and demonstrate that trusting in 
Jesus Christ is not just necessary – it is logical.

Ed Croteau is a resident of Lee’s Summit, MO and hosts a weekly study in Lee’s Summit 
called, “Faith: Substance and Evidence.”  He can be reached with your questions through 
the Lees Summit Tribune.

Linda J. Baxter
105 Shary Creek Lane
Branson, MO 65616 
417-818-3131 • 866-369-4093
Linda.J.Baxter@mwarep.org

From dreams for your family to dreams for your financial 
future, Modern Woodmen of America is proud to be here 
for you. We can help you plan for all stages of life – from 
protection to saving to retirement planning. Let’s talk.
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USA Religion
Catholic Judge rules in favor of same-sex marriage
By Thomas Zambito

BAYONNE, N.J. (The 
Star-Ledger) The judge who 
declared same-sex marriage 
legal in New Jersey was raised 
a Catholic in Bayonne, a 
place where the locals still 
use their church — not their 
neighborhood — to define 
where they’re from.

Judge Mary Jacobson 
graduated in 1971 from Holy 
Family Academy, a since-
shuttered all-girls Catholic 
high school near her home.

“In Bayonne, you identified 
yourself by your parish,” 
said Thomas Olivieri, a 
retired Superior Court judge 
in Hudson County and a 
Bayonne native. “Mary’s 
family was from St. Mary’s 
parish. Ours was from St. 
Vinny’s. We’re both very proud 
of where we came from.”

Those early influences 
haven’t faded over time. Her 
friends say the Superior Court 
assignment judge in Mercer 
County remains devoted to 
her faith, sending her children 
to Catholic universities.

And so it would appear 
Jacobson’s decision last month 
giving same-sex couples the 
right to marry would place 
her at odds with the position 
taken by her church, which 
opposes such unions. It has 
also roiled New Jersey courts 

and politics right up through 
Friday afternoon, when the 
state Supreme Court agreed to 
take the case.

Longtime friends and 
colleagues, while shying away 
from any discussion of the 
judge’s religious leanings, 
say she’s proved adept at 

separating the personal from 
the professional.

To her, they say, the high-
pitched debate going on 
beyond the walls of her 
courtroom, with Gov. Chris 
Christie saying voters — not 
judges — ought to decide 
whether the state should 

approve same-sex marriage, is 
just background noise.

“The only thing that would 
play into her decisions would 
be the law, the facts and the 
application of the facts to the 
law,” said Kenneth Levy, a 
retired Superior Court judge 
in Essex County who has 

known Jacobson since their 
days in the state attorney 
general’s office.

“Judges are human beings,” 
Levy added. “But if you’re 
going to be a good judge, you 
have to divorce yourself from 
your personal biases and your 
personal religious beliefs to the 
extent that that’s possible. To 
me she’s one of the best judges 
in the state. Professional. 
Totally unbiased.”

Newark civil liberties lawyer 
Bennet Zurofsky agrees.

“She’s not moved by 
emotional arguments,” 
Zurofsky said. “She’s moved 

by arguments firmly rooted 
in precedent or logically 
developed from precedent. 
She rules from the head, not 
the heart.”

Jacobson, 60, went on 
the bench in 2001 after her 
appointment by then-Gov. 
Christie Whitman. Jacobson 
worked as a judge in the general 
equity division in Superior 
Court in Essex County before 
moving to Mercer County, 
where she served as presiding 
judge of the family division in 
2009 and 2010.

Lawyers say she seldom tips 
her hand.

During oral arguments in 
the same-sex marriage case, 
attorney Lawrence Lustberg, 
who represented the six 
couples challenging the state, 
was peppered with tough 
questions by Jacobson, leaving 
him to wonder whether he’d 
lost. At one point, she asked 
him whether he thought the 
courts were, indeed, the right 
place to resolve the issue.

“Many judges and justices 
on a state and federal level say 
on such far-reaching matters, 
such as same-sex marriage, 
it ought to be decided by the 
political process rather than 
by the courts,” Jacobson said 
as she questioned Lustberg.

Christie has vetoed efforts 
by the Democratic-controlled 
state Legislature to pass a bill 
allowing same-sex marriage in 
New Jersey. So far Democrats 
have been unable to put 
together a two-thirds majority 
in the Senate and Assembly to 
override the governor’s veto.

Lustberg says colleagues 
feared that the judge’s 
questioning meant they were 
doomed. He cautioned them 
that Jacobson had a track 
record of listening to both 
sides.

“She’s the epitome of what a 
judge should be,” Lustberg said. 
“She’s confident, thorough, 
scholarly. But beyond that, 
she’s fair. She’s going to call it 

Listen to ... 
Acts Ministry Internet Radio
Autism Outreach

Program with Dr. James Wining
Mondays 8 am Central

Enjoy other programs you won’t 
hear anywhere else, including 

excellent Bible teachers, discus-
sion, inspiration for your day, 

Branson entertainment talk and a 
variety of gospel music styles ...

You will also enjoy our newest 
media service -- Acts Television 
Network with even more unique 

programming. Just visit...

actsmediagroup.com

“She’s not moved by emotional arguments. She’s moved 
by arguments firmly rooted in precedent or logically 
developed from precedent. She rules from the head, not 
the heart.”  

Newark civil liberties lawyer Bennet Zurofsky      

Judge Mary Jacobson in her Mercer County courtroom. Jacobson stirred controversy 
by allowing same-sex marriages in New Jersey. Photo by Frank Jacobs III / courtesy The 
Star-Ledger

the way she sees it.”
Jacobson has refused to 

delay her decision beyond Oct. 
21, the first day she said same-
sex marriages could take place 
in New Jersey. The state’s top 
court agreed to hear an appeal 
of Jacobson’s ruling in January. 
The court will also decide 
whether to delay Jacobson’s 
ruling beyond Oct. 21 until it 
makes a ruling on the legality 
of same-sex marriage in New 
Jersey.

In court papers, the 
attorney general’s office 
repeated its assertion that 
the state Supreme Court, 
not Jacobson alone, should 
be deciding such a landmark 
issue.

“It is in the public interest 
that such a profound change, 
if it is to occur, take place 
not because a single judge 
— no matter how diligent, 
thoughtful, and thorough — 
ordered it, but rather because 
the Supreme Court, the 
ultimate arbiter, has deemed 
it necessary,” the office said.

Jacobson’s ruling last 
month placed much 
significance on a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
from June that extended 
federal benefits to married 
gay couples. By only allowing 
civil unions, New Jersey was 
denying these couples the 
same benefits, she ruled.
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Supreme Court: 
Monks can make 
and sell caskets

In a little-noticed ruling on 
Oct. 15, the Supreme Court 
declined to hear the case 
between the brothers of St. 
Joseph Abbey and the Loui-
siana State Board of Embalm-
ers and Funeral Directors.

In doing so, they let stand a 
lower court decision in favor 
of the monks.

The monks had been sell-
ing handmade caskets since 
2007.    State  funeral direc-
tors took exception to the 
monks sideline and filed suit 
against them.

The 5th Circuit Court said 
that Louisiana law does not 
regulate the use or manufac-
ture of caskets.  In fact the use 
of a caskets is not required in 
the state.

 The ruling said, in part, 
“Whatever special expertise a 
funeral director may have in 
casket selection is irrelevant 
to it being the sole seller of 
caskets.”

In 2007 the monastery 
invest $200,000 to start St. 
Joseph Woodworks.   The 
Abbey sells “monastic” and 
“traditional” cyprus caskets 
for $1500 and $2000. A price 
much lower than funeral 
homes.

The monks tuned to cas-
ket-making as a source of 
revenue after Hurricane Ka-
trina destroyed the Abbey’s 
timberland and income.  The 
money for the sale of caskets 
is used to pay the medical 
and educational expense of 
the Abey. 
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Should schools make room for Muslim holidays?
Muslims say they deserve  school time off for their holidays too

Hannah Shraim, a 14-year old sophomore at Northwest 
High School in Germantown, Md., missed school on 
Tuesday (Oct. 15) to celebrate the Islamic holiday of Eid 
al-Adha, or the Feast of Sacrifice. Photo courtesy Hannah 
Shraim
children home on Tuesday. 
The effort has also been sup-
ported by some Christian and 
Jewish groups, and at least one 
Montgomery County council-
man, George Leventhal, who 
is Jewish, has said he will keep 
his children home for Eid.

For many Muslim fami-
lies and students, it’s not just 
about equity and sparing stu-
dents the hassle of make-up 
work, but connecting with 
their religious identity. Many 
Muslim parents worry that 
children are more likely to 
lose their sense of identity 
when they aren’t able to cel-
ebrate their holidays.

“We’re a minority. It’s im-
portant that our kids grow up 
with traditions. If we don’t cel-
ebrate the holidays, our kids 
won’t have any traditions to 
inherit and pass down to their 
kids,” said Hannah’s mother, 
May Salloum-Shraim, who 
works as a data analyst for the 
Montgomery County school 
system.

Salloum-Shraim is acutely 
aware of these differences be-
cause she is a convert, and her 
family still visits Christian rel-
atives in Syracuse, N.Y., over 
Christmas. “I know they’re 
having fun. There’s the din-

senate seats could make libertarians the swing vote on major 
issues.

More immediately, Sarvis could hurt the Republican can-
didate, Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli II, by siphoning off 
young white male voters, giving an advantage to Democratic 
contender Terry McAuliffe.

“In any race where there’s a libertarian, the candidate that 
stands to lose votes is the Republican candidate. Only 5 per-
cent of libertarians call themselves Democrats, but 45 percent 
call themselves Republican,” Jones said.

The survey used two methods to identify libertarians – self-
identification and a spectrum of questions on economic and 
social issues. Although 13 percent of Americans called them-
selves libertarian, “we found the label is fairly loosely held,” 
said Jones. Only 7 percent qualified by the scale of viewpoints 
that PRRI developed.

Some have claimed an overlap between the Tea Party and 
libertarians. David Kirby, a vice president of FreedomWorks, 
and Emily McClintock Ekins, polling director for the Reason 
Foundation, wrote for the Cato Institute on the “Libertarian 
roots of the Tea Party.” Looking at the  2008 elections, they 
concluded it was libertarian anger with the GOP, and pessi-
mism and frustration with government, that plowed the ideo-
logical ground for the Tea Party.

“We would disagree on this. We just don’t see it,” said Jones. 
“These are groups that overlap on some issues but are largely 
very dissimilar.”

Among other PRRI findings:
– There is a notable exception to the generally socially lib-

eral views of libertarians. On legalizing same-sex marriage, 
59 percent oppose it. This may reflect that two in three lib-
ertarians are men and 63 percent of libertarian men oppose 
gay marriage; libertarian women were evenly divided on the 
issue.

– Most libertarians (61 percent) do not consider themselves 

a part of the Tea Party movement and only one in four Tea 
Party people would call themselves libertarian.

– Only 22 percent of libertarians say they belong to the 

religious right or conservative Christian movement, which 
is “overwhelmingly made up of white evangelicals and white 
Catholics,” said Jones. But most Tea Party followers (52 per-
cent) say they are part of the Christian right. 

– Asked their preferred presidential candidate for 2016, 

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, is the Tea Party favorite among regis-
tered voters, while libertarians lean to Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky.

– While they line up with the Tea Party in opposition to 
government involvement in the economy, health care and 
environmental protections, 70 percent of libertarians “favor 
allowing doctors to prescribe lethal drugs to help terminally 
ill patients end their lives, and a nearly identical number (71 
percent) favor legalizing marijuana.”

– Where Tea Party and libertarians coincide, libertarians 
often hold a markedly more intense position. Their opposi-
tion to the Affordable Care Act is fiercer: 96 percent of lib-
ertarians oppose it, compared with 78 percent of Tea Party 
followers. Similarly, 65 percent of libertarians but only 57 per-
cent of Tea Party followers oppose raising the minimum wage.

just north of Washington, 
have recently restarted. 
There, schools are closed for 
Christmas, Good Friday and 
the Monday after Easter; 
since the 1970s, schools have 
closed for the Jewish holidays 
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur if those days fall on a 
weekday.

Muslims in Montgom-
ery County have lobbied for 
school closures on Eid holi-
days for at least 10 years. The 
school district established 
guidelines a few years ago 
allowing Muslim students to 
take excused absences on Eid 
days, which are also consid-
ered non-testing days.

But the county’s board of 
education has resisted mak-
ing Eid days official holidays, 
arguing that religion can’t 
be cited as a reason to close 
school. Rather, Eid support-
ers must show that the school 
day will be affected by a num-
ber of student and staff ab-
sences.

A board of education 
spokesman did not return a 
call seeking comment.

Muslims counter that the 
board’s demand is vague be-
cause it offers no numerical 
minimum, and unreasonable 
because it wasn’t made of oth-
er groups. By one count, there 
are at least 12,000 Muslims 
living in Montgomery Coun-
ty, and local Muslims say the 
eight mosques and anecdotal 
evidence suggest their num-
bers have indeed grown sig-
nificantly in recent years.

“I hate to say that the 
source of the resistance is 
discrimination, but we can’t 
help but sometimes think 
that’s what it is,” said Zainab 
Chaudry, vice president of 
the Maryland chapter of the 
Council on American-Islamic 
Relations.

“It seems strange for the 
board to ask us to show proof 
that instruction would be im-
pacted enough to close school 
when they didn’t ask the other 
communities to show proof.”

Chaudry helped create the 
Equality for Eid Coalition, 
which started an online pe-
tition that so far has close to 
1,000 signatures; the group is 
calling on Muslim and non-
Muslim families to keep their 

BY OMAR SACIRBEY
(RNS) Hannah Shraim, 

a 14-year old sophomore at 
Northwest High School in 
Germantown, Md., missed 
school on Tuesday (Oct. 15) 
to celebrate the Islamic holi-
day of Eid al-Adha, or the 
Feast of Sacrifice.

Instead, she and her two 
older brothers and her parents 
will go to morning prayers 
with an estimated 5,000 oth-
ers at the sprawling Maryland 
SoccerPlex in nearby Gaith-
ersburg. After prayers, they’ll 
mingle with friends, pass out 
toys to kids, and then fami-
lies will head home or out to 
eat to fuel up for a day full of 
visiting relatives, exchanging 
gifts, more prayers, and more 
eating.

But at some point during 
the day, Shraim will have to 
study for her PSAT, which is 
on Wednesday.

“I thought, ‘Come on, do 
they really have to schedule 
it the day after Eid?’” she said. 
“They would never schedule a 
test after Christmas.”

When she was in eighth 
grade, Shraim’s teacher sched-
uled a math test on Eid al-Ad-
ha, despite guidelines by the 
Montgomery County school 
board that teachers not sched-
ule tests on religious holidays. 
She had to skip the holiday in 
order to take the test.

“I felt put down by our 
system,” said Shraim, whose 
brothers have also missed 
holidays because of school.

Experiences like Shraim’s 
have been driving efforts 
in recent years by Muslim 
Americans to get school offi-
cials to recognize Eid al-Adha 
and Eid al-Fitr — the other 
major Islamic holiday that 
happens two months before 
— as official holidays.

Several school districts 
with significant Muslim pop-
ulations already observe one 
or both of the Eid holidays 
as official days off, including 
Paterson and Trenton in New 
Jersey; Dearborn, Mich.; Bur-
lington Vt.; and Cambridge, 
Mass.

Similar efforts in New York 
City, Connecticut, and Bal-
timore County, Md., have 
stalled, while those in Mary-
land’s Montgomery County, 

ner, the decorations, the gifts. 
They really get to experience 
Christmas. I need to make 
sure I have the same thing go-
ing on for Eid,” she said.

“But when the kids have to 
go to school, you can’t give 
them that experience. It’s re-
ally frustrating.”

Muslims say having ex-
cused absences and no tests 
on Eid days don’t solve the 
problem.

“There are field trips and 
sports and other activities 
that go on. Those who are ab-
sent will still be missing a lot,” 
said Samira Hussein, who 
helped start the Eid equality 
effort in Montgomery County 
several years ago.

Shraim said that while she 
is disappointed that this Eid is 
not an official holiday, she is 
hopeful it may be before she 
graduates high school.

“I love being home from 
school on Christian and Jew-
ish holidays so they can be 
with their families and cel-
ebrate. It’s an awesome thing,” 
she said. “And I think more 
people will feel that way about 
Muslims.”

BY KIMBERLY WINSTON
(RNS) Air Force Academy 

cadets will no longer be re-
quired to include the words 
“so help me God” when taking 
their annual Honor Oath. 

On Friday (Oct. 25), offi-
cials at the Colorado Springs, 
Colo., campus announced its 
4,000 current cadets would be 
allowed to opt out of the final 
phrase of their honor code, 
which they reaffirm each of 
their four years of study and 
training.

“Here at the Academy, we 
work to build a culture of digni-
ty and respect, and that respect 
includes the ability of our ca-
dets, Airmen and civilian Air-
men to freely practice and ex-
ercise their religious preference 
— or not,” said Lt. Gen. Mi-
chelle Johnson, the academy’s 
superintendent, in a statement. 

“So in the spirit of respect, 
cadets may or may not choose 
to finish the Honor Oath with 

‘So help me God.’” 
The current oath reads: “We 

will not lie, steal or cheat, nor 
tolerate among us anyone who 
does. Furthermore, I resolve to 
do my duty and to live honor-
ably, so help me God.” The oath 
was adopted by the academy’s 
first class in 1959 without the 
final phrase, which was added 
in 1984 following a cheating 
scandal. Honor oaths at other 
U.S. military academies do not 
include the word “God.” 

The change came after com-
plaints from the Military Reli-
gious Freedom Foundation, a 
New Mexico-based watchdog 
organization headed by Mi-
chael Weinstein, a lawyer and 
Air Force Academy graduate 
whose family includes seven 
people who have attended the 
academy. Weinstein has had 
other successes in rooting out 
religion from the military. In 

Air Force Academy drops ‘So help 
me God’ from honor oath

Air Force Cadets take the Oath of Honor on their way 
to becoming officers.  Photo by Dennis Rogers, Source 
Wikimedia Commons.

ELVIS ROCK 
& REMEMBER 

STARRING 
JOSEPH HALL

Hwy. 76
Branson  MO
417-339-0099

              •Top Ten
  America’s Got Talent
•3 Decades of Elvis Hits
•Incredible Production With
    Live Rock ‘N’ Roll Band!

Christmas Show
November 4 thru December 11

*Are you turning 65 this year?
*Do you or your parents have questions about different Medicare 
  plans?
*Are you or your parents new to the area and need to switch
  Medicare
  insurance?
* Have your Medicare supplement rates increased lately?

Experiencing the 
Medicare Maze?

If you answered “YES” to any of these questions you need 
help navigating the Medicare Maze!

 The Medicare Open Enrollment
period starts October 15 and ends 
on December 7.  If your Medicare 

plan is leaving the area or is making 
changes that you don’t like call ...
Kent Kyle Insurance

417-880-4712
kkyleins@sbcglobal.net

KyleInsuranceServices.com

Not employed or affi  liated 
with Social Security, CMS 
or the federal government

Continued on page 11

Libertarians continue to 
gain Influence in politics
Continued from front page
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Sonlight Family Productions

Family Fun With
an  Important

Message
 A puppet experience you won’t

forget featuring Pinky and  Friends
Invite Pinky and her friends to your 

next event.  The family-friendly show 
is great for churches, children’s meet-
ings,  Vacation Bible Schools, street 

ministry and more.

Join Pinky and her friends Each 
Saturday Morning at 9 a.m. for 
Sonlight Kids Kamp 

On Acts Radio
www.ActsMediaGroup.com

Pinky

Now Starring

Enjoy the ministry of 
Steve and Rachel 

McAllister

sonlightfamilyproductions.com
steve.mcallister@rocketmail.com 417-593-3709

Nazi funeral flap overshadows Jewish ceremony
BY ERIC J. LYMAN 
ROME (RNS) The ongoing 
controversy over the funeral 
of an unrepentant Nazi captain 
overshadowed Wednesday’s 
ceremonies commemorating 
the 70th anniversary of the de-
portation of more than 1,000 
of the city’s Jews to concentra-
tion camps.

Italian President Giorgio 
Napolitano, Rome Mayor Ig-
nazio Marino and Israeli Am-
bassador Naor Gilon attended 
the event in the city’s massive 
riverside synagogue.

Of the 1,023 Roman Jews 
deported on the morning of 
Oct. 16, 1943, only 16 returned 
to Rome. Of those, two are still 
living.

Luciano Camerino, 85, 
and Lello Di Segni, 87, 
were deported as teenagers. 
Only Camerino appeared at 

Wednesday’s ceremony, where 
officials greeted him warmly at 
the conclusion.

But Erich Priebke, a former 
SS captain who died Friday in 
Rome at age 100 while serving 
a life sentence for his role in 
the massacre of 335 Italians in 
1944,  overshadowed the pro-
ceedings.

Nearly every speaker men-
tioned him, though not by 
name, with Rabbi Riccardo 
Pacifici earning the loudest 
applause when he praised pro-
testers who prevented Priebke’s 
funeral outside of Rome.

“For this, we can be proud to 
be Romans,” Pacifici said.

Priebke lived under house 
arrest in Rome for the last 
15 years, and after his death 
churches in Rome were ordered 
not to conduct his funeral.

But late Tuesday, a break-

away group, the Catholic So-
ciety of St. Pius, best known 
as SSPX, said it would conduct 
a funeral in Albano Laziale, 
a town just outside of Rome. 
Members of St. Pius defended 
the decision, saying that a bap-
tized Christian has the right to 
a funeral and burial “no matter 
what his sins.”

The organization’s low-key 
plans were abandoned after 
protesters kicked and rocked 
the car carrying Priebke’s coffin 
and prevented it from reaching 
the church.

Priebke’s remains are being 
held at a military airport near 
Rome until it can be deter-
mined where he will be buried. 
The city of Rome, Priebke’s ad-
opted home in Argentina and 
Hennigsdorf, Germany, the 
town of his birth, all refused his 
burial.

JANET TAPPIN COELHO
RIO DE JANEIRO (RNS) 

Amid concerns about police 
brutality, Brazilian military 
police officers are taking Bi-
ble study classes during their 
working hours to help them 
deal with stress and improve 
their personal and family lives. 

The initiative teaches officers 
how to apply biblical concepts 
to everyday family matters and 
encourages them to search for 
biblical examples that give ad-
vice, guidance and solutions 

about family issues, including 
how to rear children, handle 
finances and build personal re-
lationships. 

The Moral Education Pro-
gram was launched as a three-
month pilot project in the 
capital Brasilia by the Federal 
District Military Police in part-
nership with the Sao Paulo-
based University of the Family. 
More than 150 officers applied 
to join the project but only 70 
have been selected to attend the 
two-hour weekly sessions be-
cause of limited space. 

The Christianity-based 
course has hit controversy with 
critics arguing it is inappropri-
ate for Brazil as a secular state 
— with a stated policy of neu-
trality on religion — to pro-
mote Christian teachings in a 
public institution. The military 
police is the civilian wing of the 
security forces and responsible 
for law and order on the streets, 
attending crime scenes and ar-
resting suspects. 

“The constitution clearly 
prohibits the dissemination of 
religious doctrine,” said Paulo 

Blair, a lecturer in constitu-
tional law at the University of 
Brasilia. 

But a representative from the 
military police said while the 
secular state makes it clear that 
it will not favor one religion 
over another, it also means the 
state will not interfere with the 
operation of any religion. 

“We see this course as a tool 
that can help our officers, said 
military police chaplain Gisle-
no Farias, coordinator of the 
program. 

The program comes at a time 
when Brazil’s police are under 
increased pressure to restrain 
their heavy-handed tactics 
against anti-government pro-
testers who took to the streets 
in the thousands this year to 
demonstrate against govern-
ment spending policies, po-
litical corruption and the ex-
cessive amount of public funds 
invested in the construction of 
the 2014 FIFA World Cup sta-
diums and Olympic venues. 

Lucia Nader, executive direc-
tor of Conectas, a Brazilian hu-
man rights organization based 
in Sao Paulo, said the level of vi-
olence displayed by the military 
police when handling crowd 
control calls for urgent reforms. 

“Military police have not 
followed the democratization 
process in the country,” Nader 
said. “They must be able to pro-
tect citizens, not treat them as 
enemies, fulfill their roles effi-
ciently, but also respect human 
rights.” 

But as violent bouts of so-
cial unrest, such as last week’s 
clashes between protesters and 

security police in Rio de Janei-
ro, continue to disrupt major 
Brazilian cities, authorities say 
they are trying to find ways to 
alleviate their officers’ stress. 

“The police need to be pre-
pared for the worst, because 
they never know what kind of 
situation they are likely to face 
on a daily basis,” said Farias. 

The chaplain said 90 percent 
of the officers in Brasilia define 
themselves as Christian so the 
material was designed to reflect 
that faith. 

“In December of this year, 
when the course finishes, we 
will do a review and decide 
after that whether the scheme 
should be taken nationwide,” 
Farias said. “If this happens we 
will also make sure that similar 
initiatives are adopted based on 
material from other faiths. But 
this will depend on the level of 
the demand.” 

Police officer Paulo Henrique 
Silva de Pinho has been with 
the Federal District Military 
Police in Brasilia for over 10 
years. He admitted he wasn’t re-
ligious but when he heard about 
the course he decided to sign up 
because he was having marital 
problems. 

“My wife and I were arguing 
a lot,” he said. “Things were very 
unhappy. It was affecting our 
son and having a negative effect 
on my performance at work. I 
couldn’t concentrate and felt ir-
ritable and pressured.” 

After attending four sessions 
the 34-year-old officer says he 
has already noticed the differ-
ence in how he approaches the 
difficulties at home. 

“It has been an excellent 
opportunity for me to exam-
ine who I am and to grow as 
a man, father, husband and 
professional,” de Pinho said. “I 
have learned how to show pa-
tience and tolerance and I feel 
the sessions are giving me the 
qualities to help me grow as 
a person and to help me play 
my role fully in my family.” His 
wife, Ruth, agreed. “This Bible 
course couldn’t have come at a 
better time, because I have got 
my husband back,” she said. 
“He is motivated, loving and the 
changes in him have helped me.

“It has been an excellent opportunity 
for me to examine who I am and to 
grow as a man, father, husband and 

professional.”  
Officer Paulo Henrique Silva de Pinho 

“...I have got my husband back, He is 
motivated, loving and the changes in 

him have helped me.”
Ruth Silva

In Kenya, archbishop calls for 
focus on missions and evangelism 

Archbishop blasts British energy companies for price hikes
BY TREVOR GRUNDY

CANTERURY, England 
(RNS) Less than three months 
after he promised to take on 
payday lenders and create al-
ternative church credit unions, 
the archbishop of Canterbury 
condemned Britain’s energy 
companies for imposing huge 
price hikes that will hurt strug-
gling families. 

Justin Welby said over the 
weekend that the six most pow-
erful energy supply companies 
have a “massive” moral duty be-
yond squeezing customers for 
maximum profits. The largest of 
them, British Gas, whose par-
ent company is called Centrica, 
recorded a 2.7 billion pound 
($4.37 billion) profit last year. 

The archbishop — a for-
mer oil trader — challenged 

the company’s huge markup of 
around 9.2 percent. 

“I do understand when peo-
ple feel that this is inexplicable 
and I can understand people 
being angry about it because 
having spent years on a low in-
come as a clergyman, I know 
what it is like when your house-
hold budget is blown apart by 
a significant extra fuel bill and 
your anxiety levels become very 
high,” he said. 

The rapid rise of natural gas 
and electricity has risen to the 
top of the political agenda here 
with New Labour leader Ed 
Miliband promising to freeze 
bills for 20 months if he wins 
the next election in 2015. 

Earlier this year, the arch-
bishop took on payday lenders 
who offer high-interest, short-

term loans to people with low 
incomes. 

Later, he spoke of his embar-
rassment and irritation follow-
ing revelations that the Church 
of England invested millions of 
pounds in a company that fi-
nancially backs England’s lead-
ing payday lending company, 
Wonga. 

Following the archbishop’s 
comments about energy price 
hikes, news reports showed that 
the Church of England owns 
shares in Centrica worth more 
than 7 million pounds ($11.3 
million) and shares worth 
about 6 million pounds ($9.7 
million) in another giant ener-
gy firm, Scottish and Southern 
Energy. 

BY FREDRICK NZWILI
NAIROBI, Kenya ( RNS) 

Amid deep division in the 
worldwide Anglican Com-
munion, Archbishop of Can-
terbury Justin Welby on Sun-
day emphasized the need for 
mission and evangelism.

“The more seriously we 
take the Bible, the more effec-
tively we will be able to deal 
with our divisions,” Welby 
said.

The archbishop spoke at All 
Saints Cathedral in Nairobi, 
where he had been invited to 
preach ahead of the Oct. 21-
26 Global Anglican Future 
Conference — the second 
such gathering of theologi-
cally conservative Anglican 

leaders, most of whom are 
opposed to the ordination of 
gays and lesbians.

Delegates welcomed these 
views as an endorsement of 
GAFCON. The movement 
held its first meeting in Je-
rusalem in 2008, five years 
after the controversial con-
secration of New Hampshire 
Bishop Gene Robinson in the 
Episcopal Church. Robinson, 
now retired, is openly gay.

“That fills me with much 
hope,” said Dr. Peter Jensen, 
the general secretary of the 
Fellowship of Confessing An-
glicans, referring to Welby’s 
emphasis on the Bible.

The conference convenes 
amidst fears the communion 

is sliding towards schism, but 
Archbishop Eliud Wabukala 
of Kenya said the commu-
nion had moved on, leaving 
the crisis behind, although 
factors that shaped it are still 
there.

“I think there is a wider 
agenda in the world today 
that Christians of all sorts 
need to look at,” Wabukala 
said.  “Our attempt here is to 
begin to station ourselves in 
this changed context of the 
world, whether in the Global 
South or in America.”

More than 1,300 archbish-
ops, bishops, clergy and lay 
people from almost 40 coun-
tries are attending the confer-
ence.

Brazil’s Mounted Police is one division of the country’ military police force.  Recent 
accusations of police brutality have caused officials to see the need for stress manage-
ment training.  Photo by Gilmann, Public Domain, Source: Wikimedia Commons

Brazil’s police take Bible classes to reduce stress and increase performance
Officer’s urged to discover Biblical principles to improve life at home and on the job

Pope Francis ushers in Latin American Tourist boom
ROME (RNS) Italy’s capital 

is enjoying a boom in tourists 
from Latin America due at 
least in part to the popularity 
of Pope Francis, according to 
new figures from the city gov-
ernment. Overall, tourism in 
Rome — one of the city’s eco-
nomic pillars — is up by nearly 
7 percent so far this year, led by 

a nearly 20 percent increase in 
visitors from Latin America, 
according to Marta Leonori, 
Rome’s top tourism official. 
Among the Latin Americans, 
the pope’s fellow Argentines 
are leading the way, with 66 
percent more people travel-
ing to Rome from the pope’s 
homeland compared to a year 

ago. “We have seen a steady 
rise in tourism and it’s clear the 
election of Pope Francis is one 
of the main reasons,” Leonori 
said. Europe, Asia, and North 
America remain the most 
popular points of origin for 12 
million visitors to the Eternal 
City each year. The overall eco-

Continued on page  10
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Soldier’s Wish Travels the country honoring American Heroes 
Continued from the front page

HELP WANTED
Sales Representatives Wanted:   Self-motivated 
go-getters that see the vision of using market 
place ministry to reach the world through print, 
radio, and television.  Excellent income poten-
tial for the right persons who have  confidence in 
their sales ability  and are not afraid to work on  
straight commission.   Advertising sales back-
ground a plus, but will train the right candidate 
who has business contacts and/or other sales/
business experience. Kansas City, Springfield, 
Branson, and Northwest Arkansas territories 
available.

Call 417-294-3149 
for more information and to set up a 

confidential interview.

Soldier’s Wish and the History Channel host a booth and give away sausages during Summerfest, 
July 6, 2013, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin as part of the Cross Country Cookout tour.  Photo compli-
ments Soldier’s Wish

By RICHARD S. EHRLICH 
(RNS) A court in Mus-

lim-majority Malaysia ruled 
Monday (Oct. 14) that only 
Muslims are permitted to use 
the Arabic word “Allah” to de-
scribe God, overturning a low-
er court’s 2009 decision that 
allowed others to use the word.

“The usage of the word ‘Al-
lah’ is not an integral part of 
the faith in Christianity,” Chief 
Judge Mohamed Apandi Ali 
said in the ruling, supporting 
the government’s case.

“The intended usage will 
cause unnecessary confusion 
within the Islamic community 
and is surely not conducive to 
the peaceful and harmonious 
tempo of life in the country,” 
said Ali, according to the gov-
ernment-run Bernama news 
agency.

Allah is the Arabic word for 
God. Ali expressed the unani-
mous decision by the court’s 
three Muslim judges.

“The name ‘Allah’ does not 
appear, even once, in either the 
Old or New Testaments. In the 
Bible world, God has always 
been known as ‘Yahweh,’” Ali 
said.

The ruling was aimed pri-
marily at a Catholic newspa-
per, The Herald, which had 
been printing the word in its 
Malay-language stories to de-
scribe the Christian God, until 

the government deemed it was 
illegal in 2008.

When The Herald sued, a 
lower court ruled in favor of 
free speech in 2009 and al-
lowed the paper to use the 
word.

That decision resulted in 
clashes between the two reli-
gions, including arson attacks 
against dozens of churches and 
a few mosques.

“It is a retrograde step in the 
development of law in relation 
to the fundamental liberty of 
religious minorities,” The Her-
ald’s editor, the Rev. Lawrence 
Andrew, said after losing the 
case.

Andrew said he would ap-
peal to Malaysia’s highest 
court.

“Some Muslim groups have 
said that the Christian use of 
the word ‘Allah’ could be used 
to encourage Muslims to con-
vert to Christianity,” the BBC 
reported.

Christians in Malaysia had 
used the word “Allah” for de-
cades in churches and Malay-
language Bibles, but the gov-
ernment decided a judicial 
ruling was needed to deter-
mine if the terminology should 
be legal.

In the Middle East and in 
many other Muslim countries, 
Christians are able to use the 
word “Allah.”

Medal of Honor in Washing-
ton, D.C..   

 Helping a Grieving 
Family Heal

Other wishes have been 
granted to families of our 
American Heroes.  Spencer 
Hawn’s father gave his life in 
service to his country while 
serving in Afghanistan.  Spen-
cer, who was very close to his 
father, had a difficult time 
coping with his father’s loss 
and became withdrawn and 
despondent.  Spencer loves to 
build with Legos and dreamed 
of going to Legoland with his 
dad.  When Soldier’s Wish 
heard of Spencer’s story, they 
fulfilled his wish of going to 
Legoland – sending Spencer, 
his mom and his brother on 
the trip he had always wanted 
to go on.  “It is just one small 
way that we can help Spencer in 
the healing process and let him 
know that others honor and 
respect his family’s sacrifice for 
our country,” McDugle shares.

Soldier’s Wish has partnered 
with some great organizations 
such as Tyson and The Ameri-
can Legion.  When Kevin was 
asked to serve as the Executive 
Director of Soldier’s Wish, he 
immediately agreed.  

“The same week I joined the 
Soldier’s Wish leadership team 
we took on a very important 
mission – right in our own 
backyard,” McDugle recalls.  
“During my first Soldier’s Wish 
board meeting, the storm si-
rens in Tulsa went off.  Hours 
later, we received word that a 
devastating tornado hit Moore, 
Oklahoma - just a little over 
100 miles away,” he continues.

With the help of The Ameri-
can Legion, Soldier’s Wish de-
livered emergency relief sup-
plies and food to victims and 

first responders. “It just really 
set the tone for what kind of 
impact we could have when we 
put our minds to it.”  In fact, 
one of the most recent wish 
recipients is a survivor of that 
tornado.

A Soldier’s Heroic 
Efforts Saves Lives

SGT E. H.  Pittman—know-
ing a massive storm was bear-
ing down on the town of Moore, 
Oklahoma and the 7-Eleven 
where he worked—arrived to 
work early concerned for the 
safety and well-being of his 
coworkers. After realizing that 
his store was in the direct path 
of an F5 tornado, he knew that 
there was no time to evacuate 
his 3 co-workers and 4 custom-
ers (including a woman and her 
baby). SGT Pittman took im-
mediate action that would save 
lives.

He guided everyone into the 
restroom and onto the floor, 
where he covered some of them 
with his own body—serving as 
a shield—and held on to others 
serving as an anchor. The walls 
and roof caved in on them from 
the direct hit to the store.

SGT Pittman’s heroic mea-
sures saved lives in the store 
that day, but not without a price. 
He received great bodily injury, 
including a puncture near his 
spine and numerous contusions 
and deep lacerations. SGT Pit-
tman’s heroism and disregard 
for his own well-being in the 
face of extreme danger saved 
lives that day.  When Soldier’s 
Wish heard of SGT Pittman’s 
bravery, they honored him with 
an award at a reception in Tulsa 
and presented him with a cash 
grant to help him with his con-
tinued medical care and imme-
diate needs.

Malaysia: Only Muslims 
can call God ‘Allah’
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417.334.6411 ● www.cofo.edu 
One Opportunity Ave. 

Point Lookout, MO 65726 
 

Our Heroes
     Original Programming

     On Acts Television Network 
       Actsmediagroup.com/tv
          Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

                Focusing on Veterans and 
                         issues important to them,  

                         Including: Interviews,
                         Stories and Events.

                                  Hosted by Sarah Hord

C.S. Lewis may be the most popular Christian writer
His books, selling millions of copies every year, include theological treaties, Christian apologetics and children’s science fiction
BY TREVOR GRUNDY

CANTERBURY, England 
(RNS) When he died on 
Nov. 22, 1963 hardly a soul 
blinked in Northern Ire-
land where he was born or 
in England where he spent 
most of his working life as 
one of the world’s greatest 
Christian apologists. 

Clive Staples Lewis was 
a week short of 65 when he 
suffered a heart attack at his 
home in Oxford. The obitu-
ary writers barely noticed 
his demise, in part because 
he died on the same day 
that President John F. Ken-
nedy was assassinated in 
Dallas. 

British indifference to 
Lewis half a century ago will 
be examined at a one-day 
seminar at Wheaton College 
on Nov. 1, co-sponsored by 
the Marion E. Wade Center, 
the Institute for the Study of 
American Evangelicals and 
Wheaton College’s Faith 
and Learning program. 

Lewis may be the most 
popular Christian writer 
in history, with millions of 
copies of his books sold, the 
vast majority in the United 
States where his influence is 
far greater than in his native 
country. 

Was it Lewis’ modesty or 
British fear of discussing 
religion that fueled such 
indifference in Britain and 
Ireland? 

A mixture of both, said 
Paul Johnson the prominent 
British journalist, author 
and former editor of the 
left-leaning “New States-
man” magazine. 

Writing in the Catholic 
Herald, Johnson, a leading 
British Roman Catholic, 
said he first met Lewis when 
he was a student at Magda-
len College, Oxford Univer-
sity, where Lewis was a don, 
specializing in Renaissance 
literature. 

“When I knew him, just 
after the Second World 
War,” wrote Johnson, “he 

was famous for his work 
in English literature. … 
When we went for walks 
together, we discussed 
Chaucer and Dickens, 
Shakespeare and Dryden. 
‘The Chronicles of Narnia’ 
were never mentioned. 
Indeed, I had no idea he 
wrote stories.” 

Half a century later, his 
books sell between 1.5 
million and 2 million cop-
ies a year. 

C.S. Lewis was born in 
Belfast, on Nov. 29, 1898. 
His father, Albert James 
Lewis, was a lawyer; his 
mother, Florence Augusta 
Lewis, was the daughter of 
an Anglican vicar. 

His mother died of 
cancer in 1908 when C.S. 
(known as “Jack” to family 
and friends) was 9. 

Shattered by her death, 
Lewis abandoned his in-
herited faith at the age of 
15 and threw himself into 
a study of mythology and 
the occult. 

In 1916, when he was 
just 17, Lewis was awarded 
a scholarship at University 
College, Oxford. World 
War I was raging, and the 
following year he joined 
the army. 

He served in the Somme 
Valley in France with an 
English infantry division 
and experienced the hor-
rors of mass slaughter. 

He was wounded when 
a British shell falling short 
of its target killed two of 
his colleagues. 

After the war, he re-
turned to Oxford and in 
1925 was elected a fellow 
and tutor in English lit-
erature at Magdalen Col-
lege where he served until 
1954. 

His conversion to Chris-
tianity was slow and la-
borious. Reluctantly, he 
fell under the influence 
of Oxford colleague and 
friend J.R.R. Tolkien and 
G.K. Chesterton, who met 

every Tuesday morning at 
a local public house in Ox-
ford and formed a debating 
club called ”Inklings.” 

In his autobiography 
“Surprised by Joy,” he said 
that the night he turned 
from atheism to Christian-
ity he became “the most 
dejected and reluctant con-
vert in all England.” Tolk-
ien and Chesterton were 
disappointed that their new 
convert turned towards the 
Church of England, not 
Rome. 

C.S. Lewis went on to 
write acclaimed books 
about Christianity — “The 
Screwtape Letters,” “The 
Chronicles of Narnia,” “The 
Space Trilogy,” “Mere Chris-
tianity,” “Miracles and The 
Problem of Pain” — the lat-
ter written after he watched 
his American Jewish wife, 
Joy Davidman Gresham, die 
of bone cancer in 1960. 

The following year, Lewis 
experienced medical prob-
lems and on Nov. 22, 1963 
he collapsed in his bed-
room. He is buried in the 
churchyard of Holy Trinity 
Church, Headington, near 
Oxford — now a place of 
pilgrimage. 

Celebrations of his life 
will be held throughout No-
vember in Belfast. On Nov. 
22, he will be honored with 
a memorial in Poets’ Cor-
ner, Westminster Abbey, 
where the kings and queens 
of England are crowned and 
where some of the world’s 
greatest writers are buried.  

His friend Johnson said 
Lewis, along with Tolkien, 
provide a counterbalance to 
the enormous flood of athe-
ist literature, especially in 
children’s books. 

“It is one of Lewis’ great 
merits that his tales can be 
read with equal pleasure by 
teenagers and grown-ups,” 
said Johnson. “He is thus, in 
a sense, the answer both to 
Richard Dawkins and Harry 
Potter.” 

This statue of C.S. Lewis, by Ross Wilson, entitled “The Searcher,” is displayed 
in Lewis’ hometown of Belfast, Ireland.  It depicts Lewis looking into a ward-
robe.  The image is taken from his popular “Chronicles of Narnia” series.  In 
this children’s fantasy series, English siblings find a doorway to the land of 
Narnia through an old wardrobe.  The entire series, which is currently being 
made into movies, has Christian themes throughout the narrative, including 
the most famous character – Aslan, the lion, who is a type of Jesus Christ who 
sacrifices himself for the world of Narnia.  Lewis’ books now sell several mil-
lion copies a year.  He was good friends with J.R.R. Tolkien - Lord of the Rings 
author, and G. K. Chetserfield, another popular Christian author.  Photo by 
Genvessel, Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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BY KATHERINE BURGESS
SILVER SPRING, Md. (USA 

TODAY) It’s the only dance 
troupe trained to bless and 
dedicate Cambodian temples, 
including the iconic 12th-cen-
tury Angkor Wat temple com-
plex, one of the largest religious 
shrines in the world. 

Cambodian dance was near-
ly destroyed in the 1970s when 
1.4 million Cambodians died 
from starvation, forced labor 
and mass executions under the 
Khmer Rouge, the communist 
regime that targeted intellectu-
als, the religious and artists. 

Now 23 dancers from ru-
ral Cambodia are in the U.S., 
surrounded by saffron-robed 
monks, statues of Buddha and 
excited Cambodian-Ameri-
cans, to rededicate Vatt Bud-
dhikarama, the Buddhist tem-
ple in suburban Maryland. 

They’re in the midst of a 
four-city tour, rededicating 
Cambodian temples in Boston, 
New York, the Washington area 
and Los Angeles. 

“Cambodian-Americans 
came here as refugees,” said 
Ravynn Karet-Coxen, founder 

of the Nginn Karet Foundation 
for Cambodia, a British char-
ity that launched the dance 
school. “They were firsthand 
sufferers. So the notion is for 
us to come here to bridge and 
bond the American Cambodi-
an back to the motherland: to 
bond and bridge them spiritu-
ally and culturally.” 

The dancers and seven musi-
cians, ages 12 to 19, come from 
the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site of Angkor in Cambodia, 
considered the largest religious 
monument in the world. The 
students live in homes without 
electricity or running water. 

“They’re not children from 
a privileged background, but 
they’re the descendants of the 
god of Angkor,” Karet-Coxen 
said. 

The Preah Ream Buppha 
Devi dance school aims to 
revive Cambodia’s cultural 
legacy. By touring the United 
States, the troupe hopes to heal 
the trauma of the past, Karet-
Coxen said. 

The dancers and musicians 
sleep in Cambodian temples, 
performing a sacred ritual for 

the local monks almost every 
evening. In Washington, they 
also participated in a cultural 
exchange with students from 
the Washington School of Bal-
let and performed dance rituals 
around the National Mall. 

“We did a very powerful 
short sacred dance ritual in 
front of the White House to 
pray for peace and to pray for 
all the children in the world, 
to pray for the children in 
Syria and to pray a very spe-
cial prayer to say thank you to 
America for having taken so 
many Cambodian refugees in 
our time of hardship,” Karet-
Coxen said. 

Cambodian classical and 
folk dance harks back to the 
12th century, during the reign 
of King Jayavarman VII, a Bud-
dhist king whose 3,000 danc-
ers urged the gods to bless the 
land, Karet-Coxen said. 

“You dedicate your life,” 
Karet-Coxen said. “You dedi-
cate it to your god. It’s not 
about religion, it’s about spiri-
tuality. It’s about the power of 
the prayer, the power of the 
dedication.”

1996 W. Evangel, Ozark, MO 65721
(417) 581-9192   www.sgtheatre.com

Stained Glass Theatre

said. 
Joe Thoma, executive director 

of ACP, said his organization 
has seen a “significant change” 
in its membership as news 
services contract. Many 
denominations have resorted 
to telling the “good news” only, 
Thoma said. 

Verity Jones, executive 
director of the Center for 
Pastoral Excellence at Christian 
Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis, said this shift 
toward public relations led the 
ACP, which has more than 100 

member organizations, to write 
a statement affirming religious 
journalism. 

“We were seeing the eroding 
of support for and trust in 
an independent voice within 
traditions and denominations 
reporting the news,” said 
Jones, a former editor of 
DisciplesWorld, which ceased 
publication in 2010. “It’s not 
optional, because the free 
exchange of ideas is central 
to the living out of Christian 
community. It’s important for 
accountability; it’s important 

for news sharing.” 
Jones also serves on the 

board of Religion News Service. 
She added that sometimes 

news is not good for a 
denomination, pointing to 
scandals involving clergy sexual 
abuse of minors as an example. 

Other publications that 
have shut their doors include 
The Progressive Christian, 
Episcopal Life, United 
Church News and the Church 
Herald. Church news outlets 
struggle to keep their editorial 
independence.

Church news outlets Continued from page 1

Cambodian Dancers, like the ones pictured here, are travelling to Cambodian Bud-
dhists temples in the USA to perform dedication dances.  Photo courtesy Christine 
Zenino, Source Wikimedia Commons
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Brunei to implement Shariah penal code 
Punishments to include caning, stoning and amputation
BY RICHARD S. EHRLICH

(RNS) The sultan of Brunei 
announced on Tuesday (Oct. 
22) he will rule his oil-rich 
Islamic country according 
to Shariah laws, including 
death by stoning for adul-
tery, the amputation of limbs 
for theft, flogging for alcohol 
consumption and abortion, 
and other punishments. 

The Shariah penal code 
will begin in phases starting 
in April 2014, said Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah, according 
to Agence France-Presse. 

Brunei is on the northwest 
edge of Borneo island, which 
is also part of Indonesia and 
Malaysia in the South China 
Sea. 

“Let us not just look at the 
hand-cutting or the stoning 
or the caning (flogging) per 
se, but let us also look at the 
conditions governing them,” 
Brunei’s Mufti Awang Ab-
dul Aziz, the country’s top 
Islamic scholar, told a legal 
conference, according to The 
Associated Press. 

“It is not indiscriminate 
cutting or stoning or caning,” 
he added. “There are condi-
tions and there are methods 
that are just and fair.” 

The laws and punishments 
apply only to the Sunni Mus-
lim majority in the Southeast 
Asian country that enjoys 
one of the richest economies 
in Asia, based on extensive 
fields of petroleum and natu-

ral gas. 
“It is because of our need 

that Allah the Almighty, in 
all his generosity, has created 
laws for us, so that we can uti-
lize them to obtain justice,” 
said the sultan, 67, according 
to Reuters. 

The sultan’s family has been 
in power for more than 600 
years, including when Brunei 
became a British protectorate 
in 1888 and after it gained in-
dependence in 1984. 

The sultan, who is also 
prime minister, has ruled 
since 1967. There are no elec-
tions. 

Up until now, he enforced 
a dual judicial system of Brit-
ish secular laws, and Shariah 
courts mainly for family mat-
ters. 

Brunei’s 416,000 popula-
tion are 67 percent Muslim 

and ethnic Malay, governed 
under a constitutional sultan-
ate officially called the Malay 
Islamic Monarchy. 

“The Compulsory Reli-
gious Education Order of 
2012 mandates that all Mus-
lim children aged 7 to 15 re-
siding in the country must be 
enrolled in Islamic religious 
education,” said the U.S. State 
Department’s 2012 Interna-
tional Religious Freedom Re-
port. 

“The government routine-
ly censored magazine articles 
on other faiths, blacking out 
or removing photographs of 
crucifixes and other Chris-
tian religious symbols,” 
the State Department said. 
There were “no depictions of 
other religions’ practices” in 
school textbooks.

Groups demand investigation of NYPD spying
BY OMAR SACIRBEY

(RNS) A coalition of 125 
religious, civil rights, and 
community-based organiza-
tions sent a letter to the U.S. 
Department of Justice Thurs-
day (Oct. 24) urging a civil 
rights investigation into a 
New York City Police Depart-
ment program that spies on 
Muslims.

Groups from several faith 
traditions signed the letter 
including the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), the National 
Council of Jewish Women, 
the Hindu American Founda-
tion, and the Sikh Coalition. 
Civil rights groups include 
the Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights, the 
NAACP, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, South Asian 

Americans Leading Together, 
and the National Network for 
Arab American Communi-
ties.

The NYPD program is al-
ready the target of two fed-
eral lawsuits, one filed in June 
by the ACLU and the City 
University of New York Law 
School’s Center for Law En-
forcement Accountability and 
Responsibility, and the other 
filed in June 2012, by several 
Muslim plaintiffs represented 
by Muslim Advocates and the 
law firm Bhalla and Cho.

“Putting a class of Ameri-
cans under surveillance based 
on their religion is a clear 
violation of our Constitution’s 
guarantees of equality and re-
ligious freedom,” Hina Sham-
si, director of the ACLU Na-

tional Security Project, said in 
a statement. “The NYPD’s sur-
veillance program has stigma-
tized Muslims as suspect and 
had deeply negative effects on 
their free speech, association, 
and religious practice.”

The NYPD’s program of 
Muslim surveillance was un-
covered in news reports in 
2011. The reports said NYPD 
officers and informants have 
routinely monitored mosques, 
student associations, restau-
rants, bookstores, and other 
businesses, and created re-
cords of people because they 
were Muslims.

The NYPD has denied that 
the surveillance program con-
stitutes illegal spying, and as-
serts it is permissible under 
law.
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Religion in Society
Beyond ‘Kony 2012’: Jason Russell’s attempt at a comeback
Filmmaker and human rights activist back in the saddle after experiencing ‘brief reactive psychosis’

Jason Russell meets with Ugandan children in the film ``Invisible Children,’’ which 
focuses on the plight of exploited children in the war-torn nation. RNS photo courtesy 
of Invisible Children.

Atheists step in to help Ohio pastor  
assaulted by ‘militant atheist’

BY SARAH PULLIAM BAILEY
ATLANTA (RNS) A cam-

paign to arrest an African 
warlord generated awareness 
in more ways than the effort’s 
co-founder Jason Russell could 
have ever imagined. 

The “Kony 2012 campaign 
captured widespread attention 
for its push to arrest Joseph 
Kony, head of the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army, which abducts 
and forces children to become 
soldiers. For a grass-roots video 
project that suddenly went vi-
ral, it was a phenomenal suc-
cess. 

Two weeks after the group 
Invisible Children released 
the video last year, Russell, 
the group’s co-founder, was 
detained and hospitalized for 
erratic behavior after he was 
found running naked and curs-
ing the devil in the streets of 
San Diego. 

“The preliminary diagnosis 
he received is called brief re-
active psychosis, an acute state 
brought on by extreme exhaus-
tion, stress and dehydration,” 
Russell’s wife, Danica, said in a 
statement at the time. 

For several months, he took 
a low profile as he sought treat-
ment. But now Russell is return-
ing to the spotlight, appearing 
on the Christian conference 
circuit. At a Q Conference for 
young evangelicals in April, he 
referenced his breakdown. 

“I’m alive, I am clothed, I am 
still a little bit crazy. … Exactly 
a year ago today I was in reha-
bilitation. It’s been that kind of 
year, but it’s been really great in 
the end,” he told the crowd in 
an interview with Q founder 
Gabe Lyons. 

At the Catalyst conference 
in Atlanta earlier this month, 
Russell spoke twice. In his first 
session, less than half of the 
room of several hundred seats 
was full. He has changed his 
image from how he appeared in 
the “Kony 2012 video, trading 
longer blond hair for shorter, 
slicked-back hair and thick-
rimmed glasses. 

Russell declined an interview 
request, saying the media dis-
torted his faith and spirituality 
in the past, especially after he 
appeared at Liberty Univer-

sity in 2011. In his Catalyst ad-
dresses, however, he was open 
about his faith. 

“I thought I was the best sto-
ryteller, you know, I was like, 
‘Gosh, I made that video go 
viral!’” Russell said. “And God 
said, ‘I cannot be bothered by 
you. I’m the best storyteller. I’ve 
got this down. I’ve got 7 billion 
stories down. I don’t need your 
help. I know you think you’re 
a hero, but I’m the best story-
teller.’” 

Russell said that before his 
manic episode, someone told 
him to lie on his back and told 
him, “You need to be crucified.” 
Russell said the person prayed 
through Psalm 46, saying, “You 
be still, and know that I am 
God. I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” 

But then came Russell’s pub-
lic breakdown. 

“To be honest, I couldn’t be 
still. I could not. And I ended 
up crazy, talking to myself, slap-
ping the cement,” he said. “This 
is when it’s, like, the worst. This 
is when you’re thinking, ‘How 
will it ever recover? There’s no 
PR agency that would ever be 
able to fix this.’” 

He noted Oprah Winfrey’s 
interview earlier this year with 
him. 

“Oprah came to my house 
and said, ‘Are you OK?’ I said, 
‘Yeah, I’m doing better,’” Rus-
sell said. “A year later, she said 
because of this interview, it 
actually stopped her from hav-
ing a potential breakdown. You 
could see her face, she’s like, 
‘Hmm, I might be naked in the 
streets soon.’ So that was en-
couraging, you know? Because 
you never know how God’s us-

ing you.” As 
Russell’s story played out in 

the national media, observ-
ers said it illustrated the risk 
of making someone the public 
face of an issue. 

“The high visibility of a spe-
cific cause or one organization 
can create risk,” said Scott Todd, 
senior vice president of global 
advocacy for Compassion In-
ternational, a child sponsorship 
organization. “If someone be-
comes disillusioned, that disil-
lusionment creates a lateral ef-
fect on those who are trying to 
advance similar causes.” 

Russell continues to promote 
Invisible Children and its new-
est campaign, against 250 LRA 
members who are holding 140 
women and 72 children cap-
tive, according to the organiza-
tion. Invisible Children recently 
launched a 10-week fundrais-
ing campaign called #zeroLRA 
to help people escape. 

Part of what fueled contin-
ued interest in Russell’s cam-
paign was the scrutiny paid 
toward Invisible Children. 
Some criticized the film’s calls 
to action by working through 
the Ugandan army, and others 
suggested it overly simplified a 
complex situation. 

Other critics questioned 
whether money should sup-
port organizations that are fo-
cused mostly on awareness, or 
whether it’s appropriate to use 
children as part of an advocacy 
campaign. 

“We need to be careful not 
to sentimentalize the plight of 
others and feel that because 
we have ‘liked’ something on 
Facebook or we’ve been part of 
some campaign, it stops at that 
point,” said Susan Greener, a 

Wheaton College professor of 
intercultural studies who stud-
ies global issues facing chil-
dren. 

“It’s easy to use children to 
tug at people’s heartstrings. We 
can make sure children are par-
ticipants in their own develop-
ment, not just seen as victims.” 

Russell pointed to the suc-
cess of the viral video — which 

has almost 100 million views 
on YouTube. “The good news 
is, in my belief, is we made 
(Kony) famous,” he said. 

At a bare minimum, “Kony 
2012 sparked many conversa-
tions about best ways to pursue 
storytelling. 

“He put himself at the cen-
ter of the story as a way to give 
it heart and connect with an 

American audience, but who 
could expect the level of scru-
tiny that followed?” said Kent 
Annan, co-director of the re-
lief group Haiti Partners. “One 
concern for me, not regarding 
Jason but generally for this kind 
of work, is that while we work 
hard for justice, we should also 
be taking deliberate steps to 
undercut our ‘savior’ role.” 
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nomic impact on the city from 
the new increase may be mut-
ed, however, according to Ital-
ian media reports, since Latin 
American visitors to Rome 
generally spend less on aver-
age than their counterparts 
from other parts of the world. 
For now, a visit to Rome and 
the Vatican appears to be the 
best way for Argentines to see 
the first Latin American pope. 

Francis told a group of stu-
dents from Uruguay over the 
weekend that he did not en-
vision returning to his native 
country until at least 2016. 
Francis said when he makes 
the trip he’d likely visit neigh-
boring Uruguay and Chile as 
well, since he was unable to 
travel to those countries when 
he traveled to Brazil for World 
Youth Day in July.

Pope generates tourism
Continued from page 6

By KIMBERY WINSTION
(RNS) A prominent Chica-

go atheist is reaching out to an 
Ohio pastor who was brutally 
beaten by a self-proclaimed 
“militant atheist” after a 
church service on Oct. 20. 

Hemant Mehta, author of 
the Friendly Atheist blog and 
two books on atheism, offered 
to raise money to cover the 
medical bills or other needs of 
the Rev. Norman Hayes, who 
was injured when the boy-
friend of a parishioner alleg-
edly attacked him. 

The alleged attacker, James 
Maxie, 28, told local police he 
came to Bridge Community 
Church in North Hampton, 
Ohio, with his girlfriend to try 
to “regain my faith in God,” 
according to the Dayton Daily 
News. Maxie described him-
self as a “militant atheist” on 
his Facebook page. 

When Hayes asked Maxie’s 
girlfriend if she felt “safe” with 

Maxie, he allegedly became 
enraged and began beating 
the pastor. Hayes suffered a 
broken nose, facial lacerations 
and bruises. 

Mehta, a high school math 
teacher, read about the inci-
dent online and took it to his 
popular blog. “How should we 
react when a ‘militant atheist’ 
beats up a pastor?” he asked, 
and concluded an appropri-
ate response would be to raise 
money for the victim. 

“This guy went through 
something rough,” Mehta said 
when reached by phone. “I 
think it is a nice gesture to say 
we feel horrible for what you 
went through. This shouldn’t 
have happened. We disagree 
with Christians all the time 
but that is not how we resolve 
our debate.” 

Mehta said he was also 
moved to respond when he 
discovered how deeply Maxie, 
who has a history of violence 
and is a convicted sex offender, 
aligned himself with the athe-
ist community. 

“I looked at his Facebook 
page,” Mehta said. “The things 
he liked and the things he 
had on his wall were friends 
of mine and he is a supporter 
of groups I like. So he is not 
just some random dude; he is 
someone who is a part of this 

movement in some way, and 
that is something to think 
about.” 

Hayes’ church was unavail-
able for comment, and an 
email address for him on the 
church’s dormant Facebook 
page was out of date. 

Maxie remains in jail in lieu 
of a $51,000 bond. 

The incident has alarmed 
others in the atheist commu-
nity, too. Dusty Smith, a popu-
lar atheist comedian, posted a 
YouTube video decrying the 
attack that quickly garnered 
more than 500 comments, 
many of them condemning 
Maxie. 

So far, Mehta said, his calls 
to Hayes and his church have 
gone unanswered. It is not un-
common, he said, for religious 
people and groups to refuse 
the charity of atheists. 

When a South Carolina 
church was vandalized with 
atheist-themed graffiti, Mehta 
raised about $3,000 from his 
readers to repair the dam-
age. But the pastor declined 
the money, so Mehta gave it 
to a women’s shelter near the 
church instead. A

nd just this week, a South 
Carolina soup kitchen run by 
a Christian group declined 
the assistance of a local athe-
ist group.

I believe in 
Christianity as 
I believe that 
the sun has 

risen: not only 
because I see it, 
but because by 
it I see every-

thing else.
~~

C. S. Lewis 
Author of The  

Chronicles Of Narnia 
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WASHINGTON (RNS) The 
new movie “12 Years a Slave” 
may depict a bygone era in 
American history, but religious 
leaders hope it might spark in-
creased attention about pres-
ent-day race relations.

“It is the elephant in the 
room,” said the Rev. Barbara 
Williams-Skinner, a facilitator 
of the National African Ameri-
can Clergy Network, speaking 
at a panel discussion after a re-
cent screening.

“If you even raise race today, 
you are ‘race baiting.’ You’re 
playing ‘the race card,’” said 
Williams-Skinner, who is also 
the CEO of the Skinner Leader-
ship Institute.

The movie gives an unflinch-
ing account of the true story of 
Solomon Northup, a free man 
living in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
who was kidnapped and spent 
a dozen years as a slave in the 
South, wrongly accused of be-
ing a Georgia runaway.

Clergy and activists hope 
the movie that opens Friday 
(Oct. 18) — with its depiction 
of whippings and other degra-
dation — will be a catalyst for 
churches to recall slavery and 
address the current state of the 
nation’s race relations. They 
point to controversies from the 
killing of Florida teen Trayvon 
Martin to the Supreme Court 
striking down a major provi-

sion of the Voting Rights Act.
Sojourners, the Washing-

ton-based anti-poverty group, 
will be circulating “The One 
Church One Body Pledge” in 
hopes of starting a new con-
versation to improve race rela-
tions.

“Many white Christians and 
churches have no connection 
to what is being felt and said 
in black churches nationwide 
— both about fear for their 
children and fear of losing their 
voting rights,” the pledge reads.

It urges supporters to seek 
racial reconciliation and help 
the church become “a multi-
racial community.” It calls on 
them to “repair our criminal 
justice system” and urge Con-
gress to “restore the integrity of 
the Voting Rights Act.”

Sojourners’ founder, Jim 
Wallis, tied the stories of fami-
lies separated in “12 Years a 
Slave” to often-forgotten Afri-
can-American children who at-
tend inadequate schools or live 
on streets where hundreds are 
shot each year.

“It’s still going on every 
damn day,” he said.

The Rev. Michael McBride, 
a Berkeley, Calif.-based ad-
vocate on mass incarceration 
with PICO National Network, 
said he hopes the movie will 
encourage people to view the 
punitive aspects of U.S. society 

as excessive and not “grounded 
in Scripture.”

The film sometimes address-
es questions of faith, including 
a slave master quoting from 
the Bible at an outdoor wor-
ship service, legitimizing his 
authority to control and whip 
the slaves gathered before him.

“The faith that they had in 
the film was really capitalism in 
drag,” said the Rev. Otis Moss 
III, pastor of Trinity United 
Church of Christ in Chicago, 
speaking of the slave owners 
depicted in the movie.

Galen Carey, vice president 
of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, said there’s no 
“one step” that will move the 
church on race relations. But 
“authentic encounters” in local 
churches can help.

A small group at his Colum-
bia, Md., church discovered a 
sharp racial disparity among its 
members over whether they’d 
listed themselves as organ do-
nors on their driver’s licenses. 
Black members recalled noto-
rious medical experiments on 
unsuspecting black men in the 
mid-1900s.

“Every single African-Amer-
ican in our group said, ‘No way 
would I do that ’cause we can’t 
trust those people,’” Carey said. 
“And every white person said, 
‘What do you mean?’”

BY CATHY LYNN GROSSMAN
WASHINGTON (RNS) Who 

are the mainline Protestants 
today? Vintage Protestants? 
The VPCC — Vanishing 
Progressive Christian Church? 
The Legacy Church? 

Half a century ago, the 
denominations under the 
mainline umbrella dominated 
the American faith landscape. 
Now, after decades of declining 
numbers, only about one in 
five U.S. adults identifies with 
a mainline denomination 
such as United Methodists, 
the Episcopal Church, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and American Baptists. 

Could replacing the 
“mainline” name help stem the 
slide? The challenge came from 
scholar and Presbyterian pastor 
Carol Howard Merritt. Writing 
in the venerable Christian 
Century magazine, she called 
for a new brand that conveys 
her view of the mainline’s rising 
diversity and social justice 
leadership. 

“The image of an all-white, 
elitist church is not going to fly 
for generations to come,” said 
Merritt, an author and speaker 
who lives in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. “’Mainline’ was a good 
historic marker but the future 
needs to reflect who we are 
now.” 

(Tradition holds that the 
term “mainline” was born in 
the tony suburbs just outside 
Philadelphia, along the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Main 
Line, that defined the mostly 
white, mostly affluent churches 
in the area.) 

Religion News Service took 
up the challenge, inviting votes 
and comments in an informal 
survey. More than 200 people 
voted, many posting comments 
that ranged from theological to 

historical, serious to snarky: 
* “Liberal Church” led with 

24 percent of the votes. But the 
word carried a double whammy. 
Some liked the social and 
political connotation. Others 
used “Liberal” as a slam on a 
church they thought was too 
loose on doctrines of sin and 
salvation. Merritt said Monday 
she preferred a different spin: 
“Liberationist Church,” she 
said, “because it taps into the 
good news that our beliefs lead 
us to seek liberation for all the 
oppressed, to expand freedom 
for all.” 

* Next, at 17 percent, were 
those who said labels just don’t 
work for religious distinctions 
anymore. National surveys find 
growing numbers just want to 
call themselves “Christian.” 

* “Grandma’s Church” drew 
only 3 percent of votes despite 
its ring of truth: It has the 
greatest percentage of members 
age 65 and older of any 
Christian tradition. “Old Line” 
drew 6 percent. 

Most folks — a plurality, or 
46 percent — preferred their 
own picks. 

Fans of the mainline 
highlighted historical faith and 
social gospel activism: 

* “The Refined Church” came 
from Carlton E. Allen. “The 
term plays off of “Reformed” 
but suggests a church that has 
been “through the fire: … tried 
and tested and resistant to fads.” 

* Social scientist and blogger 
Mark Silk would stick with 
“mainline” because “it identifies 
a social location in American 
communities — a religious 
tradition that takes a broad 
view of its responsibilities to 
the community at large — that 
continues to serve as meaningful 
shorthand.” And Alicia Lowry 
Walker wrote that the old name 
worked fine to attract her to 

a mainline congregation that 
is growing “primarily due to 
young families from evangelical 
backgrounds like mine.” 

* John McGrath called for 
“Forward Christians” because, 
he says, “These denominations 
generally move forward as the 
meaning of Scripture unfolds 
through better scholarship, 
translation, and prayerful 
reflection on the essential 
humaneness of Christ.” 

Critics, however, skewered 
the mainline as a theological 
washout: 

* Shawne Rantlett called 
them “The Churches Formerly 
Known as Christian. Or, The 
Syncretist Churches.” 

* Ken Peters suggested “The 
Unorthodox Churches. Their 
Liberalized doctrines should be 
noted as unorthodox.” 

* Steven Hunter said names 
– new or old – wouldn’t matter. 
“People didn’t leave these 
churches because of marketing 
or branding, and they won’t 
come back for it either. Sorry. 
But you can’t water down a faith 
until it’s essentially meaningless 
and then expect to still draw 
people.” 

Deb Geelsdottir suggested 
refocusing the conversation on 
“Jesus first, last, and always” 
with the name “Red Letter 
Christian Church,” which 
draws on a Bible publishing 
practice that highlights Jesus’ 
words in red. 

Martha Carlson has another 
twist. “Since the evangelicals 
are now claiming majority, 
we should start calling them 
Mainline! They could then bear 
the weight of being ‘established,’ 
‘establishment,’ or at least all 
being tarred by the same brush 
when it comes to popular 
opinion that all the members of 
a group think alike.” 

Mainline Protestants: 
Vintage or vibrant?

A pencil sketch of Solomon Northup, drawn in 1855, shows Solomon in his plantation 
suit.  Photo: Public domain,  courtesy Wikimedia Commons
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2011, he successfully chal-
lenged an Air Force nuclear 
training course that included 
Bible verses and religious im-
agery in a PowerPoint presen-
tation. 

More broadly, Weinstein has 
been among the most vocal 
critics of the religious atmo-
sphere at the Air Force Acad-
emy, where he and others say 
Christianity is given preferred 
status and inappropriate reli-
gious proselytism is rampant. 

The decision has exposed a 
rift among academy alumni, 
their families and others asso-
ciated with the military. Com-
ments left on the academy’s 
website, where the decision 
was first announced, range 
from sadness to anger to ap-
proval. 

John Van de Kamp, a mem-
ber of the class of 1968, wrote 
that the honor code guided him 
throughout his life, though he 
graduated before the addition 

of the now-optional phrase. “It’s 
a disgrace to bow to political 
correctness and take God out 
of the equation even though He 
guides and strengthens cadets 
and the Academy’s leadership 
day by day,” he wrote. 

But someone identifying 
herself as Kathy from Washing-
ton wrote, “This is a compro-
mise that allows the individual 
cadets to choose. It should be 
enough to please any sensible 
person. Go Air Force.” 

Air Force Oath makes God optional continued from page 5
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Report: Church giving reaches Depression-era lows
Several factors impact giving, including economy and message
By KATHERINE BURGESS 

WASHINGTON (RNS) 
Collection plates are grow-
ing even lighter as Protes-
tant church member giving 
reached new lows in 2011, 
and tithing probably will not 
recover from the recession, 
according to a new report by 
Empty Tomb, a Christian re-
search group.

“Is the issue that the church 
is not providing an authentic 
alternative to the consumer 
mindset?” said Sylvia Ronsval-
le, executive vice president of 
Empty Tomb. “Over a period 
of time, if the church isn’t pro-
viding more of an authentic al-
ternative, the church will lose.”

The percentage of a church 
member’s income given to the 
church dropped to 2.3 percent 
in 2011 (the latest year for 
which numbers are available), 
down from 2.4 percent in 
2010, according to the Empty 
Tomb study.

In 1968, church members 
gave an average of 3.1 percent 
of their income.

Giving has declined for four 
consecutive years, according 
to the report. The only other 
period of prolonged decline in 
giving per member was from 
1928 through 1934, almost 
entirely during the Great De-
pression.

In 2011, the 23 denomina-
tions researched by Empty 
Tomb received $22.94 billion. 

In 2010 they received $22.88 
billion.

The steepest monetary de-
cline was in the area of “be-
nevolences,” spending that 
does not apply to a local con-
gregation’s needs but includes 
things like seminary support 
or missions work. Giving to 
benevolences was at 0.34 per-
cent of a person’s income, a 
decrease of 48 percent since 
1968 — its lowest level since 
that time period.

Altogether, the report 
found, churches had $87.2 
million less to spend in 2011 
on work beyond their congre-
gations than in 2010.

Empty Tomb also reported 
that overall church member-
ship has declined.

Empty Tomb examined 
data reported by congrega-
tions to their denominations 
and then compiled in the 
“Yearbook of American and 
Canadian Churches.”  In some 
cases, Empty Tomb obtained 
data directly from denomina-
tions.

The denominations in-
cluded in the report encom-
passed more than 100,000 
congregations across the U.S. 
and included denominations 
affiliated with both the Na-
tional Association of Evan-
gelicals and with the National 
Council of Churches, as well 
as unaffiliated denominations. 
Although Catholics were not 

included in the report, previ-
ous Empty Tomb research has 
found that Catholics generally 
give at comparable or slightly 
less rates than Protestants.

The decline could be attrib-
uted to a variety of reasons, 
including economic struggles, 
said Matt Branaugh, director 
of editorial and business de-
velopment for the Church Law 
& Tax Group at Christianity 
Today. Christianity Today has 
conducted its own surveys on 
church tithing.

Another reason could be a 
decline in church member at-
tendance, Branaugh said.

“I’ve heard some reference 
that phenomena as the ‘grazer 
effect’ — people are not go-
ing to church every week now, 
and the weeks they don’t go 
they’re listening to podcasts, 
doing worship on their own 
or fellowshipping with people 
in other ways,” Branaugh said. 
“They’re not there as much, 
and consequently they’re not 
giving as much.”

Other churches struggle 
with how to talk about financ-
es, not realizing that churches 
must teach about how a rela-
tionship with God involves 
giving — “stewardship,” as 
churches would say, Branaugh 
said.

“As a result, if it’s not being 
talked about and it’s not really 
being taught, it may not neces-
sarily grow into the culture of 
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Mainline scholar 
Diana Butler Bass, an 
Episcopalian, offered her 
own critique on Twitter: 
“We’ll change ours if 
‘evangelicals’ change 
theirs.” 

John Leech offered 
“Legacy Denominations” 
because, he wrote, they 
are “like legacy airlines, 
carrying a lot of baggage 
from the past … But wait! 

Mainline Protestants
Continued from page 11

that congregation,” Branaugh 
said.

Churches need to embrace 
the idea that all money is 
God’s, not just a small tithe, 
said Rick Dunham, CEO of 
Dunham+Company, a con-
sulting firm that assists minis-
tries in fundraising. Dunham 
is also on the executive com-
mittee of the Giving Institute, 
an organization that seeks to 
advance philanthropy.

“I think the decline in giv-
ing is in part because the 
church hasn’t really embraced 

the biblical mandate around 
true giving, the idea of invest-
ment in eternity, in the stuff 
that matters most,” Dunham 
said. “Not just putting a little 
bit of money in the offering 
plate and thinking I’ve done 
my duty.”

Ronsvalle said part of the 
reason giving has declined is 
because churches still treat 
people as if they are living in 
“hard times” — even when 
they are not.

“They’re hard because peo-
ple want to take better vaca-

Failing to overcome a ‘consumer mindset’ church-goers don’t see the need to give to 
church if it imposes on their lifestyle.  Stock photo 123rf.

tions,” Ronsvalle said. “They 
want to get more cars. They 
want to have more square 
footage.”

Churches and their mem-
bers need to realize that if 100 
million Christians gave an 
extra $50 a year, child deaths 
could be drastically reduced 
across the world, Ronsvalle 
said.

“The church doesn’t think 
that way,” Ronsvalle said. “It 
has not understood its poten-
tial power for good.”

I still have lots of miles to 
redeem!” 

Merritt ultimately came 
up with her own first choice 
: “Social Justice Christian.” 

To her, it conveys “the 
exciting and vibrant 
thought that has come out 
of our tradition in the last 
hundred years or so (to) 
… proclaim the good news 
that leads us to liberation 
and salvation.”

Seasonal blues 
got you down?

Many people
struggle during this 
time of year.  You 

are not alone. 
Jesus Christ can 

make a difference 
in your life. Call Acts 
Ministry to speak with 
someone who cares.
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